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NEWS BULLETIN

(News gathered from, newspapers,
periodicals, and individual sources)

EC Needs a Year

(Quetta - Dawn) Pakistani Chief Election
Commissioner addressing a press
conference indicated that it would take
the commission about a year or so, to
complete arrangements necessary, for
holding general elections in the country.

Half Million Aliens in Karachi

(Islamabad - Staff Report) Pakistani
Federal Minister for Housing and Works
Haji Mohammad Hanif Tayyab has said that
there were about half a million
foreigners illegally living in Karachi.
He told the press that these foreigners
include nationals from Bangladesh, Burma,
Sri Lanka and some other countries.
Private sources, however, put the number
of illegal aliens at about 2.5 million.
They also include illegal aliens from
India, Iran and Afghanistan.

Punjab Arms Hall

(Lahore - Dawn) The Punjab Police have
arrested a gang of robbers and recovered
modern arms, stated to be the "biggest in
Punjab". The police said that the gang
was responsible for many robberies and
violent crimes in Punjab.

Sindhi Students Win Prizes

(Karachi - Staff Report) S5th All Pakistan
Electrical Engineering Students Seminar
was held here under the auspicious of
Pakistan Institute of Electrical
Engineers. Three best papers from the
seminar were selected and the authors
were awarded medals. All three medals
were won by students from Sind. The first
and third place medals went to Mr. Madani
Halepoto and Shahabudin Qureshi, students
at the Mehran University of Engineering
and Technology, Jamshoro, Sind. The
Second prize went to Ms. Anjum Shafiq of
NED Engineering University, Karachi,
Sind. Mr. Halepoto was awarded medal for
his work on the development of a Sindhi
Computer.

-19-

Distinguished Sindhi Writer Passed Away

(Sukkur - Ibrat) Mr. Rashid Bhatti, a
noted Sindhi journalist and intellectual
died of heart failure. He was 55. Mr.
Bhatti has enriched the Sindhi literature
by his writings. He wrote 16 books on
various topics. He was one of the
Pioneers who brought progressive thinking
in Sindhi literature. He remained
Secretary of the Sindhi Adabi Sangat for
over a decade. He edited Sindhi dailies
"Alwaheed," '"Naeen Sind," and "Hilal-e-
Pakistan". He was awarded the best
writer award by Pakistan Writer's Guild
in 1963. He founded "Sind Intellectuals
Forum," which worked for the rights of
the downtrodden. Sindhis all over the
world were saddened by his death and
offered condolences to his family and
friends.

No Duty On Computers

(Karachi - Jang) Pakistani ECC has
decided to exempt Computer Industry from
Custom duty and sales tax. '

Energy Consumption and Inflation Rises

(Islamabad - Dawn) It was stated that the
domestic energy consumption demand in
Pakistan has been increasing at a rate of
147%. Also, inflation in the country has
increased by about 145% during the last
ten years.

Afghan Accord

(Islamabad - Staff Report) A UN sponsored
peace agreement was signed between
Afghanistan and Pakistan with USA and
USSR as guarantors to facilitate troop
withdrawal by Soviets. It is unclear,
however, what will happen in the
aftermath of the withdrawal. It appears
that US will continue to supply arms to
Afghan counter revolutionaries via
Pakistan. Many experts believe this
policy may be harmful to Pakistan.
Because it would lead to continued
conflict and presence of the Afghan
counter revolutionaries on Pakistani
soil. These sources maintain these
circumstances in turn may lead to
instability in the region and inside
Pakistan.



Karachi Riots

(Karachi - Staff Report) Rioting between
Mohajir and Pathan-Punjabi factions in
some areas of Karachi has continued
unabated. Several people have been
killed and several more injured. Curfews
were imposed, lifted and imposed again.
The situation, however, is still tense
and hostilities between the rioting
factions still remain strong. The
government seems to be unable to grapple
with the situation.

Shia - Sumni Riots in Pakistan

(Staff Report) Gilgit Agency in the NWFP
was a scene of religious rioting between
Shia and Sunni factions. Although, the
government sources have denied the
religious rioting but the informed
sources have said that PIA flights to
Gilgit were cancelled and many foreigners
trapped in the area were being rescued by
the government.

Karachi Students in Grip of Violence

(Karachi - Dawn) There were gun-battles
fought at many Karachi educational
institutions between rival student
groups. All kind of weapons - from iron
bars to Kalashinkovs were freely used.
Several students were wounded. These
incidences occurred at Karachi
University, NED University, Dawood
Engineering College, Islamia College,
Urdu Science College, and other colleges.
Main rivalry appears to be between Islami
Jamiat -i- Tulaba and All Pakistan
Mohajir Students Organization. Both
groups are supported by Urdu speaking
students.

Bhutto Attends Opposition Conference

(Islamabad - Dawn) Mr. Mohammad Khan
Junejo, Prime Minister of Pakistan under
the military regime of General Zia,
called a conference of Pakistani
opposition Parties in Pakistan during
March to consider views of opposition on
Afghanistan. Almost all of the major
opposition leaders including Ms. Benazir
Bhutto participated in the conferences.
Ms. Bhutto said that withdrawal of Soviet
troops from Afghanistan was evidently the
first priority and "nothing should,
therefore, be allowed to hamper or delay
their departure."

— | €-

Tahir-Kheli on NSC Staff

(Washington - SF Chronicle) Jack Anderson
has reported the US National Security
Council has on its staff a Pakistani-born
analyst who was once declared security
risk by the CIA. The woman, Shirin Tahir-
Khaili is a close friend of Donald Greg,
an advisor to Vice President Bush. She
has not been given security clearance but
has been allowed to read classified
documents. She is reported to maintain
close contacts with the Pakistani
leadership and her family is very close
to General Zia in Pakistan.

Thai Soup

(Bangkok - Herold) When General Zia, the
Military Dictator from Pakistan, was
refused an honorary LLD degree by a Thai
prestigious University because of his
dictatorial rule, the general was
enormously irked. On the receiving end
was Pakistan's ambassador to Thailand.
The ambassador was blamed for
insufficient public relation and was
recalled.

