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NEWS BULLETIN

(News gathered from newspapers,
periodicals and individual
sources)

U8 Aid to Afghans

(Washington - NBC) Secret aid
of 100 million dollars has been
approved for Afghans supported
by Pakistan against Najib
government in Afghanistan. The
aid was approved one day after
Mrs. Benazir Bhutto addressed
the US Congress.

Bhutto in US

(Washington - IA) Mrs. Benazir
Bhutto, Prime Minister of
Pakistan, came to USA on an
official visit, her first after
becoming the first woman head
of government of a muslim
country in modern times. She
met with the US officials and
discussed several issues. She
met with President Bush for 30
minutes and Afghanistan was the
major topic of discussion. It
was learned that Bhutto has
pushed for a political
settlement in Afghanistan. Mr.
Bush said they "discussed ways
to encourage a political
solution in Afghanistan that
will lead to a non—aligned,
representative government,
willing to live in peace with
neighbors, to replace the
illegitimate regime in Kabul."

Pakistan Embassy had arranged a
reception on her second day of
visit and many Pakistanis were
invited to attend. Several SANA
members were also invited to
attend the gathering. About
thirty or so SANA members did
attend including the general
secretary of SANA. Despite
several attempts SANA members
failed to meet her in person
and talk to her about issues
which concern them. They did,
however, manage to meet Mr.
Asif Zardari, her husband, and
others in her entourage but no
serious discussion took place

in these meetings.

Mrs. Bhutto addressed a joint
session of US Congress. She
pledged that Pakistan will not
build nuclear arms and will be
open to international
inspections as long as others
in the region are also
subjected to similar standards.
Next day, she went to Boston,
Mass. She was greeted by
Ranking US Senator Ted Kennedy
and received an honorary degree
from her alma matter, the
Harvard University.

Who is Mark Siegal ?

(Islamabad—- Staff) There were
questions raised in the
Pakistani Senate that the newly
appointed lobbyist for Pakistan
is a Zionist Jew. The
government has indicated that
Pakistan government has in the
past( including Zia regime) and
now dealt with lobbying firms
rather than individuals. Often
times Jews have worked in those
firms. The government also said
that the new lobbyist has been
engaged only for a short time
until a suitable firm is
contracted for permanent
lobbying efforts.

Mark Siegel, who is the
President of the firm which has
been contracted by Pakistan has
said that he is proud to be a
Jewish and denied that he is a
Zionist or associated with the
Zionist lobby in US.

Congress and Zia Crash

(Washington - Staff)
Congressional subcommittee on
crime has been looking into Zia
Crash. Rep. Bill McCollum, a
Florida Republican and one of
Zia's greatest admirers, has
questioned State Department’'s
role in dismissing the
Pakistani theory of sabotage.
He and FBIl officials have been
angry that the FBI was kept out
of the initial US investigation
team. More recently, however,
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FBI has been given opportunity
tb participate in the
investigations.

Biharis Active in U8

(New York - Staff) Recently
Bihari supporters in the USA
have formed an organization
ICRP headed by one Dr. Shafi
Bezar. The organization has
issued a newsletter to make
propaganda for the transfer of
Biharis in Sindh. The
newsletter is edited by Javed
Hashmi. Dr. Bezar also is the
President of New York based
Asian Television Network.
People behind this are active
both in PPP and MQGM circles in
USA. These people are raising
funds in US by portraying
Biharis as victims and as
forgotten "Citizens" of
Pakistan.

Sindhis, all over the world,
oppose their nefarious designs
on Sindh and understand their
desire to convert Sindh into
Mohajiristan and force Sindhis
to live like red Indians in
their homeland. Sindhis have
indicated to the PPP government
of Pakistan, in no uncertain
terms, that transfer of Biharis
to Sindh from Bangladesh will
not be tolerated and will
undermine the overwhelming
support of PPP in Sindh.

Ghulam Mustafa Shah Blinked

(Karachi- Dawn) Federal
Ministry of Education had
decided to change the urban
rural ratio of seats in Dawood
Engineering College admissions.
Out of 180 seats reserved for
Sindh 108 were for rural areas
and 70 for the urban areas
based on the population
factors. But after relentless
propaganda and attacks by MQmM,
Mr. Ghulam Mustafa Shah, the
Federal Minster of Pakistan,
has buckled under the pressure
both from MGM and his superiors
to change the ratio. Under the
new ratio, 114 seats are

reserved for urban areas and 6é
for rural areas.

PM Rejects CCI Meeting

(Islamabad - Dawn) Pakistani
Senate and Chief Ministers of
Punjab and Baluchistan have
demanded the federal government
convene a meeting of the
Council of Common Interests
(CCI). The demands were made
after a deadlock in a recently
held meeting of National
Economic Council. Mrs. Benazir
Bhutto, premier of Pakistan,
has rejected these demands
saying that there is no link
between NEC and CCI. She was
talking to newsmen at the
airport. When asked if the
transfer of Lt. Gen. Hamid Gul
from the ISI to GHO was a shift
in her Afghan policy, Bhutto
said her government policies
were based on firm principles,
and added "there is no change
in Pakistan’'s well stated
Afghan policy."

Kalu Chief of ISI

(Islamabad - Dawn) Lt. Gen.
(Rtd.) Kalu has been appointed
the new chief of Inter—-Services
Intelligence ISI) by the Prime
Minister Bhutto. ISI is the
agency which is responsible for
Afghan policy and was used by
Zia regime for his political
purposes in Pakistan.

MGM Black Day

(Karachi - Dawn) MGM observed
"Black Day" on May 26, 1989.
The observance was a total
failure. Except certain Mohajir
dominated parts of Karachi,
nobody observed the day. This
was one of MQM trick or treat
games with PPP. Recent troubles
were created after arms were
found in possession of MQM
terrorists in Hyderabad and
they were arrested by the
authorities. MGM dramatized the
situation by resignations of
its Sindh ministers. PPP is
trying to appease the MQM

B e



leaders and has offered them
several inducements. Sindh
Chief Minister's political
activity is pretty much
occupied with wooing MGM and
throwing bones at them to lick.

Curfew Lifted

(Nawabshah - Via Telephone)
Curfew was lifted on May 23
from Nawabshah. The curfew was
imposed in the city on April 19
following riots in which eight
persons were killed.

By - Elections

(Peshawer _ Dawn) PPP and IJI
candidates were winners in by-
elections in Chitral and
Mansehra, respectively. The
elections were held on May 22,
1989.

SNA Soft Stand

(Karachi - Staff) The Sindh
National Alliance (SNA) held
its main steering committee
meeting on May 22, 1989. Abdul
Hafeez Pirzada, SNA spokesman,
told newsmen that SNA does not
subscribe to views expressed by
veteran leader G. M. Sved.

Mr. Syed had talked about Sindh
taking place in the United
Nations and had viewed Sindh as
a "separate country." SNA
sources said the moderate
faction within SNA had
prevailed upon the hardliners
to maintain a soft line towards
the present democratic set-up,
and accordingly Syed‘'s views
were not accommodated in the
briefing to the media.

Mr. Pirzada told the newsmen,
in reply to a question: "The
SNA adhered to a democratic,
peaceful and political struggle
for achievement of the historic
national rights of Sindhis."

