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SANA PRESIDENT URGES SINDHI DOCTORS IN U.K. TO FORM
A BROAD-BASED ASSOCIATION OF SINDHIS IN EUROPE

The following are some excerpts from the letter sent by SANA
President to the President of The Sindhi Doctors Association

in U.K.:

Like the European continent, the North America too represents a
large area and encompases multiple countries. Our membership is
widely spread over a large area from the shores of the Pacific
ocean to the beaches of Atlantic. Much of SANA's communication is
through correspondence, telephone, and through the pages of our
quarterly newsletter SANGAT. In terms of the personal contact, our
membership only meets once a year when members meet the fellow
North American Sindhis to share their views and concerns about the
problems facing today's Sind. Like your organization, SANA too is
composed mainly of professionals. This year our doctor members have
even started a doctor's group within SANA.

With this background and very respectfully I make the suggestion
that the Sindhi Doctor's Association enlarge and enhance it's

role to include all sindhis in Europe. I will appreciate if you
would kindly present this suggestion to your members in the Sep. 4.
meeting to di'scuss and evaluate the feasibility of establishing

the European Sindhi Association (ESA). Based on our experiences,

I can assure you that no matter how discouraging the circumtances
may appear now, you will sobn start gathering support o6f all sindhis
in Europe.

I beleive that the associations such as SANA, SDA, and the proposed
ESA fill an inherent human need - the need for identity, the need
tg be closer to the people of similar cultural background, and
finally the desire to contribute towards the solution of the
problems facing our motherland.

ignggcz}ew, ;he key mllesgones Fowards the formation of SANA were
contac ;Egvt e Norty Ameylcan sindhis on phone and the distribution
of ey.questlonnalrg. These tasks were critical and difficult
t_cause they 1nv91ved considerable expense in terms of money and
p;gﬁiéeam enclos;ng'copies of certain SANA working papers which

pro pOligre;terb1n51ght of'how.SANA was formed and how it functions.

our pol gutas teen to av01q direct involvement in the political

nar . » at the same time encourage free and frank discussion
2tween members on the problems facing &=y today's Sind.- '

I am sure I represent the views of the SANA membership in saying
tbat SgNA will be glad to provide any assistance including some
flnagc1al support towards the start of a Europe-based organization
of sindhis. We could also provide some person-time help towards
the establishment: of a newsletter of the proposed association.
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LETTERS TO SANA

While I respect the individual right to freedom of opinion,
Saeed Rashdi's letter in the last issue of Sangat regarding my
television interview on April 11, 1988 hurt me deeply. Rashdi's
simple deploration of sociopolitical deprivation of Sindhis in
Pakistan would be incomplete and fruitless without visualizing
of the possible alternative courses of action for Sindhis. His
personal judgement on my analysis of related options, and that

I was used by the Indian Media compels me to ask him, that
"Hasn't the entire Sindhi Nation been used and colonized for the
sake of Lahnda Punjabi hegemony in the very political structure
of Pakistan; and should that not be questioned 7?*

Through Sangat, I would like to advise Saeed to be constructive
both in thought and action. It would be his service to Sindhi
people, if he starts criticizing and challenging the existing
stereotypes in the West on Pakistan in general and Sindh in
particular, than condemning those who attempt to address the
actual sociopolitical realities of contemporary Sindhi society in
an objective and scholarly manner,

Aftab A. Kazi

Recently a sindhi scholar Dr. A. Kazi was interviewed by the

media. Some SANA members and non-members who disagreed with him
took exception to his viewpoints. The SANA leadership has seen

fit to issue a clarifying statement that the viewpoints
presented are his (Dr. Kazi’'s) personal viewpoints and do not
reflect the viewpoints of SANA.

The questions I would like to raise are:

1. Was Dr. Kazi invited because he is a scholar or because

he is a SANA member?

2. Did Dr. Kazi in his interview state that the viewpoint he

expounds are SANA’s?

3. Will SANA‘'s leadership issue a statement anytime a SANA
member discusses a issue (in which they are considered to be
experts) with the media? If the answer is, ’'yes’. I would
like our leadership to issue a similar clarification
regarding Dr. G. Agha’'s statement to Time magazine

regarding ’'animal rights’ because I disagree with Dr. Agha’'s
viewpoint. I hope you see that it can get silly.

Come on now, this is North America and we can feel free to at
least discuss the issues that concern us and allow people with
differing viewpoints to voice their opinions. Let us not muzzle
and silence our own -- we have enough of that in Sindh!

S. Lakhavani
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
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NEWS BULLETIN

(News gathered from, newspapers,
periodicals, and individual sources)

The Dictator Died

(Bahawalpur) General Zia, the
military dictator of Pakistan
died when his plane piunged to
ground due to reasons yet un-
known. He was returning after a
demonstration of a US built tank.
There were about 30 others in his
entourage. All of them perished
in the mishap. United States Amb-
assador and his military attache
were also among the dead. About
20 of the most senior Pakistani
military officials died in the
incident. Mirza Aslam Beg, who
was the most senior army official
alive, has been made the Chief of
Army staff, He is the first refu-
gee from India ever to become the
Chief of Pakistani Army. He was
born in Utter Pardesh province of
India. He has pledged that the
military not interfere in the
country's politics.

There are all kinds of rumours
about the cause of the plane crash
in which General Zia died. Initi-
ally India was blamed to have
blown the plane with a surface to
air misile. Also, KGB, KHAD, and
dissident gr oups in Pakistan were
blamed for planting a bomb in a
box of mangoes which was given to
the dictator by local politicians.
An American investigation team is
investigating the cause of the
crash. Their preliminary findings
have determined that a mechanical
malfunction may have + caused
the plane to crash and explode. It
was also speculated in the press
that oposition block in the Army
or Afghan rebels,unhappy with Zia,
may have arranged the incident.

Several Airport employees were
arrested and interogated. A PAF
Squadern Leader has also been taken
in custody and is being accused of
involvement in the incident.

Mr. Ghulam Ishaq Khan has taken over

as President and has promised to carry
on with the election schedule outlined
by the dictator. Mr, Khan is a seasoned
bureaucrat and believed to have been
behind the coup in which Premier Bhutto
was toppled by General Zia., Mr. Khan

has kept the Zia Cabinet intact and has
imposed emergeny in the country. He has
also appointed an Emergency Council
which includes all of the military chiefs.

After the news of Zia's death was announ-
ced, many people,who had benefitted from
his regime,were genuinely saddened. On
the other hand many who were victims of
his regime did not hide their jubil a-
tion and were seen distributing sweets.
Most of the opposition politions stressed
that the new Government should concentrate
on free and fair elections and that the
political parties should be allowed to
participate in the elections freely.

Ms. Benazir Bhutto, the leader of PPP,
said in an interview that she did not
regret Zia's death and that the violance
begates violance. She has also pledged
that if she became the Prime Minister of
Pakistan she will restore the 1373
constitution. (See other details inside)

Hyderabad Mayor Attacked

(Latifabad-Staff Report) Mr. Aftab Shaikh,
the Mayor of Hyderabad and a leader of
MQM, was ambuished outside of his house
when he was getting out of his car. He
and his driver were seriously injured.

One of the Municipal Councilors,who was
with him and shielded him,was dead on

the way to a hospital. The mayor who
received ten bullets in his body survived
and was back to his house from hospital
within a week or so. He deplored the riots
in Hyderabad which occured after the attack
upon his life, .

Attacks Against Sindhis
(Hyderabad-3taff Report) Mohajir terrorists

were let loose in Hyderabad after the
Mayor of Hyderabad was ambuished.

—Y0 -



‘Life and property of any Sindhi reported that the Maulana asks Mr. Shaikh
living in Hyderabad and Latifabad to get rid of Sindhis from Hyderabad and
was a fair game for Mohajir terro-  Shaikh agrees. The reports were, however,
rists. About seven innocent Sindhis denied by Mr. Shaikh and Maulana Nadvi.
were killed by the Mohajirs.