Professor Qalbani Passed Away

(Hyderabad - Ibrat) Professor Abdul Ali
Qalbani, Former Principal, B. T. College,
Hyderabad, passed away at his residence
in Kalhora Colony, Hyderabad, Sind.
According to his will his body was buried
in Bhitshah near the Dargah of Sind's
Poet Shah Abdul Latif Bhitai. Late Prof.
Qalbani was a devotee of Shah Latif and
had an scholarly grasp of Shah's poetry.
He was very prominent in the field of
education in Sind. Sind Minister of
Education, Mr. Akhtar Kazi, expressed
sadness on the death of Prof. Qalbani and
praised his efforts in the field of
education.

Blast in Rawalpindi

(Rawalpindi - NYT) On April 10, 1988, a
series of explosions occurred at an army
depot in a densely populated area between
Rawalpindi and Islamabad. The blast
showered rockets, artillery and mortar
shells, and grenades into the twin
cities. Chaotic situation continued for
hours in the aftermath of the blast. The
preliminary reports indicated 75 dead and
850 injured. Military casualties and



civilian casualties not reaching the
hospitals were not counted. A local
newspaper put the death toll and injuries
at a much higher number than the ones
given by the government. Houses and
buildings surrounding the blast site were
completely destroyed and the scene looked
like a war zone. According to reports the
depot was used for storing US supplied
arms intended for Afghan counter
revolutionaries.

US Blames KGB

(Washington - NYT) US says that bomb
blasts which have been occurring in
various Pakistani cities are the works of
KGB and KHAD agents. The blasts have been
occurring since 1985. The US estimates
that about 400 Pakistanis have died and
scores injured in these blasts.

Bhutto's Book

(San Francisco - SFC) Simon and Schuster
has bought rights to the autobiography of
Ms. Benazir Bhutto. Harcourt Brace
Jovanovich had canceled a $425,000
contract for the book on the grounds that
her writing was too dogmatic.

Children Smuggling From Pakistan

(Karachi -SFC) There are reports that
children are being smuggled out of
Pakistan to Persian Gulf states, where
they are used as jockeys in camel races.

Sindhu Raj and Sindhu Dwaz

(Karachi - Staff Report) The Indian Navy
has commissioned two new Submarines
acquired from the USSR, and have named
them SINDHU RAJ and SINDHU DWAZ. The
Govt. of Pakistan had initially objected
to these names when it was wrongly
rumored that one of the Submarines will
be named SINDHU DESH.

Pirzada Pleads for Sind on Kalabagh

(Lahore - Jang) A seminar on Kalabagh dam
was organized by 'Jang" here, in which
notable political and technical speakers
from different provinces and federal
Govt. attended. Sind was represented by
Abdul Hafiz Pirzada, a leader of SBPF and
former Federal Minister of Provincial
Coordination, A. Wahab Shaikh, Former
Sind Chief Engineer of Irrigation, and P.
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K. Shahani, an agricultural expert.
Others included Hanif Ramey (Punjab),
Khan A. Wali Khan (NWFP) and Some
senators from Islamabad. Mr. Pirzada ar
other members of the Sind delegation
presented the strongest case against th
construction of this dam.

Sind Peoples National Alliance Active
(Hyderabad - Staff Report) An alliance
11 Sindhi groups has been formed under
the leadership of Mr. Rasul Bux Palejo.
The alliance has organized many seminar
conventions, processions, rallies, etc.
to educate Sindhi masses on the matters
concerning Kalabagh dam and other
problems faced by Sind and Sindhis.

Wadera Musical Chairs

(Hyderabad - Staff Report) After Mr.
Bijarani, the former Sind PPP Chief
joined Muslim League, many remaining
waderas in the PPP are posturing.for
jumping the ship and join Muslim League
Some of them are only waiting to get a
better prize in the bargain.

Makhdooms Unhappy

(Hala - Staff Report) It was rumored th:
Makhdooms of Hala were negotiating with
the Govt. to join the Muslim League if
Federal Ministership and Sind Chief
Ministership were offered to them. In t}
meantime, all PPP flags from their cars
and bungalows have been replaced with
Sarwari Jamat flags. Another rumor
floating around claims that Makhdoom
Khaliq is about to organize a nationalis
group called Sind Quomi Mahaz. Dr.
Makhdoom Rafiquzaman, Khaliq's brother
and Chairman of Hyderabad District
Council, has categorically denied that
Makhdooms were contemplating to leave PP
and join Muslim League.

Bijarani Ridicules PPP

(Islamabad - Staff Report) Former Sind
PPP chief and presently PML Senator
Bijarani said he has not changed his
ideology because both PML and PPP have
similar ideology and programs.

General Zia and Pir Pagaro Power Struggl
(Karachi - Staff Report) It has been
rumored that due to slight power tussle
between General Zia and Pir Pagaro, Mr.



Junejo (who is widely believed to be
Pagaro's man) may be replaced by Punjab
CM Nawaz Sharif. Pir has shot back in an
open statement warning that this may lead
to creation of "Punjab Desh" within
Pakistan.

Ghaus Resigns - Akhtar Kazi New OM

(Karachi - Staff Report) Syed Ghaus Ali
Shah, Chief Minister of Sind, has
apparently resigned under pressure from
General Zia and his PM Mr. Junejo. Mr.
Shah had been under fire ever since the
riots broke out in Karachi. Fearing his
departure imminent, Mr. Shah had postured
himself in a '"Sind Lover" mold and issued
statements in opposition of Kalabagh dam
and in favor of Sind receiving revenue
from Sind oil fields. He also tried to
muster support among Sind Assembly
members to highlight his ouster as
federal interference in Sind affairs.
Poor shah had not only become dispensable
for the Zia dictatorship and his
protector Pir Pagaro but he also failed
to persuade opportunist members of Sind
Assembly from his party to thwart Zia's
attempt for his removal. Ironically, he
received total support from opposition
members in the Sind Assembly, who had
asked for his removal to begin with.
Their support was based on the principle
that the federal Govt. should not be
allowed to interfere in provincial
affairs. All Sind Assembly members from
PML including his cabinet ministers did
not come to his rescue. During his CM
days, Mr. Shah left no stone unturned to
sell out basic political and human rights
of Sind and Sindhis to his Masters. Mr.
Akhtar Ali Kazi, Sind Education Minister,
has been appointed as the new Chief
Minister.