Nusrat Urges Senators to Resign

(Islamabad—- Dawn) Senior
Pakistani Minister, Begum

Nusrat Bhutto, has asked the
members of the Pakistan Senafe
to resign because they were,
"sitting in the senate only by
virtue of Martial Law and the
Provisional Constitutional
Order."

Missile Incident

(Bhakhar— Staff) A missile
landed at a place seven miles
east from here on May 22, 1989.
The debris was scattered over
an area of two Kilometers.
There were no casualties. The
Army chief of staff Gen. Aslam
Beg has rejected the
possibility of scud missile
fired from Afghanistan. He said
it was out of scud range and
that army is investigating the
incident.

MGM Demands Accepted

(Karachi - Via Telephone) It
has been rumored that the Sindh
Government has accepted the MGM
demands. The demands include
releasing MGM terrorists who
were arrested on murder
charges. Several of them were
accused of killing tens of
innocent Sindhis. These rumors
were, however, not confirmed
either by MGM or PPP.

MGM Marches on CM House

(Karachi - Staff) 23 MNAs and
MFPAs of MAM marched infront of
Chief Minister House protesting
the police search and arrests
of MOM terrorists, who were
caught red handed with a large
quantity of automatic arms. MQM
Sindh ministers have resigned
in the wake of this incident.

Armed Forces’ Needs to be met

(Sialkot—= Dawn) Prime Minister
Bhutto said on May 18 that
Armed forces were the
custodians of the frontiers and
people are always ready to meet
their requirements in all
respects. She was addressing

to army officers.
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Punjab Plays Games With Sindh

(Lahore - Staff) It has been
widely speculated in the press
that the issue of water
distribution between Punjab and
Sindh has been settled at a
high-level meeting. The meeting
was held under the Chairmanship
of Sardar Dreshek, Punjab
minister for Irrigation.

It has been reported that
Punjab would release a portion
of water from Taunsa barrage to
Sindh. This decision has been
dubbed as a gesture of goodwill
from Punjab to the people of
Sindh. It should be noted that
Punjab has violated every
agreement with Sindh on water
distribution and has been
diverting Sindh’'s share of
water for decades, especially
under military dictatorships
and un- representative
governments.

Bugti Offers Help to Sindh

(Karachi - Dawn) Baluchistan’'s
usually aggressive chief
Minister Nawab Akbar Khan Bugti
on May 13 surprized many by
calling upon everybody to help
Sindh’'s Syed Qaim Ali Shah.

"I am prepared to offer full
support and I am not one of
those who try to enhance
lawlessness," he told the
Karachi press at a question-
answer session marked by some
frank queries.

Sindh’'s Violence Graph

(Karachi - Dawn) Prime Minister
Bhutto on May 1& brushed aside
reports of the alarming nature
of law and order situation in
Sindh and maintained the graph
of violence has come down "to
some extent".

MGM’'s Ploy

(Hyderabad - Staff) After
several incidents of violence

and harassment of Sindhis in
Hyderabad by MQGM terrorists,
repercussions were felt in many
towns and cities of Sindh.
There were clashes between two
factions in Nawabshah, Larkana,
Sukker, Mirpurkhas, Thatta,
Dadu, etc. MOM, in accordance
with their planned strategy,
raised hue and cry that Urdu
speaking people are migrating
from interior of Sindh and
settling in Karachi.

The MOM design is to create
crisis situation and force Urdu
speaking population to settle
in Urban centers after
displacing Sindhi speaking
original inhabitants from
cities with brute force. Once
this is accomplished then
unleash Urdu press to make
relentless propaganda in
Justification of breaking up
Sindh on linguistic basis.

Unfortunately for MAM, Sindhis
in urban areas have by large
settled themselves in large
Sindhi enclaves in the cities
and Urdu speaking people at
least so for have not heeded
enthusiastically to MGM
overtures. PPP government has
indicated that there have been
no unusually large migrations
between rural and urban areas
of Sindh as claimed by MQM.

Bhutto Awards

(Lahore - Dawn) Bhutto awards
were distributed among writers,
intellectuals, artists,
journalists and PPP workers in
recognition of their sacrifices
rendered during eleven years of
dictatorship.

Bhutto Stamp

(Islamabad - Staff) Pakistan
Postal Service has issued a
Rs.2 stamp which bears picture
of Late Zulfigar Ali Bhutto.
General Speaks Up

(Karachi - Frontier Post)
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General Mirza Aslam Beg, chief
of staff Pakistan Army,
described the situation in
"interior Sindh" as serious. He
told officers of the Corps HQ
on May 14 that when a law and
order situation turns into an
insurgency, it becomes a
serious matter, and by
implication, it has very
serious connotations. It was
the PM Bhutto who had first
likened the crisis in Sindh to
an insurgency, though a minor
one.

Rail Link Held Hostage

(Barmer - Reuter) Rail link
between India and Pakistan at
Khokhrapar is all but agreed
upon except opposition from
Pakistani military. Pakistani
military is holding hostage the
successful completion of the
link because the Punjabi
military brass in Pakistan
believes that such a step may
lead India to exploit the
present unsettled situation in
Sindh.

Heavy Water Leaked

(Karachi - Staff) Heavy water
leaked from a defective valve
in the Karachi Nuclear Power
Plant on April 18, 1989. The
plant was shut down after the
incident and there was no
immediate danger to the
population.

Qaim Vs. Nawaz

(Karachi - Staff) IJI President
Mr. Nawaz Sharif, who is also
the chief Minister of Punjab,
on May 12 held the PPP
governments in Pakistan and
Sindh directly responsible for
the recurring violence in
Sindh. IJI president was
talking to the press at a
wedding ceremony.

Sindh Chief Minister Syed Qaim
Ali Shah fired back a stinging
response on May 13 to Mr.
Sharif’'s allegations. He

pointedly blamed IJI for the
law and order situation in '
Sindh.

Shooting in Karachi

(Karachi - Staff) On May 8
student supporters of PPP and
MAM shot at eachother in
Metharam hostel and in Civil
Hospital. At least one student
on each side was reported
killed. Doctors in Karachi went
on strike in protest after the
Civil Hospital incident.

MGM Keeps Accord Intact

(Karachi - Dawn) MQGM has
alleged that on April 30 ,
police detained their leader
Mr. Altaf Hussain for several
hours in Hyderabad. MGM has
demanded Hyderabad
administration from top to
bottom be sacked.

The explanation provided by
Sindh government is that the
house of a Hyderabad counselor
was legally searched after
information was provided by a
group of MGM hooligans, who
were arrested in Latifabad.
Nobody was allowed to leave or
enter while the house was being
searched. Mr. Hussain was not
staying in the house. Mr.
Hussain claimed that he was
staying in a house in the same
area and was detained for three
hours. Sindh government has
denied the allegation.

Despite resignations of MGM
ministers from the Sindh
Cabinet, MGM has retained
deputy speakership in Sindh
Assembly and has not terminated
its accord with PPP. It
continues its support of PPP in
both national and provincial
assemblies.

Jam Sadiq is Back

(Karachi - Staff) After 12
vyears of self exile Nawab Jam
Sadiq Ali, former Sindh
Minister and senior PPP leader,
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returned home on April 30. He
received enthusiastic welcome
marred by scenes of fighting
which left seven people badly
cut and bruised. Two iron gates
of Karachi Airport Terminal
were pulled down, glasses of
the VIP lounge were broken and
kitchen of Skyroom was
ransacked when ASF and police
stopped welcomers from entering
the VIP lounge. Jam was
accompanied by Makhdoom Amin
Fahim, Federal Minister and
Makhdoom Khaliq, MNA. Present
at the Airport were his son and
Sindh Minister Jam Mashooqg Ali
and Sindh Minister Makhdoom
Rafiq.