Hundreds of shops, clinics, stores, In a related story, a truck full of very
and other property owned by Sindhis Sophisticated weapons were captured in

was looted and burned,infront of Peshawer, The weapons were bought by MQM
police and military,during and after followeres and were being taken to Hyder-
curfew hours. Calls for help and abad. The discovery of the above tape and
protection from helpless Sindhis weapons worth millions of dollars raised

were denied by the local adminstr- eyebrows and it was widely speculated
ation which is entirly non-Sindhi. that the attack on the Mayor and riots
All key positions in Hyderabad were were engineered by fallowers of Maulana
filled with non-Sindhi officers afterNadavi. This was supported by the partidity
Sindhi officers were removed when of the local administartion during riots
Ret. General Rahim, a Mohajir, was because of Nadvi's intimate relationship
appointed as the Governor of Sind. with the Zia regime in which he served as
Sindhis were not only the victimsof Minister for Religion and Hajj.
brutal attacks by the MOhajir
terrorists but the local administ- Niaz Bhatti Arrested
ration was also taking shots at them.
Their houses were searched. They were(Kotri-Staff Report) A Chandka Medical
harassed. Many of them ended up in College Final year student,Mr. Niaz Bhatti.
Jails without any charges while the was arrested here by police as the culprit
terrorists continued their carnage of ambuishing the Mayor of Hyderabad.
unabatted., Several of his friends were also being
sought on similar charges. Mr. Bhatti and
Sindhi politicians were no where to others charged in the case are all members
be found when all this was going on. of the JSSF. Mr. Bhatti was kept incomm-
Makhdooms and Palijo were the only unicado for several days. He was severely
leaders who challenged the cowards. beaten and tortured during police custody.
Mr. G. M. Syed chose to meet with His parents and sister, who live in
the MQM leader Mr. Altaf Hussain Larkana, were also mistreated and tortured.
during the riots. They did, however,Mr. Bhatti addressed a press conference
call for calm and situation returned in Karachi after charges were filed against

to normal after several weeks of his son. He spoke of the troture and

tense conditions. beatings suffered by his son and his family,
He asked the AmnestyInternational and

Reaction to Riots other human rights organizations of the

wWorld to see to it that his son gets a
(Hyderabad- Staff Report) The riots, fair and open trial and that torture of
started in Hyderabad,spread to some his son and family is condemned.
other towns in Sind. Tando Jam,
Larkana, Sakrand, and Gambat were Rift Between Palijo and Syed
the towns where the riots resulted
in deaths. Otherwise, protest marches(Karachi- Staff Report) It was reported
and calls for help to Sindhi victims in the press that Mr. Palijo and Mr. Syed,
were carried out in every nook and both leaders of the Sind National Alliance

corner of Sind. were having serious disagreement on the
) matter of including Mohajirs in the alliance
Were Riots Planned Mr. Palijo opposes the idea, whereas, Syed

supports it.
(Hyderabad- Staff Report) A tape
of telephone conversation between
Aftab Shaikh, Present Mayor, and
Maulana Nadvi, the former Mayor,
surfaced 'in Hyderabad. The press

— -



BhAutto’ Receives Award

London-Razakar) Ms. Benazir
hutto, Co-Chairperson of PPP, was
awarded an Austrian prestigeous
human rights award for her work in
Pakistan. She went to Vienna to
receive the award.
Rehana Bhutto will be Tried
(Paris-Razakar) Ms. Rehana Bhutto,
wife of late Murtaza Bhutto,will be
tried in a Frecch court for not

coming to rescue of a person whose
life was in danger.

Zia's Trip Cancelled

(Washington,Razdan) General Zia,
who died in a plane crash, was
planning to visit USA but decided
to cancel it. As a result Pakistan
Embassy cancelled all its programs
connected with the Zia visit.

Cause of Riots in Hyderabad

(Hyderabad-Hilal) The city has

been in the grip of riots since mid
June., It has been reported that a
protest march by Sindhi students was
fired upon as they were passing the
HMC building. The firing was coming
from the Municipal Corporation
building. Several Sindhi students
were injured. As the news reached

to Jamshoro, bus loads of Sindhi
students started arriving from
Jamshoro, Tando Jam, and other places
to protest the firing. Mohajirs
started rioting to respond.peaceful
protest of Sindhis. The Mohajir
terrorists were supported
by MQM leadership. Several Sindhi
lives and property belonging to
Sindhis in Hyderabad were lost.
Eversince this round of violance,
Mohajirs have been harassing Sindhis
in most urban areas of Sind and

have threatened that if Sindhis did
not vacate cities they will do so
by force.

Qamar Bhatti Arrested

(Hyderabad-Hilal) Police has arrested
Mr. Qamar Bhatti, the President of
J3SF. He has been arrested at the
direction of high officials. No formal

charges have been brought against him,
Zia Will Certainly Go

(Lahore-Hilal) Ms. Benazir Bhutto, the
Co=-Chairperson of PPP, said in late June
that this will be the last year for Zia
to carry out his oppresive reign of
terror against the poor people of Pakitan
She said that he will not last before
the year is out. Similar prediction was
also made by Pir Pagara, who said that
he was certain that General Zia will

go . Both predictions have
proven to be correct.

PPP Flourishing

(Karachi-Hilal) Many politicians, who

had left PPP to join Zia,are slowly

but surely returning to PPP. The trend
is quite strong in Punjab. Even Khar

was said to have been contemplating to
come back to PPP if given a seat in the
Assembly. Many political observers

say that this phenomenon has been caused
by Zia's removal of Junejo and following
rift between Zia and Pagara. Muslim
League has been weekened due to PPP's
successful recruiting of the old guard.

G.M.Syed Wants Pagara

(Hyderabad- Staff Report) Mr. G. M. Syed,
the founder of Jeay Sind Movement, said
ina speech that this was hightime that
all Sindhis must unite and fight tooth
and nail to protect and regain their
national and human rights. He appealed
to all Sindhis to come under the fold
of Sind National Alliance and work for
Sind. He asked Pir Pagara and Ms. Bhutto
to join Sind National Alliance because
they do not look good without Sind. He
reminded Pir Pagara his words when Mr.
Syed had invited him to join Muslim
League in forties. Pir Pagara had told
him that the Muslim League was formed
by British and it would hurt the cause
of Sind.

Rabita Islami Signs Accord With Zia

(Rawalpindi-Dawn) Syed Ameen Aqueel
Attas, Assistant Secretary General of
Rabita Al-Alam-Al-Islami met General
Zia to establish a fund for bringing
Biharis to Pakistan (i.e. Sind). It was
later revealed by Bangladesh Foreign
Secretary in Dacca that an agreement

—Fr-



has been signed. Under the agreem-
ent, a trust fund will be set up

to raise $284 million to bring the
Biharis and settle then in Sind.
The estimated number of Biharis is
300,000, It will take three years
to complete the task. Already there
are 500,000 Biharis who have gone
to Sind illegally through India,
‘Nepal and Burma.

Benazir Pledges to Spend on Defense

(Islamabad- Jang) Ms. Benazir Bhutto,
PPP Co-Chairpergon, commenting on

the Budget outlays, said that shewill
not reduce expenditure on Defense

and Bureaucracy.

Armacost on Elections

(New Delhi- Hilal) US Deputy Foreign
Secretary, Mr. Armacost, said that he

was certain that the elections will

be held in Pakistan as announced by

General ZzZia. He likened the removal

of Junejo by Zia as a mini coup.

SANA EXECUTIVE COUNCIL CONDEMNS
VIOLENCE AGAINST SINDHIS

In a press statement, the SANA Executive
Council has concemned the acts of viol-
ence azainst Sinchis in Hyderahad and
other urban centers of Sind.

The statement degplored activities of
Maulana Nadvi (Federal Minister) and
of Hyderabad Mayor wvho encouraged such
violence. The statement demanded that
these officials be removed from their
offices to restore the peace in the
troubled areas.

The Executive Council has appealed to
all sindhis all over the world to come
to the help of their sindhi brothers
and sisters and to help mobilize the
world opinion against this violence.

In the same statement, the SANA Exec-
utive Council also condemned the agree-
ment between the Pakistan Government
and Mutmar Al-Alam-Al Islami to raise
funds for bringing Biharis to Sind from
Bangladesh. The statement pointed the
irony that Bangladesh too is a Muslim
country and guarantees the same rights
to Biharis as other Bangladeshis.

SANA MEMBERSHIP URGED TO
PUBLICIZE THE PLIGHT OF
SIND AND SINBHTS

The SANA Executive Council in a
letter to all SANA members have

urgec¢ the membership to play an
active role to publicize the plight
of Sind in North America. The memb-
erc have been asked to write to their
local politicians and make them avare
of the problems faced by the Sindhis.
The politicians are likely to act as
it is election time both in the USA
and Canada.

The letter was accompanied by a
synopsis of the Sind-related issues
and problems. The key points from
this synopsis are as follovs:

0 The plight of Sind andé Sindhis
continues unabated.Sindhi farmers
continue to be pushed into landless
status. Scores of Sindhi youth
remain in jails and the local admin-
istration is run by non-sindhis vith
a nev round of violence and suppre-
ssion against sincdhis.

0 All the incustrial economy economy
in Sind region is owned and contro-
lled by non-sinchis. Unemployment
among sinchis continues to soar
whereas other regions of Pakistan
seem to be prospering.

O Now that the dictator General Zia
is no longer at the helm of the
Pakistan affairs, a new opportunity
has been created to restore justice,
fairness, democracy, egual oppor-
tunity, and to end the exploitation.
A just and democratic Pakistan with
ecual rights for its various prov-
inces ia as much in the interests
of Pakistan as the Western countries.

0 The sindhi people are traditionally
mild mannered, historically very
hospitable even to their adversaries,
tolerant of various faiths and beli-
efs. The reader is urged to use his/
her influence and persuasion to help
eliminate the plicht og Sindhi people

ry



The Death of Zia
Could Hurt India

residthiatM'hq’l-dﬁhha
provoked not just regret and anxi-
= ety but also a sneaking feeling of
Ielef in some quarters n India. The re-
i
themsens ﬂm;mwhow.ﬂd :
himself to India to see a cricket mate]
e i To0pS were acing theis eyl
along the entire frontier meant
any real harm to them. _
- doubt about what it will choose. It goes
| without saying that a military regime with
a weak to nonexistent popular base will
be far more anxious to court a powerful
foreign patron than Zia did.
There is, thus, no silver lining to the
cloud that Zia’s death has brought over
India’s relations with Pakistan. The most
that New Delhi can do is to deny Paki-
stan’s new rulers any chance to use a sup-
posed threat from India to consolidate
its hold on power within the country and
justify the continued flow of American
arms to them after the Soviet pullout has

been c_(.)mplehed‘ . B
Zia Decrees

By RAJA ASGHAR

ISLAMABAD (Reuter) — President

Mohammad Zia ul-Haq has decreed that
the Islamic legal code of Sharia will be
Pakistan’s supreme law.
The decree issued on June 15 said all ex-
isting and future laws had to conform to
Sharia, interpreted as “injunctions of
Islam laid down in the Holy Koran and
Sunnah” (tradition of Prophet
Mohammed).