Sind Unity - Another Attempt

(Sunn - Staff Report) Under Chairmanship
of Mr. G. M. Syed, Veteran Sindhi
politician, about 40 prominent Sindhi
politician from various parties met here
to form a united position on issues
concerning Sind. Most notable among
participants were Hafiz Pirzada, Rasul
Bux Palejo, Jam Saqi, Dr. Hamida Khuhro,
Wahid Aresar, Umer Memon. PPP and PML
were not represented. The meeting
unanimously agreed on four points. The
agreement was reached to work united
against Kalabagh dam, Military
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Cantonments in Sind, and immigration to
Sind, and call for release of political
prisoners. The meeting authorized Mr.
Pirzada, Mr. Palejo, and Dr. Khuhro to
contact other parties such as PPP and
convince them on the above four points
for common platform.

Maulana Wafai's Anniversary

(Karachi - Dawn) On April 10, 1988,
Maulana Din Mohammad Wafai's death
anniversary was observed. Maulana Wafai
was a great scholar and freedom fighter.
He was active in Khilafat movement and
was General Secretary of Sindh Jamiat-
ul-Ulama. Maulana was not only a
politician but also a great journalist.
He was the editor of Al-Waheed and wrote
about 50 books. His works on Shah Abdul
Latif have received universal acclaim.

Separate Homeland for Sindhis

(New York - Staff Report) Dr. Aftab Kazi,
visiting scholar at the John Hopkins
School of Advanced International Studies,
was interviewed alongwith Mr. Rizwan
Hameed, President NJ state Unit PPP, on a
local TV program "Vision of Asia.'" Dr.
Kazi, who is as a member of SANA
Executive Council, said that Sindhis
"would like to die for their land - they
have emotional attachment and they will."
Dr. Kazi said that land belonging to
Sindhis has been taken away, Sindhi
language had been eliminated from schools
and that they did not have any
representation in the Pakistani state
Structure, the army, bureaucracy or
education. Sindhis are being denied their
"due share" in Pakistan, Mr. Hameed
added. Having been denied their due in
Pakistan, Sindhis now have very limited
options, Dr. Kazi said, listing a
confederation of Pakistan in which all
"Pakistani Nationalities" will be allowed
to maintain their own militia, as one of
them. Another option, he said, to get
independent "Sindhu Desh." Or a "Sindhu
Desh" with a defense pact with India, he
added. Yet another option mentioned by
him was that Sind and Baluchistan "rise
together with a defense pact with India."
Otherwise, it will be difficult for them
to survive, he said. Mr. Hameed said
that the Pakistani Govt. has exploited
friendliness of Sindhis and other
minorities in such a way '"that you can
compare their land robbing tactics (with



those) of the Govt. of Israel." Dr. Kazi
said, " Personally I think there is no
hope in Pakistan to gain these rights
even if Benazir comes in power because no
other nationality within Pakistan has
representation in the army ( but Punjabi
nationality). (Pakistani) Army is a
specialist in violence. They dominate,
they dictate their decisions. They do not
believe in equal rights."

The news about Dr. Kazi's above interview
has received wide publicity in India and
Pakistan. Most pro Govt. papers in
Pakistan have condemned his remarks.
Pakistani intelligence police contingents
have been arriving in Matiari, Sind,
hometown of Dr. Kazi, and pressuring his
relatives. Dr. Kazi was contacted by
SANGAT and has condemned the Pakistan
Govt. actions in his hometown. He
reiterated that what he said in the above
mentioned interview were his Personal and
Professional views. He also said that no
other individual and/or organization be
held responsible for his own views.

Dilip Kumar in Pakistan

(Peshawer - Asian Times) Famous Indian
movie actor Dilip Kumar and his wife
Saira Banu visited Pakistan. He arrived
in Peshawer where he was received by the
NWFP Chief Minister and a big crowd. He
visited Peshawer and his relatives. He
said that his visit to Pakistan and
particularly to Peshawer was nostalgic
for him because he was born and raised in
this part of the world. He was especially
delighted that there were not many
changes in the famous Kissakhwani Bazzar
of Peshawer which he said he used to
wander about in his childhood. He was
very pleased to meet his boyhood friends
and family after about 50 years. He also
visited Karachi where a reception was
given in his honor which was attended by
many dignitaries.

Tax Free Zone -

(Islamabad - Asian Times) Mian Mohammed
Zaman, Pakistan Minister for Industries
has said the Govt. was seriously
considering to declare whole country as a
tax free zone in order to attract
investment in the country.
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Provinces Get More ....

(Karachi - Jang) Mr. Mahbobul Haq,
Pakistan Planning Minister, has said tha
the provinces will get more "freedom" in
the Seventh five year plan. He said the
provinces will be able to spend up to
about Rs. 60 million in projects of thei;
choice.

Pak Army Patriotic

(Islamabad - Imroz) General Zia, Military
dictator of Pakistan, speaking in his
parliament said the Pakistan armed forces
were very patriotic and that they have
imposed Martial laws in the country only
when they have been asked to do so. He,
however, did not mention who had asked
the armed forces to impose Martial laws
in the country.

Mumtaz Against Kalabagh Dam

(Karachi - Leader) Mr. Mumtaz Bhutto,
Convenor SBPF, addressed a rally after a
procession protesting the Kalabagh dam.
He said if the Govt. does not abandon
this project he would organize a long
march from Kiamari to Kalabagh. He also
warned Karachites not to be indifferent
on this issue, because if water becomes
scarce in lower Indus, due to the
Kalabagh dam, the Karachi water supply
which receives water from Indus through
Keengher, will be adversely impacted.



SANA NEWS
SANA Offers Condolences

SANA executive council has offered
condolences on behalf of the SANA
membership to the families of Mr. Rashid
Bhatti and Prof. Abdul Ali Qalbani on
their passage to heavenly abode.

1988 GBM

All local arrangements are complete.
Invitations have been sent to SANA
members and others. Among potential
invited speakers include Syed Ghulam
Mustafa Shah, Mr. Abdul Hafiz Pirzada,
Syed Qamarzaman Shah, and others. Mr.
Gope Chandar and party will present the
musical entertainment. An adabi session
is also a part of the meeting. Those
participants of 1988 GBM, who have
requested or wish to request SANA to make
hotel room reservations on their behalf,
should call Mr. Badar Shaikh at (718)
343 -3734 immediately to confirm their
reservations. This is important in order
to avoid any inconvenience.