Jam Sadiq Ali was granted bail
by the Chief Justice of Sindh
High Court on May 3, 1989. Jam
submitted to the court in bail
application that he feared
arrest in a case of murder of
six Hurs in Sanghar in 1973.

Firing in JUP Meeting

(Karachi - Dawn) Five persons,
two of them policemen, were
wounded in an exchange of fire
between police and a group of
armed men at pre-Iftar
gathering scheduled to be
addressed by JUP chief Maulana
Shah Ahmed Noorani, in Gulbahar
area on May 3, 1989. Maulana
accused hooded MAQM terrorists
and claimed that the assailants
were raising "Jeay Mohajir"
slogans which are usually
associated with MQM.

Amnesty International Report

(Islamabad - Jang) Amnesty
International, in its recent
report, has indicated that
Pakistan topped the list of
countries which punished people
with death. Between 1985 and
1988, 115 people were killed in
this way. Several children
were also punished during this
time by summary courts.
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Pagara Predicts Martial Law

(Sukker - Jang) Senator Pir
Pagara has predicted that
Martial Law is soon to be
imposed in Pakistan. He
predicted that the days of PPF
government are numbered.

Jatoi will not Join PPP

(Islamabad - Jang) Mr. Ghulam
Mustafa Jatoi, MNA from Punjab,
has denied the rumors that he
and his friend Khar are

conducting maneuvers to rejoin
PPP.

We Must Defend Sindh

(Karachi - Jang) Mr. G. M.
Syed, Chairman Sindh National
Alliance, has said Sindh is
above ideological and party
politics. He appealed to all
Sindhis to unite and defend all
Sindhis and their motherland
Sindh. He was speaking in Malir
after arrival from Sann on a
five day tour of Karachi Sindhi
areas. Speaking in Memon Goth,
Syed said people who are
talking about Mohajir nation
are wrong. He warned if Anti
Sindh activities continued the
right shall win over the wrong.

Arms Destined for MGM Captured

(Kohat - Staff) Kohat police
has uncovered a conspiracy of
smuggling dangerous arms and
killing people in Sindh. Two
persons were caught smuggling
hand grenades and automatic
rifles. It has been rumored
that the detainees were MQM
terrorists.

Jam Meets Pagara

(Karachi - Jang) Pir Pagara has
said that Jam Sadiq came to see
him alongwith his brother Jam
Sher Ali. According to Pagara,
Jam was trying to convince him
that he had nothing to do with
the murder of six Hurs and
wanted him to satisfy the



effected families on his
behalf. He also said that Jam
had called him from London and
Dubai and had desired to meet
him. Pir Pagara said that he
has seen him after 17 years and
he has not changed a bit.

Pension for Mumtaz Bhutto

(Rawalpindi - Jang) Prime
Minister Benazir Bhutto has
approved Mr Mumtaz Ali Bhutto’s
petition for pension for his
services as Governor of Sindh
during 1971-72. Ahsan Ali Shah,
an aid to Mr. Bhutto, indicated
that what ever has been
approved for Mr. Bhutto is
legal and has already been
approved for other Governors.

Urdu Petition in High Court

(Karachi - Jang) A
constitutional petition has
been filed in Sindh High Court
that Urdu be made official
language throughout Pakistan as
of August 14, 1988 in '
accordance with the
constitutional provisions.

Sindhi Political Prisoner

(Karachi - Staff) Well known
Sindhi leader, Mr. Qamar Bhatti
was re—arrested outside the
Landhi jail as soon as he was
released after six months of
imprisonment under cooked up
charges. He was imprisoned
despite his bail was granted by
the courts for those charges.

He was arrested by a
considerable contingent of
police without any warrants for
his arrest. He has not been
charged with any crimes and is
being detained in Landhi Jail.
Strangely enough, while he is
in jail, Pakistan government
has ordered Mr. Qamar Bhatti
prohibited from going abroad.

According to Jeay Sindh
Students Federation, Mr.
Bhatti is being severely
tortured and his life is in
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danger. In the meantime, Urdu
press has left no stone :
unturned in spreading rumors
and lies about the
circumstances of Qamar Bhatti‘s
arrest. "Anjam", a Karachi -
based Urdu newspaper published
headlines that Mr. Bhatti was
arrested in Landhi while hiding
from police and planning murder
plans. Other Urdu newspapers
also joined in this rumor
mongering even when the police
was saying that he was arrested
as he was released from jail
after six months of detention.

Mr.  Bhatti, in an appeal to
the outside world, has appealed
the freedom loving people and
human rights organizations to
bring the pressure to bear on
"Democratic" government of Mrs.
Bhutto to restore Mr. Bhatti’'s
basic human rights and release
him from jail. Mr. Bhatti said
his case points to an apparent
discrimination against Sindhi
detainees, who are kept in
jails without charges, whereas,
MQM terrorists are being
released when they have been
charged with multiple murders
of innocent Sindhis in Karachi
and Hyderabad.
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council congratulates Irshad Kazi
and party for their efforts and
assures them of SANA's continued
support.



' SANA NEWS

GBM - 89

The GBM will be held in St. Louis,
Missouri, July 1-3, 1888. Dr.
Mahmood Qalbani will be chairing
this meeting. Details have been
made available to the members and
many have indicated their
participation. The program includes
Adabi Mahfil, SANA business meeting,
Socio-Economic papers, Invited
speakers, Sindhi exhibition, and the
main feature Sindhi Sham with ABIDA
PARVEEN. Participation of Abida
Parveen has been confirmed. Please
contact Mr. Qalbani or Mr.

Hashmani for hotel reservations and
travel arrangements.

New Address for SANA

Address of SANA has changed. The new
address is as follows:

SANA
P.0.Box 981
Williamsvile, NY 14231

All future correspondence may be
directed to the new address. The old
address will remain the address for
correspondence with SANGAT.

SANA Incorporated

Mr. Anwar M. Shaikh ( a prominent
SANA member and Attorney-at-law in
New York) has indicated that the
necessary legal process to
incorporate SANA as a non-profit
organization under the laws of the
State of New York has been completed
and SANA was incorporated on March
2, 1989. A certificate of
incorporation was issued by the
Justice of Superior Court in New -
York. SANA executive council wishes
to congratulate all SANA members on
this achievement and expresses
sincere thanks to Mr. Anwar Shaikh
for his efforts to get SANA
incorporation.

SANA Telegram

SANA sent a telegram to Pakistani
Premier Mrs. Bhutto registering
concern over the terrorist
activities against Sindhis in
Karachi and Hyderabad. The telegram
urged her to ensure all measures ar
taken to protect the life, property
and national rights of Sindhis.

SANA Advisory Committee Appointment

The SANA executive council has
approved the appointment of Mr.
Irshad Kazi, Mrs. Husna Shaikh, and
Mr. Zahid Makhdoom as members of th
SANA Advisory Committee.

SANA Thanks Irshad Kazi

SANA executive council has expresser
sincere thanks to Mr. Irshad Kazi
for bringing 18 new members. Other
members are also encouraged to
introduce SANA to potential new
members and make sincere efforts to
recruit new members to make SANA a
strong and effective organization.