The decree, although coming into
force immediately, provided that most
decisions of superior courts enforcing
Sharia would not be effective until at least
three months after the general elections
which are due about Aug. 26.

Zia also said in a televised speech that
the next National Assembly (lower house
of Parliament) could reject the decree.

“Sharia shall be the supreme source
of law in Pakistan and ground norm for
guidance for policy-making by the state,”
the decree said.

Zia said this decree’s interpretation of
Sharia was acceptable to all Islamic sects.
But political analysts said a controversy
was bound to follow because of dif-
ferences among sects.

Armed clashes between the Muslim
Sunni and Shiite sects are common in
Pakistan because of their religious dif-
ferences.

Even Sunnis are sharply divided
among themselves on various religious
matters.

NEWSPAPER CUTTINGS

U.S. Silent on Zia Vote Plan

By AZIZ HANIFFA

WASHINGTON — The United States has
refused to be drawn into commenting on
Pakistani President Mohammed Zia
Hag's failure to schedule an election date,
following his dismissal last month of
Prime Minister Mohammed Khan June-
jo and the entire National Assembly.

The State Department spokesman,
Charles Redman, simply repeated a state-
ment the administration issued in the
wake of Zia's dismissal of Junejo and the
Assembly May 29 on charges that they
failed to maintain law and order and to
carry out his policy of Islamization.

Redman said that the Administration
believed “that prompt elections are an

- important element in maintaining the

progress that Pakistan has made in
recent years toward democracy.”

“We hope.” he added, “that President
Zia will act on his pledge to hold national
elections, [and] that they will be held
soon and that they will be free and fair”

He refused to comment when asked if
the US. had informed Zia that the
massive American aid program to Paki-
stan would be in jeopardy if he failed to
schedule elections soon. “I've given you

what I have to say about the question of
elections” Redman said.

The New York Times, quoting un-
named American officials, reported last
week from Islamabad that Zia had been
told of the Administration’s displeasure
and its concern that any steps that in-
dicated Pakistani plans to return to mar-
tial law would damage ties with
Washington.

Aid Threat Indicated

The Times report also quoted one
American official as saying, “They have
been informed that if elections are not
held soon, the whole aid program is in
jeopardy in Congress.”

Asked if the U.S. had any comment on
an apparent constitutional dispute that
had emerged in Pakistan over whether
elections should be held within 90 days
or simply announced within that period
and held later, Redman said, “I can’t help
on that one”

The State Department announced last
week that Zia, who was scheduled to vis-
it Washington after attending the United
Nations special session on disarmament,
had canceled his trip because of the situa-
tion in Pakistan.

Pakistan Atom Aid for Iran?

LONDON (PTD — Pakistan and Iran®
hg!waseaumdeardnlmd:r
‘which Iran is receiving technical help, in-
cluding the training of Iranian engineers
in Pakistan, according to a newspaper

The pact was signed at a secret meet-
ing in Vienna between Reza Amerollkhi,
head of the Iranian Atomic Energy Or-
ganization, and Munir Ahmed Khan,
chairman of the Pakistan Atomic Energy
.Commission, some time last year, the’
Observer reported on June 12.

As a result, it said, six Iranian nuclear
officers are in Pakistan to receive advanc-
ed training. Two were identified as Saeed
Reza and Haji Rambshahar

U.S. Silent

WASHINGTON — The State Depart-
ment has refused to comment on remarks
by Pakistan’s new army chief, Gen. Mirza
Aslam Beg, who told the military last
week to stay out of politics.

A department spokeswoman, Phyllis
Oakley, said: “I don’t have any further
comment on that. We have given our
comments already on the initial report
that elections will be held as they had
been scheduled”

~ In February 1986, Pakistan offered to
‘help Iran and Turkey 1o train engineers
in nuclear energy. The Iranians had then
sent four engineers to Pakistan, the pa-

Abde! Qader Khan, a Pakistani nucle-
ar scientist, had also secretly visited Iran's
Wdﬂtmhmm

ation Treaty under the Shah’s govern-

_ ment in 1970, but doubts persist over the
muclear intentions of the revolut;

regime that seized power nine years later
-and has been at war with Irag most of
that peried. S

Terrorist

NEW DELHI — India has given to Pak-

istan documenged evidence to buttress
its claim of Islamabad’s “involvement” in
Punjab terrorism.
_ The Z]-page document, presented dur-
ing last month's meeting of Home Secre-
taries in New Delhi, elicited no immediate
response from Pakistan, which has con-
sistently denied any hand in Sikh ex-
tremist activities.



Bhutto Awaits Baby and a

KARACHI — After enduring house ar-
rest, exile and the failure of a popular
movement to dislodge Pakistan’s military

and argued that she and her Pakistan
People’s Party had earned their position
as the country’s dominant political force.
She said that party elections held after
her return from England in 1986 were

President, Benazir Bhutto sits serenely -, more “widely based” than those of “any

at her headquarters here, waiting for the
chips to fall. She says that if she becomes—
Prime Minister her first order of business

will be to restore a constitution written

by her father and abolish the presiden-

tial powers assumed by the man who had

him executed.

At the Head of the Pack

The daughter of Zulfikar Ali Bhutto,
the Prime Minister who was deposed by
Gen. Muhammad Zia ul-Haq 11 years
ago, is now commonly expected to be at
the head of the pack after nationwide
general elections scheduled for Now. 16.

She is nearly eight months pregnant,
and her emotionally charged crusade
against her father’s executioner died with
Zia in an unexplained plane crash on
Aug. 17; yet she has used these seeming
drags on a political campaign to her ad-
vantage.

Benazir Bhutto says “nothing in life is
easy,’ but she argues that she has been
able to win over powerful groups that sup-
ported Zia and will be able to solve prob-
lems of discrimination against women
and minorities, unemployment, lawless-
ness, drug addiction, corruption and oth-
er ills she describes as “the extremely
bitter harvest” of Zia's long hold on power
here.

A Mixed Accent

Bhutto is a tall, sharp-featured woman
with short, jet-black hair and an accent
that crosses the mid-Atlantic tones of Ox-
ford and Harvard with hi parts of the
vocal register that are more common to
the upper-class drawing rooms of
Karachi. In an interview early this week,
she sat at one end of a long couch, nuzzl-
ed intermittently by her calico cat, with
her well-advanced pregnancy partly veil-
ed in muslin scarves.

_She referred repeatedly to Zia's legacy

other political party on the subconti-
nent”’ A decision not to boycott local
elections late last year led to a less than
dominant showing, she said, but put the
party “in a better position for the general
election.”

‘Calculations Went Wrong’

“We took on Zia head-on; we said, ‘Zia
is the dictator;” Bhutto said of her party.
“Because | made Zia the focus, he made
me the focus through his proteges, the
Muslim League”” She continued: “But
Zia's calculations went wrong. The op-
his Muslim League is split”’

Bhutto spoke to India Abroad and
representatives of four other interna-
tional newspapers for about an hour at
the sprawling family home that now
serves as her headquarters.

No Compromise on Politics

She stressed that her party had not
compromised its politics, arguing that it
had merely tempered its view on the Ar-
my and the United States in order to
undermine the support of these two dom-
inant forces for Zia's government.

On India, Bhutto said, “Traditionally,
relations have deteriorated when there
is a military dictatorship and improved
when there is democracy in the two coun-

Army Cetting a Bad Name

Bhutto and other members of her par-
ty have said that Zia's military government
weakened the country’s ability to oppose
India, citing the intermittent skirmishes
over the Siachen glacier in Kashmir,
where they say Pakistan lost ground and
allowed a corridor to be opened that
threatened the country’s defenses.

“The army was getting a bad name over
along period of time,” Bhutto said, refer-
ring to martial law courts and other uses

Call to Rule

of military power within the country by
Zia. “This put the armed forces under

a continuous strain while the Russians |

a country not only in which the supe
-powers have been involved but in whic
there’s been a very bitter civil war"

were. giving us threats and the Indians .S Praised United Nations negotiatc

were giving us threats” .

tain military spending which is estimated
at up to 60 percent of a debt-loaded and
aid-financed budget, Bhutto said, “I am.
for a strong defense; you can't be wishy-

Wants US. Ald Continped
Reflecting what an American diplomat;
here described in an earlier interview as;
“a pragmatism that people get when they
get close to being in power” Bhutto said
that she would not seek to redefine her
country’s relationship with the United

-Diego Cordovez, saying that “He alon
is il the best position” to see
agreements “on all sides” to bring peac

- to accompany the withdrawal of Sovie

forces from Afghanistan.
Continuing the Legacy

Negotiations are due soon on som:

P sort of electoral alliar 1ce between the Pak

istan People’s Party and the othe:
members of the Movement to Restore
l?emocracy Bhutto has said, “If we car
sit together in jails, why can't we sit to.
gether in Parliament.”