Membership Renewal

Some of the SANA members have not renewed
their membership for 1988. Please have
your membership renewed as soon as
possible.

SANA Member Married

SANA congratulates Ms. Sajida Shaikh, a
SANA member, on her marriage. SANA
executive Council wishes happy life to
Sajida and her husband.

Dr. Feroz Almed's Research Published

Dr. Feroz Ahmed, a member of SANA, has
published a research study on high
mortality rate in D.C. area. Dr. Ahmed is
a researcher at the Howard University in
Washington, D. C. The high rate infant
mortality rate has been one of the
thorniest health care issues in the
district. Dr. Ahmed's study has broken
new grounds. According to his study high
rate mortality is not tied to teen-age
mothers. Excerpts of Dr. Ahmed's study
were published in Washington Post on
April 12, 1988.

SANA Statement

On April 27, 1988, the SANA Executive
Council has issued following statement:

" This statement is to clarify a
misunderstanding caused during a recent
Television show in New York. It is
restated that SANA is a cultural and non-
political organization, and personal or
political views presented by any of its
members in their individual or

professional capacities do not ref
those of SANA." : tect

Dartmouth College Invites Dr. Kazi

Dr. Aftab Kazi, a member of SANA, was
invited to give a seminar at the
Dartmouth College, Hanover, N.H., on May
19, 1988. The topic of his presentation

was - Nationality Question and
Superpowers in South Asia: Sindhis and
Baluchis. T

Sindh Journal Launched

Dr. Aftab Kazi has issued following
announcement for Sind Journal of
and African Affairs: °f Astan

The Sindh Journal of Asian and African Affairs is an
independent anc scholarly multidisciplinary journa)

vith an intgrnationa1 group of contributors and readers
Papers are invited cn Third World politics anc social -
change which differentiates between the established
stereotypes (developed as a result of power politics

and Cold War complexities) and the actual socig-political
rga]it1es in Asian and African societies. The iourﬁgf--
will publish researck on a nurmber of policy issaes re-
lated to edication and culture, history, politics, civil-
military relations, foreign rolicy, political econamy,
and techqo?ogy and development, and welcomes contri-.
butions in these areas. Special issues might concen-
trate on topics such as ethnic conflict and conflize
management; sociopolitical, educational, religious,

and 1ntg11ectual agevelopments, technological advances
and regional area study aspects. Editorial policy
avoids preferences and commitment to anv political
viewpoint or ideology, but welcomes discussions on
these matters in modern scholarly context. All respon-
sibility for opinions expressed and data presented
exclusively remains with the author, and not the

Editor or the Editorial Board.

Al correspondence should be directed to the Editor.
Two copies of articles written in standard format
should be submitted for publication consideration.

Biannual Subscription (US and overseas) is
Individuals: $20.00 per year; Institutions $30.C0
per year,

SINDH JOURNAL OF ASIAN AN N S
PO BOX 23099, w,\sm,\'c'ro.s f)\cF :R{]gg:}mAFFAIRa

VY-



Selig Harrison Promotes Dr. Kazi's Book

Selig S. Harrison, Senior Associate,
Carnegie Endowment for International
Peace, has done a Promotion comment
concerning Dr. Aftab Kazi's book,
Ethinicity and Education in Nation-
Building: The Case of Pakistan. The
promotion comment is the following:

Aftab A. Kazi's book, Ethnicity and Education in

Nation-Building: The Case of Pakistan, is a pioneering
work in much-neglected intellectua terrain. It
obridges the gap between sociology and political

science to present an original and valuable study
illuminating issues relevant not only to the case of
Pakistan, but te many other multi-ethnic states, espe-
cially in the Third World. TIts analysis is effec-
tively related to the broader political and cultural
context of Pakistani society and contains both useful
specific recommendations and statistical data, hitherto
una:ailabl., that will make this a valuable reference
work.

UK Sindhi Doctors Assoc. Invites SANA

The Sindhi Doctors Association (UK) will
celebrate its 10th anniversary on Sept 4,
1988 in London, UK. The association has
invited SANA members to attend the above
gathering. The association has pledged to
provide suitable hospitality for SANA
members. For more information, contact
Dr. Manzoor Memon, President, SDA,

WindMolen, 29 Chigwell Rise, Chigwell
Essex, 1G7 6AQ, UK, Tel. 01-500-2626.

SANA Advisory Committee

Interested SANA members ars invited
to join the newly proposed SANA
Advisory Committee. The purpose of
this committeeis to create a pool of
potential candidates for future SANA
Executive Council nominations.

The members of this committee will
get copies of all communications
to/from the Executive Council and
they will be expected to provide
their views and oversee the implemen-
tation of selected SANA projects.

The nominations committee will nomi-
nate the most active members of this
group as the preferred candidates in
the next SANA elections scheduled for
December 1988.

If you are interested, please send a
note to Mr. Khalid Hashmani or call
him at (416) 291-2915.

analkmathmul&mudvud

We have received more donations eithe
pledged at the 3rd general body meeti
in Pittsburgh or unsolicited. SANA
wishes to thank the following members
whose donations were received in the
last three months:

l1.Mr Anvar & Mrs Najma Memon C$ SC
2.Mr S. & Mrs Meena Lakhavani $ 20
3.Mr. Adnan Kehar $ 3
4.Dr. Askar Qalbani $ 3
5.Mr. Anwar Shaikh $ 3

The following members have made the
contributions towards the welcome
reception for SANA members to be held
at Mr. Badar Shaikh's residence durin
the 4th GB meeting in New York:

1. Mr. Abdul Razak Shaikh $ 15
2. Mr. Anwar Shaikh . % 15

Pittsburgh GEM on Video Cassette

The highlights of the third GB
meeting held in Pittsburgh inc-
luding the complete program of
SINDHI SHAM are now available

on video cassette (VHF format).

Interested members can obtain
their own copy of this tape by
sending a check for $ 25 to

Mr. Israr Ansari (SANA Treasurer).
The cost includes the postal
charges as well. Note-BETA format
can also he made available at a
special request.