International Seminar On Shah

MARUEE, a social and cultural
organization of Sindhi women, is
organizing an international seminar
on Shah Abdul Latif Bhitai. In a
press release issued by Miss. Veena
Shringi, MARUEE has announced the
seminar to be held in New Delhi,
India in August 1989. All Sindhis,
artists, writers and poets are
invited to participate in the
seminar. The program includes folk
songs; kalams of Shah, Sachal and
Sami; papers on Shah and his poetry
and discussion on the issues faced
by Sindhis. Dr. Niranjan Dudani wil!
be happy to provide more informatior
about the seminar.

THE INDUS

The SANA West Coat Chapter has
published a magazine "THE INDUS."
The editorial board comprises of
Irshad Kazi, Sani Panhwar, Saleem
Ursani, and Ashraf Memon. First
issue of the magazine has been
mailed to SANA members and has been
well received. SANA executive

( SEE PAGE-Y'Y )
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NEws CUTTINGS

Sindh Cabinet expanded:
11 more Ministers

KARACHI:TheSindhCabinetwasﬁn-ﬂm-.
e:_l'pandedogAprilzﬁwith the induction of
theoathpfofﬁoeattheGovemurHaue.

The Sindh Governor, Mr Justice (Rtd)
Fakhruddin G. Ebrahim administered the
ogth. Also present on the occasion was the
S:;gh Chief Minister, Syed Qaim Ali Shah,

e new Mini sworn in on 26
MraﬁAbduIOdeSalm Thahim, Drllthmdm a;:
m jo,” S Murad Ali Shah,
Ghulam M thv fami, Tai ol
Ali Abbasi, Pir Mazharul Haq, Agha Siraj
Khan, Mr Shamsul Arfin and MrAhatg:{
sain Kazmi, ' ST

Two_mare Ministers, Mr Mohammad Bux
Lashari and Pir Ali Taqi Shah, will take cath
!atterastheywereoutofﬂ:ecily. With
induction of new Ministers the Sindh
Cabinetnowcompri.segzobﬁnims.

In a brief thatw-ithmwmaﬁerdu
Swearing-in ceremony, the Sindh Chief
an!ster, Syed Qaim Ali Shah, said the new
Ministers wou]dshamthehadofm*and
responsibilities.

resource constraints but the Government
woulfeuymﬁdﬁltheaspirattndﬁn
people.

would like the Federal Government to hear”,
Hesaidrherehasbeeninﬂmafmhdm
frgm other provinces and “we would like thar
this aspect is also kept in view while provid-
:n%usthefundsfrom:hemmble' ible Pool”.

.10 a question about royalty an.gil for
Sindh, Syed Qaim Ali Shah said Smf;-
Government and the Sindh y have
madearecommendadonmther-‘adaalcov-
e.rnmentintlgjsregnrd.ﬂehopedd:emhnh-

to 'Fosx'tive]y.

© another question about law and order,
;he Chief Minister said it has shown i
ment. He said Rangers have started

parrolling in Karchi Hvdarmbhad cod o

14 killed in Hyderabad violence

DAWN REPORT

HYDERABAD: Fourteen persons were kil-
led and 40 injured in a fresh round of vio-
lence that erupted here on April 6 morning,

The trouble started at the Jamia Arabia,
Himayat-ul-Islam High School and Sachal
Sarmast College examination centres where
annual examinations for tenth class are
being held.

Reports said some boys wanted to pass on
solved papers into the examination halls, but
were disallowed by the policemen posted on
duty. Hot words were exchanged and a
policeman fired at Zafar who was reportedly
killed in Tilak Incline area. )

The report of the killing spread like
wildfire and within a matter of minutes
armed youth collected at Tilak Incline and
resorted to indiscriminate firing. .

The violence spread to other parts of the
city and Latifabad and it became free for all
and the situation soon took an ethnic turn.

Police resorted to firing and teargas shel-
ling at Tilak Incline and Liberty Market.

In view of the gravity of the situation,
Army was called out in aid of the civil
administration. All the bazars and business
houses were closed and the city wore a
deserted look as all the vehicles went off the

Protest

HYDERABAD: Strike was observed, pro-
test meetings were held and processions

taken out in Sindh as a mark of protest
against Hyderabad killings.

On the appeal of Jeay Sindh Students Fed-
eration (JSSF), a protest day was observed in
the Sindhi-dominated localities  in
Hyderabad, Latifabad, Jamshoro, Kotri and
other adjoining towns on April 12 to con-
demn the recent killings in Hyderabad.

road following stoning by the angry youth.
KARACHI: April 7 Sindh Chief Minister
Syed Qaim:Ali Shah on April 7 warned that

~ severe action will be taken against those who

tried to disrupt law and order in the pro-
vince.

Addressing a Press conference here soon
after his return from Hyderabad, he said
stringent action will be taken against those
found indulging in such activities.

The Chief Minister said that so far about 27
people have been arrested. -

“ The rule of law will be fully enforced. he

declared. —APP

HYDERABAD: No untoward incident was
reported from anywhere in Hyderabad or
Latifabad on April 8, says a Dawn report.

However, arrests of suspects of the April 6
violence continued. Some student hostels
were also reportedly raided on April 7 night
by the law enforcement agencies, but it could
not be ascertained whether any illicit arms
were recovered during the raids.

Two curfew breaks were given between 7
a.m. and 9 a.m. and from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. on
April 8.

Same hours of curfew relaxation were
announced for April 9.

The situation, meanwhile, continues to be
tense. .

PIA Chairman:
DAWN REPORT

KARACHL: High-level changes have been
made in the PIA effective from A_pnl 12
which include the appointment of Air Mars-
hal M.A. Daudpota, at present Managing
Director, as Executive Chairman. The post
was previously held by Defence Secretary
Syed Ijlal Haider Zaidi. ‘

Air Marshal Daudpota is the third Execu-
tive Chairman of the airline. Two others in
the past were Air Marhal M. Nur Khan and

Mr Enver Jamal.

Begum Daula
Hidayatullah
__joins PPP-

KARACHIL: Daulat Hi
Senior Vice-PremdemBe'g‘m oiAPWWdangh—
ter of Haji Sir Abdullah Haroon and
;i{a;:ghﬁt—i&hw of Sir _Ghulam Hussain
e ;
Ghazanfar - Hidayarullah and
Charmaine Hidayatullah, dm}ghcaﬂedter

on Begum Nusrat Bh , Chairman
here on April 3. o oL PEE,

TheyemeswdtheirdairemjoindlePPP
and offered full support to Prime Minister
Benazir Bhutto in the process of
dem;:.s.APP;.”..--.‘.g-,a

Indian judge -
‘wins ICJ seat

UNITED NATIONS: Helped by a written
u.nden‘-t Dot to contest the regular elec-
nom_mIS&l.R.s.Patha.koﬂndiaonAprﬂ 18
.\;Un_tbe seat on the International Court of

" Justice,

e s et

Kraichitti of Thailand — one. ‘

In the 159-member General Assembly,
Pathak received 84 votes, Dorab Patel — 42,
Pinto — 16 and Karachittj — 12.—APP

Allama Igbal
University V-C

- ISLAMABAD- 'l'ho-l?edara.l'Min.ixt f
qucan'ou,_ Syed Ghulam Mustafa Sha.l:- wl?;
mahouﬁe oy or of Allam Iqbal
OPGII. : versity, appointed Mr. M.H.
Qazi a5 the ngw Vige-Chancellor of the Uni.