In the comfort of her late father:

“The United States gives us a home, however, she spoke mainly of her
States. i amount of military and hope to continue the legacy of the first
economic aid” she m “and we would PPP government which ran from 1972

like to see it kept up. My father was in % 1977.
power when the arms embargo against __ She said she would seek to restore Pak.
Pakistan was lifted” ’ mlmcolm‘m n, which was part-
Bhutto acknowledged a reservoir of - - y-superseded Dy vrrezra wrow it 190
anti-American feeling among would-be  when he lifted martial law and declare
voters here, but she said that her party  himself President after a disputed pe
felt “that at a higher political level the  centage of voters approved a referendus
reaction against the U.S. was really help-  in favor of official stagus for the Islam
ing Zia because the US. was feeling religion. ‘
threatened by democracy” Wasts Health’Insurance
Backing Away From Extremism Bhutto said she hoped to introduce
She said that fears that “we would ale  health insurance system staffed by cu
action against the Army” had similarly rently unemployed doctors; introduc
strengthened Zia and that her marked  agricultural taxes for big landlords. er
shift away from denunciations of the Ar-  force previous land reforms, distribut
xyata'l')du"e U&im?ﬂwmﬁﬁ fallow, state-owned lands to the landles
during the years of oppression and give provincial governments powe
party was be.!ngshlﬁedmoreandmore to disbiitse federally determined quota
to extremes. . of public jobs.
_Sbesud,_howevet.ﬂni&berconsaous On the Islamization programs that Zi
Mmﬂwmmmmmﬂm claimed were his reason for staying i
from her father’s socialist economicshad [ ower, Bhutto said. “General Zia did nc
not chased the leftists out of the party. 4, any service to Islam. He used th

“They didn’t leave; they criticized while
staying in the party,” she said. “The ones

On Afghanistan, she said, "B.mcalb
we don't really know ing on. If's

name of religion to cloak the most brut:
repression in the history of the subcor
tinent. After his death, what is to sho
for it?”

Pakistan Opposition

KARACHI — Leaders of the nine-party
Movement for Restoration of Democracy
MRD) began a meeting last week to work
out an electoral alliance while dismiss-
ing speculation that the eight-year-old
anti-Zia alliance would splinter in the
absence of a common enemy.

Khan Abdul Wali Khan, who is head
of the Awami National Party and now
holds the rotating post of convenor of the
opposition movement, said that concern
over whether the new Muslim League fac-
tion would “allow free and fair elections”
had dominated the first day of meetings
between the heads of the coalition’s
parties.

movement to restore democracy. “We
have been through too much together in
the last eight years to give up,” he said.

MRD members also said that they
would call for the removal of the
caretaker Chief Ministers of three of Pak-
istan’s four provinces. They feared that
with a now declared interest in the
November elections, the Chief Ministers
would use their official powers to in-
fluence voting in the provinces.

Bhutto Seeks ‘Good Relations’

Dipankar De Sarkar adds from
London:

“Good relations” with India will be
“one of the top priorities” of a Pakistan
People’s Party government, the party
leader, Benazir Bhutto, said in an inter-
view published recently.

— Y. —

TurksBanExmﬂdA—Mmﬂanakismn

ANKARA — Turkey has banned the

Pakistan of equipment that

* can be used in the manufacture of enriched uranium, dealing Islamabad what

could be a serious blow to its clandestine nuclear weapons program.
The ban came into effect on June 22. Prime Minister Turgut Ozal inform-
edvisiﬁmPﬁmeMirﬁsterRaiimadhiﬂﬁsmkabwtﬂﬁsdedsionduﬁng

their talks.

India had earlier conveyed its concern to Turkey over Pakistan’s getting
a large number of components, that can be used in a nuclear weapons pro-
gram, particularly inverters, from Western countries through Turkey. These
were used by Pakistan for enriching uranjum. _

"Imhappyﬂmat'ﬂnicyhmhnpoudﬂnhmoninmm"candhl
said on July 18 at a joint press conference with Ozal.

The Turkish leader also informed Gandhi that Istanbul had decided to
withdraw a ban it had imposed on the screening of Richard Attenborough'’s
film “Gandhi”’ The movie was banned in Turkey because of what were con-
strued as derogatory references in that film to Pakistan’s founder, Mohamm-
ed Ali Jinnah.

Gandhi and Ozal said their countries would cooperate in a wide range of
fields including food processing, the hotel industry, railways, civil aviation,
science and technology.



“"Under the

PPP, Sind is

prepared to give Pakistan a

Q: What are the main reasons for the discontent in Sind?

" A. The alienation of Sind began with the imposition of
martial law in 1977. Not only the alienation of Sind but
also the alienation of the minority provinces began when
their rights were usurped, their representatives were
thrown into jail and there was no one to articulate their
aspirations.

One effect of martial law that added fuel to the
general disenchantment in the smaller provinces was the
assassination of the popularly-elected prime minister.
This act heightened the alienation in Sind.

As a sop to the sentiments of the people of Sind, a
Sindhi was named Prime Minister. But he was there not
because parliament had elected him as leader of the ma-
jority party. He was there because General Zia, the chief
of army staff, nominated him as the Prime Minister.
Therefore the people of Sind felt no identification with
him. They felt that he was part and parcel of the system
that had wronged them.

The regime faced its greatest threat when I came back
in 1986 — a threat which we believed would have resulted
in its downfall if our autumn schedule had been kept,and
a summer showdown averted. In anticipation of the
people’s desire for change, the regime sent the army into
Sind on the pretext that ‘we are going there to fight
dacoits.’ In fact, it was a policy of large-scale intimidation.

When you send an army into a province then naturally
you build greater resentment, greater hatred, and a
hatred that is fuelled by bloodshed. I believe it is neither
good for the Pakistani army nor good for Pakistan, nor
good for the People of Sind to have the army in Sind. Mr
Junejo, the Muslim League — they have been unable to
deal with the problems. The only party which has the

courage and the guts to take on the General and to pull out
the army from Sind and to set this country on the right
lines is the PPP. That is why every effort is being made to
keep the party out of power. To face the PPP, Sind has
been divided, ethnic politics have been introduced. Why
was the Kalabagh dam issue kept alive for four years? To
create hatred between the provinces so that the country
is too divided and too fragmented to take on the
government. _

Q. What, in your view, is the main objective behind the
formation of the Sind National Alliance?

A. I know why the alliance has been formed. The Sann
conference is an attempt by people who are pulling the
strings from above to try and create an anti-PPP base in
the interior, to create an ethnic group.

The problems of Sind are manifold. The Sind National
Alliance was not able to touch even the tip of the iceberg
That is because they don’t really have roots amongst the
people — to understand what the problems are. Most of
them are perpetrators /of crimes) against the people of
Sind for the last eleven years. How can you go to some
body who’s been shooting bullets at you and say, “How
can I clean these bullet wounds?” I understand the Sans
conference, I can identify the hands behind it but at the
same time the PPP has taken a conscious policy decision
not to build a hysteria against it, not to elevate it to an
importance it does not deserve. But if a moot serves the
purpose of unity it is very good. —-19-

chance”’

— Benazir Bhutto

Q. Has'the emergence of diverse ethnic groupings
created a dent in the popularity of the PPP? L

A. Ethnic politics was seen as a solution by the military
regime to divide the strength of the PPP am:l' to try to
fragment it. And I think in the short term, ethnic politics
diverted attention away from the PPP and away from
political demands to ethnic demands. _ .

We were conscious of this move, and within our own
party circles, we had a discussion on how to tackle _th:s
ethnic issue. And ultimately, the decision that we arrived
at was: don’t take on a direct confrontation, with an
ethnic party when it is riding on an emotional wave. In

.that emotional wave, people are not prepared to listen to_

rational arguments. Wait until that wave has subsided to
see what the ethnic groups deliver. And what you'll see is
that ethnic policies can’t deliver.

Your question was on whether ethnic politics had
damaged the PPP and what 'm trying to say is that
‘damaged’ is not a word I would use. But ethnic politics
temporarily diverted the attention of the people, but the
timing of the regime was wrong. Although it diverted
from the local elections, by the time the general elections
come along, I think people will realise that ethnic politics
has not stopped bloodshed, has not stopped unemploy-
ment and, therefore, if one wants a redress of one’s local
problems, one has to go beyond the local to awider level,
The only wider body that can, on a national level,
mobilise the resources and ensure a just distribution is
the Pakistan People’s Party.

Q. But because of the reasons you just mentioned, is
there greater pressure on the PPP itself to take a more
nationalist stand in Sind?

A. The point is that the pressure was at its peak at the
time of the assassination when people wanted to have
nothing to do with Pakistan. The second peak was
reached during the 83 4nd ’86 movements, when there
was a great sense of discontent. Even today Sind, is very
discontented. Under the PPP, they’re prepared to give:
Pakistan a chance. Without the PPP, I'm not so sure.

The nationalists today ‘woh jo wafaq ki baat kartey hain —
woh ghadar hain' (Those who talk of federation ar:
traitors). But there’s no federation in Pakistan today'.
There is presidential rule. Why don’t they talk agains:t
presidential rule? Why don’t you say that it is military
dictatorship that has led to all this bloodshed? Like they
took out a procession in Karachi. When PPP workers
raised slogans of ‘down with Zia’, they beat up PPP wor k-

ers. Why don’t they speak against Zia? .