Marriage of a SANA Member

SANA Membership expresses congratu-
lations to Dr. A. Hafeez Abbasi on
his marriage. The marraige took
place in Hyderabad. The bride is
from a respected Sindhi family

from Hyderabad. We all wish a very
- happy life to Dr. and Mrs. Abbasi.

~1 B



LETTERS TO SANA

I am writing this to express my strong sentiment over the recent interview
given by one of your representatives to Vision of Asia, an Indian television

program in the New York area.

In that interview, broadcast on April 10th,., I was appalled to hear your
representative repeatedly talk about Sind's confederation with India as

one of the proposed alternatives when Sind eventually became ;ndependent.
As a Sindhi, I am outraged to hear such an irresponsible talk, particularly
when it is made in the name of all Sindhis, whether they live in Sind or

abroad,

I am opposed to the current regime in Pakistan as much as any Sindhi and
resent the political and economic domination of Sindhis by both Punjabis
and Muhajirs., Like any Sindhi, I am all for a Sind which is free of
political and ecomomic opprassion, too, But to think that an independent
Sind will be safe and secure in a confederation with India is to believe
that chickens will be safe when guarded by fox,

If your representative's interview is any indication, your organization's

goals seem to be terribly confused and you seem to be serving the purpose

of India and Indians more than Sind, There is no doubt in my mind that your
representative was successfully exploited by the Indian hosts in that interview

for their purposes., What I resent is that he did so by severally hurting the
cause of Sind,

I would wish this letter to be made available to all your members,

FRY®, sFpeerelys 423 East 64th, St., 4-F

u %/ U/ New York, N.Y. 10021

Mohammad Saeed Rashdi April 21, 1988
RESPONSE

[bear Mr. Rashdi:

Thank you for your letter of April 21, 1988, pertaining to an
interview on the Vision of Asia TV program in the New York area.
I can categorically say that nobody was authorized to represent
SANA on this program. SANA is a cultural and non-political
organization. Nevertheless, our members are free to express
themselves in any way they want as long as they do so in their
personal capacity.

It has taken more than three years of hard work and dedication
by many individuals to nourish SANA as a platform for all North
American Sindhis. It has not been easy as many attempts have
been made to break our Spirits and commitments. But it hurts the
most, when someone like You who portrays so much love for Sind,
takes a shot at the association. If the individual who gave this
interview, said that he was representing SANA then he was not
tglling the truth. On the other hand, if he stated his personal
views and did not attribute these to SANA in any manner, then
your assessment of SANA is grossly unfair.

Yours Sincerely,
IChalid A Hashman,
Khalid A. Hashmani

President - SANA 3
-)12-



Dear SANA:

Becoming part of SANA is an int
exercise for me. Hitherto [ was
At one point | had corresponde
one of them brought up any iss

ellectually invigorating and eariching
oblivious about the Very existence of SANA.
nce with Feroz and Mehar Shan but neither
ue pertaining to SANA. I lost contact with

both of them when I found myself working with Natjve Indians of northeast

British Columbia.

Sans contact with Sindhis | was lost. | had a feeling that my roots were
eroding and my entire self was fledgling - simply put | was experiencing
excruciating pain. Loneliness was nemesis of my happy self. | had no one
with whom I can recite Shah, Sachal, Sami, Ayaz or Imdad. My wo_rk with
Indians did help me maintain my sanity and pride. But it also remmded me
about the state of my Sindh and us Sindhis. I had no one around with whom

[ can share my SindAiyat

Becoming part of SANA will, hopefully, help rejuvenate my Sindhi roc_)ts and
conscience. And together we shall upheld freedom and pride of our Sindh.

Zahid Makhdoom
11408 - 89A Street
Fort St. John, B.C. V1] 5N4

Zia fires Pakistan’s PM,
ousts National Assembly

ISLAMABAD (AP) — Pakistani
President Mohammad Zia ul-Ha
yesterday dissolved the Nationa
Assembly, fired his prime minister
and accused legislators of failing to
maintain law and order.

Zia made the announcement at a
news conference minutes after
ousted prime minister Mohammad
Khan Junejo returned home from
a tour of d’hlna, South Korea and
the Philippines.

Zia also disbanded ‘Junejo’s 33- .

member Cabinet.

The action could plunge Pakis-
tan into a new political crisis.
Junejo,- 56, was heading the first
civilian cabinet after eight years of
;g%;tial law imposed by Zia in July

The cabinet and National Assem-
bly, elected in December 1984,
were scheduled to remain in office
until 1990. Junejo was appointed

prime minister in March 1985,

Zia, an army general who took
power in a bloodless coup in 1977,
told reporters that legislators’ in-
ability to maintain law and order
and failure to bring about an
Islamic society led him to take ac-
tion. He said the country’s consti-
tution and the Senate — the upper
house of parliament — would stay
intact,

Under the constitution elections
should be held within 90 da s, but
in a major policy change, Zia said
political parties will be permitted
to propose their own candidates to
contest the assembly seats,

In the 1984 elections, political

parties were not permitted to field -

candidates, leading opposition
parties to boycott the vote.

“The National Assembly has fail-
ed to realize the objective for
which it was elected,” Zia said.

-N-

He and Junejo generally had got
on well. But political observers had
started sensing a divergence of
views on domestic policy issues,
particularly the role political
parties should play in the country.

Zia is opposed to giving political
parties any immediate role, but
Junejo formed his own Pakistan
Muslim League two years ago.

Opposition political parties be-
came active following the forma-
tion of Junejo’s party.

These parties include Benazir
Bhutto’s Pakistan Peoples party, a
rticular source of annoyance to

1a.

Islamic policies

Bhutto refused to comment on
whether Zia's move was linked to
media reports published four days
ago that she was pregnant. Reuter
reports. Bhutto married Pakistani
businessmen Asif Ali Zardari last
December.



NEWSPAPER CUTTINGS

Hafeez Pirzada’s
interview

[SLAMABAD, March 25: Mr Ab-
dul Hafeez Pirzada, leader of the
Sind-Baluch-Pushtoon " Front
(SBPF), has said that the question
of determining the quantum of
provincial autonomy is of secon-
dary nature as the real issue be-

X fore the nation today is of provid-

| Ing guarantees to the provinces

J ?gamst the imposition of martial
aw.