Mr Qaziis ¢ ing in the Un;
sity Grants mmmqumm  Univer-

Bhutto House

. KARACHT: 'I‘hePIDCHou.sehasbeenre-
| Damed as “Bhutro House” with mmediate
l effect, the Federal Minister of State for Pro-

duction, Raja Shahid
on Api o Zafar, announced here

~Yi-



" Sindh Assémbly calls for =~

royalty on oil and gas

KARACHI: The Sindh Assembly on Ai_ni.l
11 unanimously passed a resolutioin urging
the Federal Government to consider award
of royalty on oil, gas and other minerals
found in Sindh “as it is the right of the pro-
vince.”

The resolution expressed resolve‘ of the
House that since Sindh produces major por-
tion of the oil and gas in Pakistan, an oil reﬁp-
ery be set up in either Hyderabad or Badin
district.

The Sindh Assembly further resolved and
was of the opinioin that the Provincial Gov-
ernment should approach the Federal _wa-
ernment to revise the policy of acquiring
land for Union Texas under the Land Acquis-

ition Act, “but the land owners should be
given royalty of the land as is being done in
Sui gas fields in Baluchistan, or as an alterna-
tive, the previous policy of acquiring land on
10-year lease should be revived and resorted
to.”

The resolution was jointly moved by Sar-
dar Ahmed Ali Pitafi, Mr Taj Mohammad
Shaikh, Mr Rafiq Ahmed Mahesar, gnd Mr
Munawar Ali Shah. Amendments to it were
proposed, permitted and inserted, with the
permission of the Hoouse, on behalf of Mr
Naveed Qamar and Pir Mazharul Hagq.

A lively debate was conducted on the r:e,frol-
ution with both Treasury and Opposition
benches supporting it in a spirit of under-
standing, concern and cooperation.

Bhutto Loses Coalition Ally

ISLAMABAD (PT]) — In fallout stemm-
ing from the Afghan war, the Awami Na-
tional Party last week pulled out of a
coalition government with the ruling
Pakistan People’s Party in the North West
Frontier Province, close to the Afghan
border

belonging to the party sent their resigna-
tion letters to the provincial Chief
Minictor AﬁahShtl'PlO

However, there was no threat to the

PPP-led provincial govemmmt_asthe
ANP, headed by Wali Khan, decided to
continue its support to the PPP from
outside.

Press reports here suggest that the
Pakistan President and the Army did not
favor an ANP governor in the province
because Wali Khan has bitterly opposed
the government's policy on Afghanistan.

The PPP-led government in the pro-

‘vince enjoys the support of 65 legislators

in the 86-member house.

No exodus from interior
of Sindh, says CM

DAWN REPORT

ISLAMABD: Syed Qaim Ali Shah, Sindh
Chief Minister, said here on April 24 that an
additional force of about 7,000 men would be
added to reinforce police in the province in
the next six to eight months as part of the
pProposed administrative measures to check
recurring violence and lawlessness in
Karachi and some other parts of Sindh.

Speaking at a Press conference, he, how-
ever, emphasised that his Government at-
tached greater importance to the process of
political reconciliation among various politi-
cal and ethnic elements, instead of pursuing
only administrative measures to combat
periodic clashes and lawlessness in Sindh.

He stressed that this approach whereby his
Government recognised “the facts and
realities” of diverse ethnic and political
groups and accepted to open political dialo-
8ue with them, distinguished the PPP Gov-
ernment from the previous Government and
those under Martial Law.

The Chief Minister said that law and order
situation prevailing in Sindh, including
Karachi, owed its existence to the sense of
deprivation and injustice with which the
people in Sindh had suffered since early
1980s and that his Government had inherited
*“this legacy” from the past regimes.

Mr Qaim Ali Shah strongly denied reports
of exodus by non-Sindhis from certain parts
of the province to safer areas due to msecur-
ity of life and property. The reports, he said,
were highly exaggerated and malicious, and
added that whatever movement might have
taken place, was normal. “Things were being
blown out of proportions.” he regretfully
observed.

hopeful that the situation would keep impro-
ving with the passage of time, claiming that
the present situation was far. better than
what it was before the elctions an coming
into office of his Government.

He said during his current visit he held
discussions with Prime Minister Benazir
Bhutto on the provincial situation ‘as well as
on some other issues.

He denled having met General Mirza As-
lam Beg, Army Chief of Staff or President
Ishaq Khan during his present visit, as re-
ported in a section of the Press. During his
meeting with the Prime Minister, the Sindh
Chief Minister said she had agreed to assist
in raising the police force for Sindh where at
present the effective strength was normally
limited to 6,000 men out of a total of 13,000
policemen. About 3,000 policemen remained
normally on routine security and guard
duties, he added.

To a question, Mr Qaim Ali Shah said the
Karachi Declaration reached between the
PPP and the MQM was sometimes wrongly
interpreted as a move against any political or
ethnic group. He said the PPP was a national
party and his was the only Government
which could rightly claim to have representa-
tion on it from diverse ethnic groups.
Likewise, he said, his party and Government
had remained always willing to hold talks
with various groups like the PPL, MQM and
Jiye -Sindh for restoration of peace in the
province.

"YA‘

‘Sindh to get
Rs 50 crore
~oil royalty’

SUKKUR —. The govern.
ment was spending an amount of Rs
1000 million in the education sec.
torwith a view to eradicate illiter-
acy from the sociery.

Sindh Minister for Education
Syed Khursheed Ahmed Shah said
this while addressing an Iftar party
arranged in his honour by Mr Nazar

» Mohammad = Soomro at Soomra
Mohallah, Sukkur, on Wednesday.

Syed Khursheed Ahmed Shah
disclosed that the F ederal Govern-
ment had accepted the demand of
royalty on Sindh oil and Rs S50crore
would be given to Sindh Govern-
ment, -

He said 40,000 job opportunities
are being created by the Federal
Government for Sindh during the
next financial year.

Syed Khursheed Ahmed Shah
called upon the people to come for.
ward to establish cotrage indus-
tries in the province for which the
government had authorised the
industrial banks o give loan of Rs
25 lakh to eachi investor.

The Minister advised the job
seekers to get recruitment in police
department and added that the
government had upgraded the post
of constable from Grade 2 to 5.

_ He said English sub ject is being
introduced from class three in all
primary schools of Sindh province,

Several injured in
Karachi bus blast

DAWN REPORT

~ KARACHT: Seventeen Ppeople were in-
Jjured when some explosive substance went
off in a loaded KTC bus on M_A. Jinnah Road
on April 19 morning.
Theexploaioncausedpanicinthemmd
vehicular traffic on the busy M.A. Jinnah

medium intensiry exploded in a bus No. 865-
878 of route Na. 3, opposite Capri cinema.

. ““Due to panic, nine people received minor
lnjuries, out of whom eight were discharged
immediately after first-aid,

“However, one person received bum in-
juries on his hand and.thighs. He is bei
treated at the hospi e

“Police has registered the case and is
investigating”,



6,700-Year-Old Cave Dwellings

Geological Finds in J&K Indicate Pre-Indus Cultures

NEW DELHI (PTD — Indian geologists
have found ancient cave dwellings and
a prehistoric fireplace in Jammu and
Kashmir’s Ladakh district, providing new
evidence of Stone Age cultures predating
the Indus Valley civilization,

Analysis of charcoal collected from the
site of the fireplace, about 60 miles east
of Leh, shows that it is 6,700 years old,
scientists said in reporting their finds in
the journal Current Science.