What I feel is that the problems of Sind are tied inito

much larger problems. When these people say. “Don’t let
the PPP win,” what are they really saying? They zire
saying, “Let us form governments under Zia.” Unless tlhe
PPP comes to power, who is going to remove Zia from (. he
office of Presrdent and who is going to remove him fr om
the office of chief of army staff? Who’s roing to remo ve
the army from Sind? Who’s going to stop the building: of
Pannu Aquil? If you capture the Sind provincial ass::m-
bly, you don’t really change the centra! ~overnment. '8ut
if you capture the central government, then you can b1 ing
about a change in the entire country. So this is why t hey
are playing ducks and drakes and I don’t believe that 't hey
can succeed.



‘"We will be reduced

fo Red Indians in our
‘own province”’

Q. What impact will the formation of the Sind National
Alliance have on the future politics of Sind?

A. We have started out with certain objectives. What
results it will have, only time will tell. We have suffered a
long list of grievances after the creation of Pakistan. I had
come to the conclusion that the existence of Pakistan was
fatal for us and the sooner it came to an end the better.
But if wishes were horses beggars would ride. Things will
not happen as we want. My experiences have led me to
the conclusion that the people want to focus more on the
solution of immediate problems than on ultimate objec-
tives.

The Punjab, the central government and Muslim Lea-
gue ideology, are all deadly for Sind. But people want to
focus on immediate problems. The problem of water and
related issues such as the Kalabagh dam, immigration
into Sind from the Punjab and Frontier, from India or
Bangladesh. These people must be stopped.

At the time of the formation of Pakistan, our population
was 47 lakh. In 1947, 13 lakh Sindhi-speaking people were
forced out of here. But in a few years, the population of
Sind rose to 61 lakh. In three or four years, 26 lakh people
poured in. Now there are two crore and three lakh people
in Sind. Before, non-Sindhis formed two percent of the
population. Now they are 48 percent. Seven lakh people
of all kinds pour in every year. If this process continues,
the true Sindhis will soon be reduced to a minority. It is
likely that we will become like the Red Indians.

We are the prey of many ideologies; those of Islam and
Pakistan, some use the name of socialism, others fool us
in the name of democracy.

Q. Do you think the diverse elements that gathered in
Sann to form the SNA can work in unison for the interests
of Sind?

A. We are trying to prepare them to do so, get them
together. We don’t know if we will succeed. Only experi-
ence will tell. My own view is that we should separate
from Pakistan, but others do not share this view.

Q. But some of these people, as ministers in Zia’s re-
gime, were responsible for raining bullets upon the
people of Sind over the last 10 years.

A. Zamana badalta hai. We have also made many mis-
takes, such as endorsing the Pakistan Resolution and
accepting the premise that Muslims constitute a separate
nation, spreading hatred against the Hindus.

\ When we participated in the building of Pakistan, we
believed that Muslims were a separate nation, but we
found this was a false premise. We made mistakes. But in
Sindhi there is a saying “Those people who have strayed
but try to find their way back to the right path, we should
not forsake them”

A —

— G.M. Syed

Q. A large number of Urdu-speaking people live in
Sind. Will they be invited to join the SNA?

A. A group within us did not want the mohajirs to be
included, since there is a section of mohajirs in Sind that
was speaking out against the front. Another group wants
to trust the Punjabis more than the mohajirs. However,
the door is now open for non-Sindhi speaking persons to
join the alliance. Before it was for Sindhi-speaking people
only, now it is for those who live in Sind.

I had talked about this to Nawab Muzaffar a long time
ago. And I said that with four conditions we could come
together. The first was that we would like-to separate
politics from religion. We believe in a secular state, a
majority of mohajirs do not subscribe to this view. The
second condition was that Muslims should not be viewed
as a separate nation. The third was to refute the ‘nazariya-
e-Pakistan.’ At the time agreement could not be reached
on those conditions.

Those who came from elsewhere, they did not consider -
themselves to be part of us. Their.biggest leader now is
Altaf Hussain. He came to see me in hospital, we are on
good terms. But how we are to work together, this we did
not discuss. . . .

Q. Do you really think Sind can be truly independent

and maintain its independence given the present state of
affairs in this region?

A. When we were enslaved within One Unit, [ was in
jail, but I did not despair. We are in a minority. Money
and power are with them — and America’s backing. One
Unit was eventually disbanded. This was like a miracle.
Miracles can happen. I am a firm believer in God.

Q. There has been considerable controversy over your
contacts with General Ziaul Haq. Would you like to
comment?

A. He wanted to meet me. Why does he want to meet
me, I enquired of Nahi Bakhsh Scomro, the man who
was asked to arrange it. I thought there would be no
purpose to the meeting. So I sent amessage across saying,
“If you meet the enemy of Pakistan, your popularity in
the Punjab will be affected. If I meet you, this will affect
my standing among my own people.” I said that if, even

. after this, General Zia insisted on meeting me, then L have

no objection, but we will not discuss political issues. Of -
course, the very idea of the meeting raised a controversy.

Q. One People’s Party leader has said that the new
alliance has been formed mainly to counter the PPP. Do
you agree with this view?

A. To an extent, this is correct. We consider the
People’s Party an agent of the Punjabis. It is a jamaat of
badmashes. It has got together a bunch of opportunists.
The environment has become such that when people pro-
tested against their oppression, the PPP began to take up
these four questions — the Kalabagh Dam, cantonments,
political prisoners and immigration into Sind. Their Sind
leader, Qaim Ali Shah, said if we are invited, we will
consider. But then they were reprimanded from above.
N.D. Khan and Mrs N.D. Khan gave a statement. And then
Tikka Khan and Hukkah Khan (Nawabzada Nasrullah)
were against it. Jatoi of the NPP comes and goes.



‘"We are vicims of -
" a dual colonisation””

Q. How do you view the present political situation in
Sind, and what in your opinion are the major issues con-
fronting the province?

A. 1think the present political situation in Sind is most
unsatisfactory and does not bode well for the future of
Pakistan. The most crucial issue that faces the province
today, for the Sindhi-speaking people, is Sind’s partition.
The Sindhi-speaking people of Sind are being swiftly
turned into a minority.

The people of Sind were invaded by many — the
Greeks, the Arabs, the Afghans, the Mughals and the
British — but at no point in time were they ever
threatened with being transformed into a minority as
they are today. At no point was their ownership of Sind, as
a people, ever challenged. When people came, they were
absorbed, and they ultimately emerged as a part of the
people of Sind. -

All this has changed because of the flood of people
coming into Sind. It was not provided in 1947 that the
position of Sindhi people as the owners of Sind was going
to be affected in any way. Pakistan was supposed to red-
ress the position created by the domination of the Hindu
upper class. But this class was simply replaced by another
class from other provinces. Now a flood threatens to come
from India because of the riots. One representative of the
immigrants is on record as having called for the people
affected by the riots in India to be called into Sind.

*We are victims of a dual colonisation. The Urdu-speaking
colonisers and the Punjabi speaking colonisers have con-
verged into one anti-Sindhi mafia. We are a nation.of
people. But we have been reduced to tribes. They’ve re-
duced us to Shias and Sunnis. .

1

Q. Sind’s urban situation has dramatically changed
with the emergence of the MQM. What are your views on
this phenomenon?

A. Iseeit merely asachange of tactics by imperialism
and the ruling cliques. The same cliques who were eperat-
ing the Mohajir-Punjabi-Pathan Mahaz during the Ayub
regime are still active. They change their signboards and
do the same thing all over again.

At that time they created many problems for the people
of Sind. They were always with the military, always with
the ruling class. They have never changed their ideology.

They opposed the quota system at that time. They are
doing it now. They were opposed to Sindhi culture. They
are still opposed to Sindhi culture. They are setting fire to
the Sindhology Department, capturing the cultural herit-
age of the Sindhi people, Hyderabad fort and all that.

Q. You mean the target of the mohajirs’ attack is
essentially the Sindhis?

A. Ipredicted long time ago that this is only tactics. It’s
new wine in old bottles. They pretend to fight the Punjabi
ruling class, but actually they are against the people of

— Rasul Bakhsk Palijo

Sind_. Against whom is the demapd for a fifth nationality?
Against whom is the demand for scrapping the quota
system? Against whom is the demand for bringing Biharis
from Bangladesh?

‘And then there is the Kalabagh dam. Where will
Hyderabad get its industrial water from? From U.P.?
From C.P.? From Hyderabad Deccan? Water will come
from the Indus. This rhetoric doesn’t fool anybody. Why is
Hyderabad Municipal Corporation not in tune with the
rest of Sind? Karachi takes the bulk of Sind’s water. What
cight does it have to even a drop of water from the Indus if
it doesn’t join the fight to preserve its waters?

Q. Some progressive parties led by Urdu-speaking
people like Mairaj Mohammad Khan, have shown an in-
terest in joining the SNA. ’

A. HasMairaj Mohammad Khan objected to the MQM
because only Urdu-speaking people are represented in
it? Has Professor Jamal Naqvi objected and called MQM
a racist organisation because only Urdu-speaking people
are represented? Has anybody noticed and objected to
the Baluch, Pakhtuns or Punjabis not being invited?