In an interview with Dawn here
on Friday, Mr Pirzada pointed out
that all the guarantees provided in
i the unanimously-agreed 1973 Con-
| stitution against the imposition of
| martial law had failed to block its

way. The only option, he added,
| now left with the federating units
. was to sign a new covenant whe-

rein guarantees should be pro-
vided to the smaller units againsta
| military rule.
| Mr Pirzada said the 1973 Con-
stitution no more existed as it was
abrogated by a military dictator
~despite the fact that Arricle 6 of
' the Constitution provided that
| ‘any person who abrogates or at-
| tempts to abrogate or subverts or
attempts or conspires to subvert
the Constitution by the use of
fprce or by any other unconstitu-
tional means shall be guilty of high
treason.’

CONSTITUTION’S REVIVAL:
Mr Pirzada ridiculed those politi-
cal parties which are demanding
the revival of the original 1973

Constitution. “*Who will revive the
Constitution — General Zia” he
asked, and pointed out that if the
political parties were demanding
a revival of the Constitution from
President Zia then actuallv they
were accepting that the latter had
also the right to abrogate the Con-
stitution. “Adoption of the 1973

~ Constitution would be tantamount

‘to committing suicide,” he
warned.

Asked whether any arrange-
ment could be made whereby
amendments should be .brought
about in the 1973 Constitution, ac-
cording to the consensus of the

| federating units, Mr Pirzada said

the changes being demanded in
the Constitution were out of the
scope of word “amendment.”

The provinces wanted to change
the structure of the Constitution
and any change of such fundamen-
tal nature could not be made by
the Narional Assemblv, he ob-
served. Even if the theorv of bring-
ing about amendments in the 1973
constitution was accepted, he said

it would not serve the purpose as,
according to the present constitu-
tional requirement, two-thirds ma-
joritv in the Assembly was re-
quired to bring about changes.
That majority lay with Punjab,
thus giving Punjabis the veto
power. he said.
The former Law Minister said a
'new Constituent Assembly, hav-
ing equal representation from all
the four provinces, should be
elected with the specific mandare
from the people to frame a new
i constitution. “Whatever is de-
cided by the new assembly will be
acceptable to us even if it rejects
our idea of confederation. That is
the only democratic way accept-
able to us,” he added.
AUTONOMY ISSUE: When as-
ked why he, the author of the 1973
Constitution, had failed to foresee
the future needs of the provinces
in regard to provincial autonomy,
Mr Pirzada replied that this issue
had been discussed threadbare at
that time, and the late Prime
Minister, Mr Zulfikar Ali Bhutto,
had requested that the issue be de-
ferred for 10 years to allow the
“East Pakistan dust to settle
down.” )
Ten years, he said, were comp-
leted in 1983 but the Pakistan
People’s Party failed to take up
the issue. In fact. he added, this
was the major reason for his differ-
ences with the PPP leadership.

WHY FRONT WAS FORMED:
Mentioning the reasons which had
compelled him and his associates
to form the Front, Mr Pirzada
‘charged that the Pakistan
| People’s Party betrayed the four
provinces in 1983 by not taking up
the issue of provincial autonomy.
He said Begum Nusrat Bhurto had
-agreed in 1983 to take a stand on
this on the condition that the PPP
central executive members from
Punjab should be taken into
confidence.

The Punjab PPP leadership, Mr
Pirzada said, also agreed to his
suggestion that four subjects
should be left on the Concurrent
List, budget be also discussed in
the Senate and the second part of
the federal list relating to electric-
ity, etc should be approved by Se-
nate exclusively.

Despite this, he added, the PPP
Chairperson took a new stance
and told the party that some other
component parties of the MRD
were objecting to this proposal.
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He accused Mr Arshad
Chaudhry and Mr Sherbaz Mazari
of exerting pressure on Begum
Nusrat Bhutto for changing her
opinion on this issue. He said when
Ms Benazir Bhutto came to
Pakistan in 1984 he had contacted
her and asked her to take up the
provincial autonomy issue. He re-
gretted that instead of taking up
the issue, Ms Bhurto went to the
United States and, on her return,
issued a statement calling upon
the US administration not to stop
the economic and military aid,
which it was providing to a milit-

 ary dictator.

In 1984, when the referendum
was held, Mr Pirzada recalled, Ms
Bhutto was in London where she
contacted him and asked him to
join her at a Press conference
which she held for the Foreien

Press Association. Also present on
the occasion, Mr Pirzada
maintained, were Sheikh
Rasheed, Mr Ghulam Mustafa
Khar, and Dr Ghulam Hussain. At

Law Minister claimed, Ms Bhutto
clearly stated: “The Federation of
Pakistan has ceased to exist after
this referendum. The 1973 Con-
stitution is dead and gone and the
powers stand reverted to the four
provinces.”

Bur only after two months, Mr
Pirzada pointed out, in March
1985, after the general election
was held in Pakistan, Ms Bhurtto
took a strange position and an-
nounced before the members of
British Parliament that “if they
(the rulers) hold mid-term elec-
tions then they should be accept-
able to her.”

He said there was “no option left
to us after this second betrayal,
but to form SBPF.” The Front re-
leased its basic documents de-
manding the framing of a new con-
stitution on the basis of equal rep-
resentation of provinces in a con-
stituent assembly. Even after that,
he recalled, when a new central
committee of the PPP was formed
in May 1985, Mr Mumtaz Bhutto
was included in it. Later, he ad-
ded, “We were expelled from the
party,” although the person who
expelled them from the party had
no legal power to do so.

PRESENT SITUATION: Refer-
ring to the present political situa-
tion, Mr Pirzada said the conflicts
in Pakistan were multi-
dimensional. There was a conflict
between the haves and have-nots,
Centre and the provinces, and ad-
ded that some new factors had
been added to these conflicts. Now
there was religious intolerance,
the conflict between civilian
supremacy and army hegemony,
urban vs rural claims, and on top
of that, Kalashnikov culrure. Th-
ese new factors. he felt. were be-
cause of the fact that the basic con-
tact between the people had
ceased to exist.

thar Press conference, the forme1

KALABAGH DAM: Asked abour
his views on the Kalabagh Dam is-
sue, he said: “The first man will be
killed the day you try to evacuate
the people from thatr area. You
have no basic strucrure to settle
such national disputes.