The lower Indus Valley settlements,
which include the cities of Mohenjodaro
and Harappa, date back about 4,500
years, archeologists say.

Cave Shelters, Too

K.K. Sharma, G. Rajgopalan, and V.M.

Choubey of the Wadia Institute of Hima-

L

layan Geology, Dehra Dun, and the Bir-
bal Sahni Institute of Paleobotany,
Lucknow, also reported finding several
cave shelters close to the site of the
fireplace.

The Indus settlements are believed to
represent one of the world’s earliest
civilizations, but recent excavations in
Mehrgarh in Pakistan have uncovered re-
mains of farming settlements 3,000 years
older.

The sites in Ladakh indicate Stone Age
cultures between civilizations
and the Mehrgarh settlements on the
subcontinent.

For Roasting Meat

Pieces of thick bones found at the fire-

place in Ladakh suggest that these set-

Afghénistan

In search of
a scapegoat

tlers used fire to roast the meat of a

goatlike animal, the scientists reported.

Detailed studies at the sites of the new
finds could throw new light on links bet:
ween the Harappan civilization and Cen-
tral Asia and China through the “easily

- negotiable” Ladakh route, they said.

Scientists also reported evidence of
Stone Age cultures at another site, Bur-
zahom, in Kashmir. Bone tools, a wheel
made of redware pottery and evidence of
animal burial rituals are “unique” and
“found for the first time in India,” they

said.

FAILURE is a new experience for
mujaheddin guerrillas. Not long
they were doughty fighters who had fo
the Russians to leave Afghanistan. |
they are uncharitably depicted as an unc
plined mob outsmarted by the defende
Jalalabad. Their setback is measured
only in the casualties they have taken, by
a loss of morale that disturbs both
selves and their foreign friends.

One effect of this loss of morale
search for a scapegoat. Who ordered th.

3 ¢
P ce of the thick animal bones at tack on Jalalabad? It had been widely

the Ladakh sites alsg s that the sumed that Pakistan’s military intellige

process of domestication might have
started locally, they said.

Zia’s Ex-Pilot Is Called Head of Drug Gang

ISLAMABAD — A pilot of the late Pakistan President Mohammad Zja-ul
Haq was this week named as leader of an international gang of drug traf-
fickers and money launderers unearthed by the narcotics control division here.

Maj. Farouq Hamid (Ret.) was arrested in Rawalpindi. His accomplices, Tahir
Butt and Munawar Hussain, are in Norwegian jails, according to an official
statement. The gang has offshoots in Dubai, London, Norway and Pakistan,
it said.

Witnesses said the pilot was one of the important persons in the drug trade
and had power and authority to get things done. Hamid was accused of send-
ing huge quantities of heroin for delivery in big cities of the United States
and Spain,

Named After Prophet

NEW DELHI (UN) — Pakistan’s new

surface-to-surface and surface-to-air

missiles have been named after the

weapons used by the Prophet
lohammad.

M

The shoulder-fired (50.5) surface-to-air
missile, with a range of 50 to 5,000
meters (5,500 yards), is named Anza. An-
za is the name of the spear that Hazrat
Zubair, a companion of the Prophet, us-
ed in the battles of Badr Uhud and

George Trober, a witness, alleged that under instructions from the major Kheyber and other wars. :
hehadanmgedﬂmhansfercﬁa:geﬂmsofmoneytopmnunempakjm The Urdu daily Nawa-i-Wagt said 70
nationals in the form of gift packets. percentoflhepompqnentsoprzgm

Abdul Rashid, a bank employee in Norway, told investigators that he was manufactured in Pakistan and within one
involved in money laundering. He had contacts with the pilot, who sent large  year all its components would be made
sums of money to Pakistan through his bank, he said. in the country.

— Press Trust of India
Miss Benazir Bhutto

Pakistan Bans April 3 Issue of Newsweek

ISLAMABAD — Pakistan has banned an
magazine Newsweek for violating Islamic law by depicting the Prophet
statement said this week.

Al]copiesoftheApﬁlBediﬁonmconﬁscatedlastweek

APakistaninempapercalledformehanonmeAmericanmagm'nefor
includjnaapiqureofmeProphetinanarﬁcleon belief in the afterlife. The
government statement said the ban had already been ordered.

lslamdoesnotpemrtanypicmmofmePrupheLfounderoftheMusﬁm

Mohammed, a government

issue of the international news

The Ecomomist's postbag has for months been
clogged with letters on this gripping issue: what is
the prime minister of Pakistan called? She is mar-
ried, but we refer to her as Miss Benazir Bhutto.
Many letter-writers complain chat this is an insult to
a married woman.

Miss Bhutto, as we shall continue to call her,

has published her autobiography under the name
Benazir Bhutto. We therefore assume that is how
she wishes to be known. A married woman who
chooses to use her maiden name in public life re-
tains the citle Miss with that name (unless, like Ger-
aldine Ferraro, married to John Zaccaro, she explic-

itly makes it known that she wishes to be called

Mrs). One who uses her husband's name gets the

married tag (Mrs Margaret Thatcher). No more lec-
ters, please.

Passport official
~ shot dead

— Py -

organisation, the 1sl, urged on the guerri
The 1s1 says the order came from Pakisc.
prime minister, Miss Benazir Bhutto, h
erto regarded as a dove in military marr
According to a report in the New Y
Times, the American ambassador to P
stan—unlike the mujaheddin—sar in on
meeting where the attack was planned.

A success by the guerrillas would
stantly banish these recriminaric
Jalalabad remains vulnerable, and the
fighting season is just beginning with
end of the winter snows. The lessons of
past two months of fighting may persu:
the guerrillas to make a new effort to end
deep rivalries berween them. A more unif
command structure and better plann
may follow.

Afghan Threatens To
Rocket Pakistan

ISLAMABAD (Reuter) — Afghan Defense
Minister Shahnawaz Tanai threatened in
an interview published early this week to
rocket Pakistan in retaliation farincreas-
ing rebel attacks in Afghanistan.

The official news agency Bakhtar
quoted him as saying that Pakistan’s

was undeniable. “Therefore, Afghani
can give itself the right to display a similar
reaction to the attacks of foreign states”
he said.

But Pakistani Prime Minister Benazi
Bhutto told reporters in the north-
western city of Peshawar that if the war
is brought across the the border, Pakistan
is capable of dealing with it.



Sindh Police strength to be increased

RAWALPINDI: Important decisions about
measures to deal with the law and order situ-
ation in Sindh, and to improve the working of
law enforcement agencies were taken at a
high-level meeting held at the Prime Minis-
ter’s Secretariat here on April 11 with Prime
Minister benazir Bhutto in the chair.

In view of the special problems in Sindh,
particularly in Karachi arising out of the
" illegal immigrants and terrorist activities, it
was decided to increase the existing strength
of Sindh Police by 7000 persons with
immediate effect.

This would help in improving the existing
poor police-population ratio in Sindh, spe-
cially in Karachi. .

It was also decided to raise the strength of
Rangers by 5000 persons with effect from
July 1,1989.

The meeting decided to set up Special Task
force in the form of an intelligence cell to
deal with the sources and supply of illegal
arms in the province.