Those who are objecting to the Sindhi people uniting
for a limited purpose should first get their intentions
clear in the minds of the people, show their honesty by
attacking the MQM and calling it racist for failing to
invite other ethnic groups. Anybody who questions
the progress and nature of the Sindhi people’s al-
liar!ce should first attack the entity which is clearly a
racist organisation.

Q. The Kalabagh dam has become a foc al point in the
province. In what way will its construction | harm Sind?

A. In 1935, Punjab’s ruling classes so Id their rivers.
Part of those rivers were being taken by tl 1e Indus so they
sold part of the waters of Sind. Then they «started building
those dams. The Kotri barrage dam was b uilt. The people
displaced by the Kotri barrage didn’t get any compensat
ory lands in the Punjab. Then the Chashn 1a link canal was
built. I am told that during the militar y rule they als
w_ide:lled sections of the canals, taking a way more water
Sind is not getting even the minimum a1 nount of water
requires. The building of further dams will intensify the
pr_oblem. Already, the Indus is not flo wing. The rulin
cliques of the Punjab say that vast qua ntities of wateri
wasted. In any case, our contention is th at the water is no
yours. It belongs to the people of Sind. I am told that this
shosha of the Kalabagh dam, which is n( )t even technically
fe?sible, is being promoted by one jpart of the ruling
clique to foul up the chances of anothe r part of the ruling
clique. First, there was the Shia-Surini problem. Thes
other problems in Karachi. This is just part of their power
games. It is just a stunt. The construct ion of the Kalabagh
g gmé amounts to the economic and political slaughter o

ind.

—) -



SANA NEWS

SANA Elections

A new SANA Executive Council will
be elected for 1983~90 by the end
of 1988. Nomination Forms have been
distributed among the members. The
last date of returning the nomina-
tions is Sept. 30, 1988.

Editor Needed

SANA Executive Council is searching
for an Editor for its Quarterly
Newsletter SANGAT. The present
editor has shown inability to con-
tinue due to personal reasons.
Interested members are requested to
contact Mr. Khalid Hashmani as soon
as possible.

Sindhi Magazine From New York

A new Sindhi Magazine SANEH is being
published from New York. SANA has
offered help to the publisher of the
magazine in bringing it out regularly
and expanding it in scope.

1989 GBM

SANA is already planning for the

1989 GBM. A decision is yet to be

made ahout the venue of the meeting.
Among places under consideration are
Toronto, Miami, St. Louis,. Los Angeles,
and Baltimore.

California Sindhi Sham

Some SANA members headed by Mr. Adam
Laghari are planning to hold a Sindhi
Sham in California. Interested members
are requested to contact him.

Donation Pledges

Several participants in the New York
GBM pledged donations for SANA. All
participants who had pledged were
sent information on how to send their
pledges., Todate many pledges have

not been received. Please send your
pledges as soon as possible,

SANA Advisory Committee

The SANA Executive Council is pleased
to appoint the following members to the

newly created SANA Advisory Committee
Mr. Shaukat Ansari

Mr. Shankar Lakhwani
Dr. A. Razak Memon

Mr. Badar Shaikh

Mr. Amanullah Turk

Mr. Asif wafai

Dr. Aftab Kazi

Mr. Mohammad Ali Mahar
Dr. Mahmood Qalbani
Dr. Badaruddin Shaikh

Dr. Aijaz Turk .
Mr. Adam Khan Laghari

New #diR%cBRAttee Congratulated

SANA Executive Council and SANA
members have extended to the GBM
Organizaion Committee for excellent
arrangements during the meeting in
New York. Special thanks are due to
Mr. and Mrs. Badar Shaikh for their
hospitability and arranging a get-
together at their home.

Proud. Parents

SANA members Dr Aijaz & Mrs Aisha
Turk have heen blessed with a baby
boy.The baby has been named 'Hussain'

SANA Address Change

The following is the new central
mailing address of SANA:
S.A.N.A:
P.0. Box 991
Williamsville, Ny 14221
USA

The o0ld address will also be continued
to be used until the final switch-over
date to be announced later.

SANA Donations To Publications

0 $ 500 to the Journal Of Sind Affairs
to be published from the USA. The
editorial board of the journal is
headed by SANA members: Dr. Aftab
Kazi and Dr. Javaid Laghari.

O $ 500 to the monthly SANEH which
is published from New York. The
magazine is headed by SANA member
Mr. Aijaz Abro.

— ]q —



FOURTH SANA ANNUAL MEETING
QUEENS, NEW YORK
June 24-26, 1988
HISTD#IC GATHERING IN NEW YORK!

The 4th SANA Annual Meeting took place at the Adria Motor Inn
Conference Center in Queens, NY on June 25, 1988, and was attended
by over 150 Sindhi individuals coming from over 14 states in US and
Canada! Guests from UK and Sindh also attended the meeting in large
numbers. Mr. Shaukat Ansari handled the registration of the delegates
very efficiently. The Meeting started at 3:00 PM with a welcome by
local chairman Mr. Badar Shaikh. Mr. Khalid Hashmani, President SANA,
described the progress SANA has made in the last 4 years, particularly
by bringing together the North American Sindhis on a common platform.
He stressed that SANA is a cultural and non-political group, but added
that it is difficult to clearly define the border between culture and
politics. Individual SANA member, however, have the right to express
their own personal, political or professional views at all times. Dr.
Javaid Laghari, General Secretary SANA, in his address thanked the
guest speakers for accepting SANA's invitation to come all the way to
USA to express their views and hear SANA members' viewpoints on Sindh.
He informed the gathering of the various educational projects being
undertaken by SANA, such as the Sindh Journal with Dr, Aftab Kazi as
editor, other collaborative programs with Sindhi institutions and groups,
and the regular publication of the quarterly newsletter SANGAT by editor
Dr. Altaf Memon, which has a worldwide distribution. Mr. Israr Ansari,
Treasurer, stressed the point that for the successful implementation
of most projects and goals of SANA, financial help is essential.
Donations of over $5,000 were pledged at this meeting.

Following the Executive Council Report, a special session of the
Sindhi Adabi Mehfil was conducted by Dr. Aijaz Turk. Papers were
read by Dr. Niranjan Dudani and Mrs. Ashahar Faiz Pirzada on Sindhi
identity and Sindhi poetry, respectively.

_ The background to the Invited Speakers forum was described by Dr.
Laghari, who added that this would now become a permanent feature

of the annual meeting. The Guest Speakers who had consented to
speak at this years SANA meeting were Professor G. M. Shah, Makhdoom
Khaliquzzaman, Dr. Khalid Laghari and Abdul Hafeez Pirzada. Mr.
Badar Shaikh provided the opening teaser talk in which he warned the
audience of the possible loss of Sindhi identity and culture through
inter-ethnic marriages. He stressed that the Sindhi families, par-
ticularly those 1living away from Sindh, should make all efforts to
preserve and protect Sindhi culture and language particularly within
their homes.

Professor G. M. Shah read his article, entitled "Pakistan and
Contempt for Law and Procedure," which is to be simultaneously published
in the July 1988 issue of the SIND QUARTERLY. Makhdoom Khaliquzzaman
described the prevailing situation in Sindh, the problems of influx
of alien population, the Kalabagh Dam contraversy and the dacoit
situation. Dr. Khalid Laghari from UK proposed that all overseas Sindhi
groups, paricularly those from UK and USA, should coordinate efforts and
initiate joint activities in the interest of Sindh. He also proposed
holding a joint symposium on "Sindh of the 21st Century." Mr. Abdul
Hafeez Pirzada in his speech very dramatically described how the military
rule in Pakistan has destroyed all other institutions, such as the
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judiciary, executive, legislature, as well as all moral and human values.
He described how Sindh has systematically been colonized, and warned that
what we are seeing now is only the tip of the iceberg. He reiterated his
views that the 73 constitution had failed, and a new constitutional arrange-
ment, with the 4 states as equals, was the only safeguard left for the
minorities.

Very stimulating questions were asked of the speakers. All were
of the view that elections will not be held in Pakistan in the near
future. Some were also of the view that we should not go to the
polls under the present arrangement defined by General Zia. A1l
speakers agreed with each other viewpoints and with the concerns of the
SANA members over the Sindh situation.

The banquet was well organized by the local committee and handled
efficiently by Mr. Sarfaraz Abbassi, and twice as many people showed up
than were expected. The banquet was followed by a live musical evening,
in which Mr. Gope Chander, son of the late Master Chander, and his family,
sang old and new nationalistic Sindhi songs. The local talent included Dr.
Dudani, Dr. Turk, Mr. Bashir Ahmed Baloch and Mrs. Fauzia Daudi. Emotional
scenes with high nationalistic spirits were viewed throughout the eveniqg,
particulary when Mr. Hafeez Pirzada got onto the stage, singing "Sindhri
Key Sar Kair Na Deendo' along with other SANA members, and all others
joined in. As is typical of most Sindhi meetings, everyone danced
and sang to the tune of "Ho Jamalo" when the meeting terminated at
3:00 AM in the morning.