“Leave aside the merits and de-
merits of constructing the dam.,
tell me how will you solve this
issue?”

Commenting on the law and or:
der situarion in Sind, Mr Pirzada
said the present policies of the
Government were even worse
then those pursued during the
British colonial rule.

GOVERNOR'S RULE: Asked
whether imposition of Governor’s
rule would help in bringing nor
malcy in his province, the former
law minister said: *This is no solu
tion to the problem. Do you wan
to say that either the Chief Minis
ter or the Governor is ruling the
province” he questioned. “Thi:
system is all a facade and the rea
power is enjoyed by the Chief of

the Army Staff alone,” he added.

However, he said, in principle
he would always. eppose the
Centre’s interference in the inter
nal affairs of the provinces.

AFGHAN ISSUE: Answering :
question on the Afghan issue, M
Pirzada maintained that Pakistar
should sign the accord withou
further delay. Otherwise, he
cautioned ‘“we are going to pu
ourselves in the nut-cracker.” I
we missed the boat, he warned
there would be no point of retun
for us. He thought that if the Gos
ernment failed to act with discre
tion, the after effects would be di:
astrous for Pakistan.

He also lashed out at th
militarisation pelicy of the re
gime, and remarked that such
policy was increasing tension
with India. Due to our militaris:
tion policy, India had reacted sha
ply and increased its militar
capability manifold, he observed

Mr Pirzada also expressed h
apprehensions about the fortl
coming visit of the US Unde
Secretary of State for Defence !
Pakistan. He was of the opinio
that the visit of the US defenc
official was an indication th:
Pakistan was not going to sign tt
Agreement.



EXCERPTS FROM MUMTAZ BHUTTO'S INTERVIEW

Q. You were a founder member of

important member of Mr. Bhutto’s
cabinet. Why did you leave the party?

A. Well, technically speaking, I
didn’t leave the People’s Party; [ was
removed without any notice. Nor was [
asked to explain the fact that I had
joined the Sindhi-Baluch-Pashtun
Front. I was a founder member of the
Sindhi-Baluch - Pashtun-Front, which
came into existence in London in 1985.
The Front allows dual membership.
It’s not a political party; it’s a front like
the MRD. And one can be a member of
the SBPF as well as any other party. So
technically I am still a member of
the PPP because I have not been re-
moved constitutionally.

Q. You have said the Front is not a
political party, that it’s like the MRD.
But the MRD is a united front
of several different parties, whereas
the Front has its own membership and
is functioning as a political party. So
how can you equate the two
orzarisations?

A. The Front is also made up of
political organisations. It's member-
ship includes individuals as well as
other political parties. For instance.
the Mazdoor Kissan Party is a member
of the Front, and NAP Pakhtoonkhwa
or Awami Milli Ittehad, as they call
themselves now, are also members.
And there are one or two other small
political groups in Sind which have
also joined the Front. The Front allows
| dual membership so that you can join
| it either as a party or as an individual.

Q. The confederal system is usu-
| ally worked out between independent,
sovereign states. There isn’t any exam-
ple where the different units, states or
I provinces of one country form a con-
| federal structure.

A. Actually, it's the other way
around. You don't have an example of
independent countries forming a con-
federation. When independent
countries come together, it is either an
alliance or a union or a pact or a treaty
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particular arrangement, that can be
called a confederation. For instance,
the United States of America, from
1775 to 1786, were a confederal state.
They came into existence as a confed-
eracy. Then after that they adopted
the federal system. Then there is the
classic example of Switzerland. For six
and a half centuries they were a con-
federacy. Then before that there was
the German empire and the Dutch em-
pire. And the arrangement you have in

or snmething like that. But when units |
e Telal,

Canada, the status that the Quebec

province has got, is a confederal !

status. In Australia the arrangement
was closer to confederation than fed-
eration and even today it is so. The
Soviet Union has a sort of confederal
system. Article 72 of the Soviet Union
gives the right to secede. And it also
recognises the right of nationahue:-..
But the most recent example is
Yugoslavia. They have a cumpletel_y
confederal system within their
country.

So we believe firmly that in a multi-
national state, particularly where one

nationality is so large that it dominates
all the others, like in Pakistan, the
country can only have a confederal
system. Because what have we had in
Pakistan under the guise of a federal
structure? We've really had a unitary
system in the country. And the federal
system lends itself to abuse, it lends
itself to dictatorship, to military
takeovers. Or, as has happened in
Pakistan, you get complete bloodshed
and chaos, and even the breakup of the
country.

There is also the additional factor of
the Pakistan resolution. We cannot get
away from the fact that Pakistan came
into existence with the Pakistan resol-
ution in the background. And the
Pakistan resolution promised auton-
omy and sovereignty to the units form-
ing the Muslim nation and it gave very
limited powers to the centre. It in fact,
without saying so, accepted the con-
federal principle, that all power vests
in the units that constitute the nation,
and it is through their mutual consent
that they surrender some of their au-
thority to form the federal entity. So
that is the backbone of the confederal
principle. And taking into cansidera-
tion the Pakistan Resolution and then
the decision of thevarious components
to leave India and form Pakistan, you
cannot get away from the fact that this
was even meant to be a confederal

‘state. About a year or a year and a half

ago, Sardar Shaukat Hayat — you will
recall that the Pakistan Resolution
was drafted in his house and he was
there — gave a statement in the Press
that the word confederation was even
used in the Pakistan Resolution. But in
the final draft it somehow got
eliminated. But the principle is very
clearly there.

And the Pakistan Resolution is still
very much there. We are still celebrat-
ing it. It’s still a holiday. There are
parades and jashns and fairs and
melas. If it was as dead as a doornalil,
we should have forgotten it. But no-
body has forgotten it. So if we are still
going to lean on it, then we might as
well believe in it. right or wrong.
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Q. Coming back to the question of
confederation, have you lost all hopes
in a federation?