A number of decisions to upgrade the
training of police personnel by creation of
additional and better facilities in the police

training institutions were also taken at the
meeting. o

The meeting was attended by the special
assistant to the prime Minister, Maj. Gen.
(Rtd.) Nasirullah Khan Babar; Adviser to the
Prime Minister for Defence Maj-Gen. (Rtd )
Imtiaz Ali; Adviser to the Prime Minister for
Finance and Economic Affairs, Mr V.A. Jaf-
feri; Sindh Chief Minister Syed Qaim Ali
Shah; Minister of State for Defence Col.
(Rtd.) Ghulam Sarwar Cheema; Federal Sec-
retaries concerned and Home Secretary and
Inspector-General of Police, Sindh —APP.

Heated debate in Assembly

By Shaheen Sehbai

KARACHI: Hardliners of both the PPP and
MQM blew their steam off on April 10 with
all kinds of threats and counter-threats in a
marathon four-hour debate in the Sindh
Assembly on the aftermath of the latest
Hyderabad killings.

At one stage, the exchanges became so hot
that the Speaker’s decision not to allow any
visitor in the galleries seemed totally jus-
tified. It would certainly have been a hard
task to avert a clash between supporters of
ths opposite camps.

In all, 21 members took part iiT tire debate -

which was the first unconcealed outbreak of
emotions on both sides — PPP and MQM —
although both sit on the same side of the
fence.

“No one can throw us out, we have burnt
our boats and we are here to stay, whether
someone likes it or not,” thumped MQM
MPA Mohammed Igbal, defending the
Mohajirs, speaking on the joint adjournment
motion of three PPP and one MQM members.

The retort came from PPP’s activist lady
memebr Rashida Panhwar, who warned:
“We can take kalashnikovs in our hands as
well. Don’t test our patience.” )

Hardly a few sobering voices could be
heard from both sides as member after
member from the PPP side took up the theme
of Sindhi-bashing, strongly contested by the
MQM which spoke of Mohajir killings with
equal force.

The Speaker, Mr Abdullah Shah, found it
hard to keep the House in control at one
stage when MQM MPA from Hyderabad,
Shafiq Ahmed, apparently lost his cool and
started shouting at full blast: “Don’t
threaten us. We will not be cowed down.”

He was reacting to remarks by PPP MPA
Khuda Bux Jamali who started defining the
word Mohajir and in the process hit out at
MQM for insisting on being called so.
Speaker Abdullah Shah had to stop ] amali
from straying from the point but Shafig
Ahmed’s outburst brought several PPP
MPAs to their feet and it appeared that the
House may have to be adjourned.

Things, however, cooled down as swiftly as’

they had boiled up with Jamali saying: “We
are prepared to give you another chance to
try and stay here with love and amity.”

But, he insisted, “We are the sons of the
soil, don’t tease us as in the end there may
ultimately be dead bodies all around.” While
he was talking of horrowing end, the Speaker
cut him short with an apt admonition: “Your
end has come, please sit down.”

The first reasonable and sane voice was

heard when PPP’s Pir Mazhar Haq took the
floor. “Don’t talk of rivers of blood,” he
cautioned. “Don’t create an atmosphere
which you would repent later. Don’t waste
time. Try to go to the root of the troubile, fix
specific responsibility and don’t just debate

-an issue to talk it away,”he told the House in

a series of advices.

Sensing the changing mood, MQM’s
Aminuddin joined in with a polite thanks to
the PPP members of the House for “not let-
ting the troubles spread in the interior of

Sindh,” as one MPA claimed.

The only Opposition MPA who takes the
scat of the Leader of the Opposition, Syed
Imdad Mohammed Shakh, rook the floor and
seemingly enjoyed hitting out aboth ike PPP.
and MQM.

“You say the government has failed and
the administration has failed. But you are the
governmnet and the administration. Who are
you'trying to mislead by blaming yourself for
your failures,” he asked in slow grammatic
Urdu.

He then went on to charge that Sindh was
being turned into another Israel where the
locals would eventually turn into a minority.
“Sindh has been mortgaged to blackmail just
because the PPP wants power in the Centre,”
he lashed out.

The leader of MQM in the House, Mr Badar
Igbal, regretted the turn the debate took and
particularly mentioned the criticism of Syed’
Imdad Shah and said: “We are feeling
ashamed that in this House we are being

. accused of inefficiency.” .

He said the events inside the House will

_have a negarive impact ‘on the people and

instead of improving the situation “we are
inviting miscreants to play a greater role.”

Conciliatory speeches were made by Syed
Deedar Hussain Shah (PPP), who called for
joint PPP-MQM efforts to make their accord
a success, and Mr Shafiq Ahmed of MQM,.
who said the talk of nationalities must now
end and the division on Sindhi-Mohajir lines
should be discouraged.

The Sindh Law Minister, Mr Omer Yusuf
Deda, winding up the discussion narrated the
details of the Hyderabad incident and said 12
peopie were killed, 42 hurt and 55 had been
arrested.

The Law Minister conceded that the PPP-
MQM accord was not being implemented but
stressed that it contained the solution of all
the problems that were being encountered.

Ending his address with slogans of “Sindhi-
Mohajir Bhai Bhai”, Mr Deda hoped that san-
ity will prevail and the democratic govern
ment will overcome the problems. .

Y-

‘No PPP
~ coalition
- with IJT°

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan People’s Party
is not at all interested in joining the I[JI in a
coalition government in the Punjab under
Chief Minister Nawaz Sharif.

A competent PPP source said here on April
12 than any report suggesting that the party
was considering joining a coalition govern-
ment under Mr Nawaz Sharif was totally
baseless and calculated to misguide the pub-

i
A,

An Islamabad Press-report this week had
claimed that Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto,
who is also the Co-Chairman of PPP, had
proposed to chief Minister Nawaz Sharif at
their official meeting in the third week of
March that she was willing to accept three [JI
Ministers in the Federal Cabinet provided he
took six of the People’s Party men as Minis-
ters in the Punjab Government.

The source said it was evident to all that
the IJI coalition was sustained by the inde-
pendent members in the Punjab Assembly
and Mr Nawaz Sharif could not hold on to his
office without their support.

The PPP, which is singly the largest party
in the Punjab Assembly, would never join a
government so weak and wholly dependent
on the support of independent members as
that of Mr Nawaz Sharif. .

Three gunned down
in Larkana

DAWN REPORT

LARKANA: Three members of a family”
were gunned down and two youngsters
received bullet injuries in firing by unknown
armed assailants on April 12 night in Mohalla
Qafila Serai.

Four armed men broke into a house,
herded the inmates in one room and sprayed
them with builets killing three and injuring
two.

KARACHI: A final-year student of Govern-
ment College of Technology in SITE,
Shaukat Ali, was killed in a shootout bet-
ween the supporters of Jeay Sindh Students
Federation and Islami Jamiat-i-Talaba in the
college’s hostel in the small hours of April 11.

Mohammad Ejaz Khan, 32, a laboratory
assistant at the Civil Department of NED
University was caught in a shootout between
supporters of All Pakistan Mohajir Students
Organisation and Jeay Sindh Students Fed-
eration.

At least three students were injured.