4th SANA ANNUAL MEETING
INFORMAL GATHERINGS: REFRESHMENT
PROGRAM AND PICNIC BRUNCH

A large number of SANA delegates converged at the residence of Mr.
Badar Shaikh, local chairman, the night of June 24th for a dinner sponsored
by Mr. Anwar Shaikh, Mr. Razzak Shaikh, Mr. Agha K. Khan and Mr. Badar
Shaikh, all of New York area, and cost-shared by SANA. Informal discussions
took place late into the night on the policies of SANA, recent events in
Sindh, and the options left for the future. Mr. A. H. Pirzada, Dr. Khalid
Laghari, Mr. Anwar Shaikh, son of the late Shaikh Abdul Majid Sindhi
and an attorney in New York, Mr. Igbal Tareen, ex-President, Jeeay
Sindh Students Federation, Dr. Aftab Kazi and various other delegates
participated in the discussions. Mr. Shanker Lakhavani was proudly
seen wearing a "Jeeay Sindh" T-shirt, while Mr. Israr Ansari of Canada
wore a "Jeeay Sindh" necktie. Mrs. Badar Shaikh, Mrs. Zahur Siddiqui,
and other Sindhi ladies proved to be excellent hosts for this occasion.

A SANA sponsored picnic brunch the morning of June 26th was arranged
at the Gertz Plaza by the local chairman. (The outdoor picnic at Valley
Stream State Park was cancelled due to wet weather). Professor G. M.
Shah and Mr. A. H. Pirzada also attended this occasion along with
many SANA members and other visitors from Sindh. A large number of
group photos were taken at this occasion.
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SANA President's Address TO S
4th SANA General Body Meeting
June 25, 1988 - New York
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Dear friends:

SANA is the only organization in North America which strives

to create an effective plateform for all North American Sindhis.
The objective is to facilitate the exchange of ideas and sharing
of views on the problems facing today's Sind and Sindhis. In
addition, one of our important activities is to inform and
educate the main stream and other ethnic communities in North
America about our culture, history and problems.

As an organization, we are a non-political group. But as
individuals 1iving in democratic societies, we can not and should
not dicourage individual view points. Those of us who wish SANA
to remain as a purely "social and cultural® organization must
realize that borders between "cultural” and “political" domains
become blurred and sometimes it is not possible to discuss
Culture in isolation from the political realities. By the same
token those of us who want SANA to adopt a stronger political
posture must keep in mind that "politics" by nature brings
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simultaneous pressures of "division" and "cc-operation". As such
we must aveid "politics" when it does not support SANA charter
directly and substantially.

We are still a young organization and some sindhis still view us
with suspicion. To mature and strengthen, we need wider and active
participation of our member community. Each year we gain about 25
new members. Unfortunately, this is only sufficient to offset the
annual loss in the membership. Increasing SANA membership is key
to our growth. Each one of us must become an active recruiter of
new members and pursue member friends to renew their memberships.

This year we complete four years and the election of the new
Executive Council will be held later in this year. In this regard,
an open invitation has been extended to all members to join the
SANA Advisory Committee. The purpose of this committee is to
create a pool of potential candidates for future SANA Executive
Council nominations and to increase member participation in the
day-to-day operation of the association. I urge those of you who
can spare some time to join this committee.

For SANA to thrive and grow, we 2s individual members must show
greater tolerance, understanding and respect for differing
opinions. Also, we must exercise sensitivity to controversial
issues and individual perceptions. We should ignore those
pressures which have tendency to divide us and build upon those
elements which bring us together.
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PROFESSOR GHULAM MUSTAFA SHAH, MAKHDOOM
KHALIQUZZAMAN, DR. KHALID LAGHARI AND
MR. ABDUL HAFEEZ PIRZADA DISCUSS POLITICAL SITUATION
AT THE 4th SANA ANNUAL MEETING

Spectacular and dynamic speeches were delivered by the invited
guest speakers at the historic SANA meeting held in Queens, NY, on
June 25, 1988.

Professor G. M. Shah, PPP, in his lecture, "Pakistan and Contempt
for Law and Procedure," described how institutions have been torn
up in Pakistan and how the Mullas and the Jamaite-Islami have collaborated
with the plutocracy and army purely for political mischief, and were
the true enemies of the indigenous people in Pakistan, and of their
hopes, strength and survival. He said Zia's referendum was the greatest
hoax played on a nation of hundred million. He also attacked the
credibility of journalism, saying they have become an agency of
political authority and have fallen in dirty hands. Nothing had brought
Pakistan international disgrace and disrepute as the armed forces and
the journalists of Pakistan. He also lashed out at the youth, blaming
that they have not shown any respect for law and legal values over the
last 40 years, and had completely forgotten the meaning, the respect and
the importance of the concept of the rule of law.

Makhdoom Khaliquzzaman, PPP, thanked SANA for providing him the
opportunity to speak at this forum. He clarified in advance that what
he will be presenting are his personal views and not those of his party
(PPP). He attacked the construction of the Kalabagh Dam, and stressed that
this money, or other military expenditures, should instead be used
on other viable civilian projects, such as the irrigation of the Thar
desert. He described the problem of the influx of the alien population
in Sindh, and said that Muhajirs should call themselves Sindhis first
otherwise they will be completely isolated. He sympathized with the
hardworking and poor Pathan population in Sindh, saying that they meant
no harm to Sindh. He reiterated his views that no power in Pakistan was
presently strong enough to overthrow the military, and that he strongly
believed that there will be no elections in Pakistan. He said a class
struggle was essential to rid of all the wrongs in Sindh and Pakistan.

Dr. Khalid Laghari, Chairman, SBPF, first identified himself as a
professional 1ike most SANA members are, but added that no one is
born a politician. He said these were the events, particularly those .
of 1977, and later in 1983 and 1986, that had brought a change in the
political thinking of most Sindhis. He described the origin of Sindhi
political activity in UK, and also how SANA could work as a Sindhi polit-
ical lobby in the USA for the interest of Sindh, such as by establishing
contacts with the US Administration and White House, the United Nations
and Foreign Missions, and political scholars and journalists. He
proposed closer ties and joint US-UK activities, such as the holding of
an joint symposium on "Sindh of the 21st Century."

Mr. Abdul Hafeez Pirzada, Secretary General, SBPF, very dramatically
and systematically described how the military had strengthened its roots
in Pakistan by destroying all institutions, such as the legislature,
judiciary, the executive, as well as all moral and human values. Of
the 40 years of Pakistan's existance, 27 years were ruled by the military.
He described in great detail how since times immemorial, Sindh had been
a nation by itself, until it was colonized by foreign powers. In 1937,
it was one of the eleven provinces of British India, and in 1946, the
Cabinet Mission plan for the independence of India proposed a confederal
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type structure. He described how since 1947 Sindhi lands had been
systematically colonized, first by the Muhajirs and later by the Punjabis.
In 1971, Sindhis saw hope for the future, but it was only after the defeat
of the army that brought the power to PPP. By 1977, they have restrengthened
themselves back to regain power, and now had no intention to return back

to the barracks unless there was a freak of history, 1ike the one that
occurred in 1971. Since 1977, attrocites had been committed, 55,000
Sindhis had been sent to jail, 6500 were given public lashes, and dozens
hanged. Their properties were conficated and families dishonored. The
greatest blow was in 1977, when the Supreme Court validated the abrogation
of the 1973 constitution and later, the Sindhi Prime Misister was hanged
under the same 1973 constitutional arrangement. He stressed that we cannot
compromise, since the survival of the Sindhis nation is now at stake.

He said we will be doomed forever if we decide to participate in the
elections under the present arrangement. Describing the military structure,
he said that even if Zia went, there were 64 generals waiting in line.
Pakistan had the longest standing army (after Egypt) with over 750,000
recruits, 500,000 pensioners and over 100,000 Civil armed forces. In other
words, 13% of the country's total production (and up to 40% of the budget)
were being spent on military expenditures, while less than 1.9% of the
budget were spent on health and education combined. He said 92% of the
military was coming from Punjab, and 8% from Pukhtoonkhwa, which spends

Rs 75 billion of the budget. The irony was that even though Sindh had

0% representation in the army, it was contributing over Rs 40 billion to
its expenditures, therefore, benefitting over 1.3 million families in the
Punjab. He called it worse that the Jazia Aurengzeb had imposed on the
Hindu population in India. He stressed that a maximum of 3% of the GNP
should be spent on military expenditures in a poor country like Pakistan.
Pakistan was a well-defined multi-national state, and there were at least
600 Ayats in the Holy Quran relating to Meesak, i.e., deciding about one's
own future. He argued that the 1973 constitution had completely failed in
protecting the minority nations (the Sindhis, Balochs and Pushtoons) in
Pakistan, and, therefore, a new constitutional arrangement between the 4
provinces, sitting as equals, was essential to the survival of Pakistan
and was the only safeguard left to protect the nationalities. He said
that this is why the SBPF was organized, to demand a new constitutional
arrangement in which the rights of the minority nations were fully
protected, particularly in case of military takeovers. Mr. Pirzada's
speech was highly applauded by the audience.