A. Completely. And 1 anticipate your
next question. [ have never had any
hope in a federal structure and you
may take my word on this or not, but
['d been saying this to Mr Bhutto

shaheed for a very long time, since the
days of my chief ministership, that a
federal arrangement here cannot last.
He was a student of history, he was a
great scholar and intellectual, much
more than [ am, but I had done a little
bit of study also in this field. But he,
knowing the facts far better than I did,
took it rather lightly and said, “Well
you leave that to me, and I'll decide for
both of us.” I said all right. He was my
leader and { had full faith in him. But [
tell you, when I met him after I was
released from jail and went to see him in
Rawalpindi on death row, one of the
first things he said to me was “You
were right, and if I come out of this
alive, the direction of my politics is
going to be different.” o

Q. It is also said that by using the
army in Baluchistan Mr Bhutto paved

| the way for the army takevoer. Do you

agree.?

A. Yes, once the army was sent into
Baluchistan, I think the battle was lost.
control was lost.

Q. Nationalist sentiment in Sind has
grown visibly in recent years. Yet G.M.
Syed, called the ‘father of Sindhi
nationalism,’ never quite managed to
make it despite some following in the
ranks of the young. Why?

A. That is because what G.M. Sved
said was over twenty-five years too
early. He talked of Sindhudesh at a
time when it was considered a verv
brave thing to even talk about provin-
cial autonomy. So at that time there
was still a feeling for Pakistan and
Sind. And the exploitation had not
been so great, martial laws had not
been suffered to this extent, and the
sense of deprivation as it prevails to-

day was not there. So he said this too |

early, and there was no complete prog-
ramme, there was just a slogan. They
raised the slogan, but they did not

|

know what to do next. So that is why it |

did not gather much momentum. But it
is different today. Verv different.




SINDH

A Historical Perspective

(Extracts from an Article by Dr. N. A. Baloch)

SINDH, in a broad sense, is synonymous with the lower Indus Valley. It comprises of a
rich alluvial plain bisected by the Indus, flanked on the right by a rocky range, and on the left
by the desert.

The INDUS has been the life-stream of the lower valley of Sindh. The economic life
of Sindh has been the function of the Indus. It has always provided the Sindh population with
sufficient means of livelihood.

It is important to note that throughout the ancient and medieval times, the Indus valley
has marked a vague but important boundary line between India proper and the trans/Indus
lands. The territories west of the Indus Valley, in the remote past, often formed parts of the
kingdoms and Empires whose seats of Govts. were situated variously in Persia, Greece,
Turkistan, Arabia and Iraq.

EARLY HISTORY:

The Indus Valley civilization is the farthest visible out-post of Archaeology in the abyss
of pre-historic times (2500-2000 B.C.).

The early history of Sindh opens up with contacts with Iran, (520-515 B.C), when Darius |
annexed Sindh to Persian Empire. Two centuries later, Sindh was stormed by Alexander the
Great (326-75 B.C.) Foundation of the still existing town of Sehwan is attributed to Alexander.

After an interlude of orTe hundred years, during which Sindh rulers might have paid homage
to the Mauryan power; Greek rule was re-established in Sindhi through the Bacterian Greek
conquest of N.W. India in 195 B.C. This influnece lasted till probably 150 B.C.

This was followed by the conquest of Sakas or Scythians and Kushans (120-B.C. to
200 A.C.) Both were of Turki origin and brought in Sindhi the cult and culture of the Turki
tribes, later the great Kushan Emperor Kanishka spread Buddhism into Sindh during 100 B.C. to
100 A.C.

The Turkish influence was strengthened under the Parthian kings (50 A.C.to 200 A.C.).
The Turkish influence was further strengthened under the Epthalites and the white Huns (4th &

5th centuries A.C). Under the White Huns, Budhism suffered a heavy blow, and Brahmanism
infiltrated into the upper classes.

With the rise of the Sassanids in Persia by the middle of the third century A.C., Sindh
passed under the suzerainty of the Persian Empire. On the death of Empgror Firuz _(459 to 531
A.C.) the White Huns dominated Persia (483 to 485 A.C.) It was during the reign of Kisra
Nausherwan (531 to 599) that the power of the Epthalites and the Huns was crushed and
Sindh was annexed to the Sassanid Empire.

During the 6th Century, the Princes of the Rai Dynasty ruled over the Budhislip Sindh
and they seem to have become independent of Persia. With th2 defeat and death of Rai Sehras,
Sindh again passed under the suzerainty of Persia.

The Persian power declined in the 7th Century, and by 628 Chuch, a Brahman (622 A.C.)
supplemented the Rai dynasty with the Brahman dynasty. Chuch became mdeppnden( and
tried to occupy the Makran, and this brought him in conflict with the Arab-Muslim armies in
Makran. This policy was later continued by his son Dahar. Sindh was then conquered by the
Arabs, and brought under the Umayyid rule in 711/12 A.C.
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MUSLIM PERIOD IN CHRONOLOGICAL ORDER:
1. The Arab period 93/712 to 450/1058.

Rule of the Sumras (450/1058 to 750/1349).

Sammas (750/1379-927/1520).

Arghuns (927/520-962/1555).

Tarkhans (962/1555-1000/1592).

Mughal Rule (1000/1592-1150/1737).

Kalhoras (1700-1196/1782).

Talpur Amirs (1196/1782 to 1259/1843).

British Rule (1843-1947).
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Sindh separates from Bombay (1937).

—
—

Independence from the British Imperialists (1947).

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Children's Section

SANGAT will include a Children's Section
starting from next issue. Articles are
invited from Sindhi children in Sindhi or
in English. Master Sachal Sindhu Lakhwani
will be the editor of this section.

Publication in SANGAT

SANGAT invites articles for publication
on subjects related to Sindh and Sindhis.
The articles should be in Sindhi or
English and no more than 10 pages long.
The editor reserve the right to exclude
any article from publication in SANGAT.
Articles received by SANGAT will not be
sent back to the writers under any
circumstances. The articles should be
type written with six lines per inch and
3.5 inches long lines. The Sindhi
articles may be handwritten if legible.
All articles received 15 days in advance
of the publication date will be
considered for publication in the next
issue. The publication dates are: January
1, March 1, June 1, and September 1.
Authors of the articles published in
SANGAT are responsible for opinions
expressed in these articles. The editor
of SANGAT or any officer or member of
SANA is not responsible for opinions
expressed by the authors.
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