DONATIONS PLEDGED AT THE 4th GB MEETING

SANA wishes to thank the following members who pldeged donations
at the fourth General Body meeting in New York:

Mr Bashir Ahmed Bhund $1,000 Dr Rasheed Memon $ 500

Mr & Mrs A. G. Abbasi 250 Mr & Mrs Hafeez Abbasi 200
Mr M. Abbasi 200 Dr Aftab Ansari 200
Dr Zafar Hafiz 200 Mr & Mrs K. Hashmani 200
Dr & Mrs Wahab Kazi 200 Dr & Mrs Farrukh Shaikh 200
Dr Muzaffer H. Surahio 200 Mr & Mrs Saleem Ursani 200
Dr Mithal Vakkasi 200 Mr Agha K. Khan 150
Dr & Mrs Ali Abro 100 Br & Mrs Rafat Ansari 100
Dr Aftab Kazi 100 Dr & Mrs Javaid Laghari 100
Dr & Mrs Altaf Memon 100 Dr & Mrs Nazir Mughal 100
Dr & Mrs Mahmood Qalbani 100 Dr & Mrs Nadeem Qamar 100
Mr & Mrs Anwar Shaikh 100 Mr. Roshan Shaikh 100
Dr Shabbir A. Shaikh 100 Dr & Mrs Aijaz Turk 100
Mr & Mrs Israr Ansari 50 Mr & Mrs Shankar Lakhavani 50
Mr Igbal Tareen 50
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SANA EXPENSES
. 4th ANNUAL MEETING
_ Queens, New York

6/24 Reception at Residence of Mr, Badar Shaikh*

Donation - Mr. Anwar Shaikh $ 150.00
Donation - Mr. Razzak Shaikh 150.00
Donation - Mr. Agha K. Khan 100.00
SANA Cost Share 60.00
SANA EXPENSE $ 460.00

* Dessert and arrangements by Mr. B. Shaikh

6/25 Annual Meeting

Meeting room $ 300.00
Refreshments 360.00
Stage make-up 95.00
‘Dinner
Dinner shortfall 60.00
Musical evening
Mr. Gope Chander 500.00
Audio System 175.00
Miscellaneous
Baby sitting, NY expenses, etc. 175.00
File covers, Video tapes, etc. 100.00
SANA EXPENSE $ 1,765.00
6/25 Picnic Brunch
SANA EXPENSE $ 500.00
GRAND TOTAL $$ 2,725.00



FOURTH SANA ANNUAL MEETING
SANA EXECUTIVE COUNCIL AND ADVISORY COMMITTEE
MEETING: DECISIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

The following deciﬁions and recommendations were made at the execu-
tive council meeting the morning of June 25, 1988.

Sindhi Video: Dr. Aijaz Turk has undertaken to continue pursuing the
matter in Sindh, while Dr. Altaf Memon will explore the possibility of
completing this project in the USA.

Sindh Journal: Seed money of $500 were pledged by SANA to support this
Journal under editorship of Dr. Aftab Kazi, Mr. Shanker Lakhavani has
offered to provide typesetting and laser printing for the journal. The
first issue is planned for Fall 1988,

Increase in Membership Fees:

Due to inflation and increasing expenditures in the last 4 years,
the new rates (effective January 1, 1989) will be:

Family $25.00 Students $7.50
Individuals $20.00 Student Family $10.00

Sindhi Student Exchange Program:

Mr. Shanker Lakhavani provided a comprehensive report. He recom-
mended that SANA needs to grow organizationally and financially first
to make this program a success.

Venue of 1989 Annual Meeting

Detroit, Miami, St. Louis and Toronto are proposed sites. All
sponsors are requested to put together a local committee and make a
concrete proposal to the Executive Council by the end of August 1988.

Sindhi physician have proposed Detroit, which is easily accessible
to all Northeast and Midwest Sindhis, and is also the site for the
annual meeting of the Physicians which will take place there over the
4th of July weekend. (SANA has 35 physicians in its membership). An
added attraction could be the famous Sindhi singer, Abida Parveen. Drs.
Mithal Vikassi and Rafat Ansari and requested to provide additional
information on the physicians meeting as soon as more details are
available.

Mr. Bashir Ahmed has offered accommodation and food at discount
rates if meeting is held at Miami. Also, according to him, it is in
close proximity to many Sindhis of the Carribean.

Dr. Mahmood Qalbani and Dr. Shabbir Shah have proposed St. Louis
since a core group of hosts exists there. Also, it is accessible
to the West Coast Sindhis.

) M(. Khalid Hashmani and Israr Ansari are proponents of Toronto,
since it offers a large number of attractions, has local hosts, and
1ts high time a meeting of SANA is held in Canada."

SANA Medical Professional Chapter

A Sindhi chapter was announced. Dr. Aijaz Turk will coordinate
this effort to make all Sindhi physicians members of SANA and this
chapter.
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Some Aspects of Sindhi Culture

(Extracts from an article by M. A. Siddiqui)

Sindh has its specific culture. In this brief study of Sindhi Culture it is tried to keep in view
a brief historical perspective from the ancient to the modern times. The present day Sindhi
culture is no doubt heavily influenzed by Islam. Whether taken as a part of the sub-conti-
nent, or as a separate geographic unit, it enjoys all the pre-requsites of an ideal culture.

Bases of Sindhi Culture:

The first definition of Sindhi culture relates to the period around 3000 B.C. when the
urban civilisation in the Indus Valley was at its height. The excavation of Mohan-jo-Daro
and Harappa have unfolded before us the city life of a people and the extent to which the idea
of municipal control developed. Throughout the two cities, the streets and buildings are mar-
ked by the brick drains, the most elaborate of their kind in ancient Asia. So the present day
Sindh, around 3000-2500 B.C. prided on its urban civilization. Dakshiniya Chihna (778 A.D.)
described the distinguished features of the Sindhis in this way: “elegant, with a lov:ly, soft
and slow gait, fond of the art of gandharvas (songs, music and dancing) and full affection to-
wards their country. Much of the arguments still hold. But it doesn't m2an that the Sindhis
were only fun and frolic peoplz and their spirit of adventure aroused in them yearnings for expolits
in distant lands. A sea-faring people, having an urban base and fertile lands can account for
the presence of a Memphis colony of Indians consisting of Sindhis since India in those days
largely stood for Sindh, as described by K. M. Panikar in his “Studies on Indian History”. It is
true that Sindh has seldom been allowed by foreign aggrassors to develop its own culture in
peace, free from outside influences. And hence it is no wonder that we have in Sindhi culture
the acknowledgement of many influences which the aggressors imparted. One of the influences
came to be the instinctive yearning for non-violence and toleration.

Secondly, the impact of Sindi subjugation at the hands of the Aryans around 2500 B.C.
was great, and the subsequent changes imprinted on the psyche of the Sindhi peopl2 should be
judged in the light of the changes which they had undergone at the hands of the Aryans. With
the Sway of the Aryans the Sindhis underwent a big change. The adversity of subjugation
made them a bit fatzlistic. Much of their martial ferour was gone. So the Sindhis culture grew
from its cosmopolitan and mercantile beginnings of the Dra vidian era into a blend tempered
by Aryan contemplation and meditation. Unlike the western mind, which assigns great mora|
importance to the struggle between man and his physical environment, the Sindhi mind has

developed in an environment where the bountiful River has elicited a feeling of exaltation and
devotion. Its equation with nature has not been one of perpetual struggle but of harmony and
concord.

After having further haptism into Achaemenide, Graeco-Macedonian, Mauryan, Saka,
Chionite, Epltalite Sassanide Suzerainty, Sindh once again reverted to more or less indigenous
principalities. It had some consolation in that its worship of rivers, animals, trees (especially
PIPAL) had assumed the subcontinent wide following alongwith the currency of such symbols as
those of the SWASTIKA and wheel. Sindh proved to be more receptive to mysticism. Mysti-
cism was the third major influence that lasts even today. Hence love, tolerance, catholicity and
non-violence are the corner stones of Sindhi culture with a difference that Sindhi's love for
their land is a paramount feature.

Now Sindh is changing and mosi of what has been said pertains to a Sindh which is
traditional and whose social relations were so geared tc keep the majority mute. Now Sindh is
committed to the ideals of democracy. The old influences have not completely waned, but there
seems to be a positive dedication to the concept of social and economic egalitarianism.

The culture of Sindh is a great force of affirmation, of recognition and cognition.
There are no signs that it is going to act otherwise. For that's the determination cf those who
live it.
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LYl e isme S

O moon, what a great difference,

Between my Beloved and your appearance.
It is only at night that you are bright;

My Beloved is undiminished, etemnal Light.

There, where the star shines with pride,
There, my Beloved | see reside.

My Beloved is as sweet as honey;
Bitterness he knows not any.

O moon, | will reveal to you the fact,

If you will not with anger react.
Sometimes you are merely a crescent line,
At times as full-moon you shine,

In your face glow ciniten of light;

You do not possess the face of my Beloved divine.

O Master! Will you one day,

During my life come with me to stay?
The lovers within my heart.

Of forlicks have drawn a chart.

My Beloved has set out on a journey;
To whom shall | my secrets impart?

0O God, if myself from Your door You banish,
I will not from Your presence vanish.

Even if You Your face from me conceal,

| see Your Image itself reveal.

At so many doors have | begged,

But, “All is You," this is all cherish.

My heart recalls my Friend.

Where will he be now, at what end?
Why do you not on our bridal bed.
Set your feet, O Beloved Friend?
The membent for reunion is here;
Whom can | make my secrets hear?
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