SINDHI ASSOCIATION OF CHICAGO CELEBRATED ITS
SILVER JUBLEE

On April 22, 1989, the Sindhi Association of Metropolitan Chicago

celebrated its prestigeous 25th Silver Jublee anniversary at the Indian

Lakes Country Club in Chicago. Nearly 400 Sindhis from Chicago and other
parts of United States attended the celebration. Hiro Mirchandani and

Mrs. Chablani presidents of the association and reception committee welcomed
the guests. Dr. Bhagvan Shahani in his keynote speech addressed the cultural
senius and professional achievements of Sindhi nation, while other invited
speakers Dr. Aftab Kazi spoke on Sindh and Sindhi-ism, and Mr. Motilal Butani
Jiscussed the Sindhi language. On this ocassion, the Sindhi Association
conferred recognition a%ards for community and professional contributions

on Dr. Kalu Thadhani, Dr.-Bhagvan Shahani, and Mr. Partap Bhavnani. The
cultural show performed by local Sindhis included Sindhi ladas, play, and
dances. In a reception for out of town guests by Mr. Prem Lalvani, the
possibility of a world Sindhi convention was discussed, and a close
sociocultural cooperation between Sindh based and overseas Sindhis has

been proposed.

Chicago, April 23, 1989,




Water rights

The purpose of this article
is to consider the resources of
Sindh and to suggest a possi-
ble course of resource de-
velopment. But first, above all
else, is the question of Sindh’s
water rights. Considerable
time and effort has gone into
sorting out this problem. To
no avail. The main reason is
intentionally aggravated
lethargy. The military /
bureaucratic elite has found it
expedient to put the issue into
cold storage. With the result
that Sindh’s water rights have
been constantly abused.

The rights of the lower ripa-
rians have been curtailed
with the same vengeance that
human and civil rights have
experienced in the last ten
years. What does this mean?

It means that international
law which recognises and pro-
tects the water rights between.
nation-states and
nationalities has not been
adhered to. The lower ripa-
rians have rights equal to any
other regarding the distribu-
tion of river waters. The colo-
nial government recognised

" this right which resulted in

the 1945 Sind-Punjab
Agreement.
The situation is now

chronic. The problem: first, .
Sindh does not receive ade-
quate water to sustain an effi-
~ cient level of productivity.
Second, whatever level of sup-
plies exist are also being chal-
lenged. Some sections of soci-
ety have begun to question
the necessity of water flowing
below Kotri barrage to the
sea. They view, perhaps out of
ignorance, the question of
ecology with contempt.
Unfortunate are the wise,
the conscientious people.
Naively secure in the
knowledge that nature’s be-
nevolence, the eternal con-
tradiction between man and
environment, will survive the
perversity of the human mind.

indh rights

——

__ byKamal Maijidulla

The bond, in its sublime state,
is there but, at all times, must
be nurtured. It follows then,
that a flourishing natural en-
vironment is presupposed in
the psyche of Sindh. Nowa-
days, with the exception of a
few friends of Sindh, the
Sindhis have become compla-
cent in their perceptions.
They cannot see the slow but
persistent attempts to distort
the ecological balance perma-
nently. Yet, that is precisely
what is going on.

Hoax

The massacre of trees in the
northern areas, by officers in
charge, was a prelude to the
wanton destruction of
Pakistan’s natural resource
potential. Further down the
denuded slopes, the Darya’s
awesome potential, that crea-

tive genius which has inspired

ten thousand years of civilisa-
tion, the last ten probably be-
ing the least creative, is being
underdeveloped beyond
reprieve. .

The exploitation of natural
resources has got very lirtle to
do with the maximum utilisa-
tion of its potential. Up, in the

‘eloquent - grandeur of the

northern mountains, the
Sindhu Darya roars like a

,hundred thousand golden

lions, proclaiming their
power in unison. It would be a
shame to break the back of
such a power, turning it into a
placid circus animal. But, to
completely harness such a
power, to maintain its dignity,
so that generations can ad-
mire our foresight and our
strength of character, that
should be the aim of nation-
states.

Unfortunately, few in the
country seem to or even want

to realise that building the
Kalabagh Dam would not only
be the biggest hoax ever, but
will also cripple us financially
for the next 30 years. Narrow-
mindedness and impatience
prevents us from seeing the
simple but evident unsound-
ness of the dam’s geographi-
cal location, design, storage
and power facilities and its
life span.

In a nutshell, at Kalabagh
the Darya-e-Sindh spans out,
necessitating ludicrous ex-
penditures on retaining walls.
This money could be used to

acquire better facilities for
another, more suitable and
economically viable location.

The design is an embank-
ment cum sluiceway
structure. The sluiceways are
there to remove the silt. It
might increase the life span
but it deadens the storage and
power capacity.

When the gates are opened,
during the peak flows of the
Darya, the bulk of the water
that needs to be stored will be

lost in order to avoid siltation.
In effect, it will not seriously
harness the water storage po-
tential of the Darya. And,
hence, not really contribute to
agricultural development in
Pakistan.

In terms of power,
Kalabagh is truly a hoax. Sim-
ply speaking, once the sluice-
ways are opened, the re-
servoir will fall below the
level where the turbines func-
tion efficiently. When that
happens, the industrialists
who are at present pressing
for immediate solutions will

find 1760 MWSs removed from

- the national grid for a period

of 2-3 months every year. In-

dustrial expansion relying on’

Kalabagh Dam’s power will
stand idle, as a grotesque re-
minder of ad hoc planning,
stubbornness and basic bad
judgment. What will happen
then?

People,* especially those
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hardest hit, will clamour for
alte_rnatives to supplement
the inherently unreliable flow
from Kalabagh ‘Dam. Ironi-
cally, only then will the
busp:essmen realise that
Pa.k:stanisasickmil.l,up toits
eye!;all; in debt. Unlike or-
ganisations set-up to milk the
loop-holes, the State cannot
declare bankruptcy and get
away with it. Someone will
have to pay. The nation will

have to foot the bill for the

S}a_tg’s anti-national  ac-

tivites. Financially, we will

not be able to undertake any

projects for a very, very long
time. Stagnation, in itself is a
horrifying thought. "

Alfernatives

There are, of course, al-
ternatives to the present mis-
use of our national resources.
And, sadly enough, a brea-

thing space has been given to
us by our very own Aid-to-
Pakistan Consortium, They
are perhaps aware that the is-
sue of Kalabagh Dam is as im-
portant as that of the Aswan
Dam. A Devil’s decision could
be perilous. Regional checks
in Sou}h Asia, in terms of in-
ternational balances, are pre-
carious at the best of times.
The _Consom'um has to be cor-
Téct 1n supporting a genuinely
popular government and not
some late 20th century varia-
tion of the Tsar’s Duma,

Perhaps Pakistan can conv-

ince them that their alloca-
tions should only be made av-
ailable for preventive re-
medies rather than for the
crippling cost of cures. The
benefits, at this stage, are al-
ways long-term and the reci-
pients happier. If only the
West could be sure their abso-
lute advantage in technology
will not be threatened! Logi-



cally then, historical inevita-
bility underscores the crisis.
USD?7 billion, which is what
Kalabagh Dam = will cost
Pakistan at the time of com-
pletion, is therefore, possibly
available for development for
the same period. As far as ag-
riculture and water utilisa-
tion in Sindh is concerned,
certain aspects have to be set-
tled. First and foremost, is the
question of water allocations.
These allocations comprise of
two parts 1. The quantity of
divertable waters required
and 2. Required flows below

Kotri barrage.

Water experts of the
bureaucracy, after consider-
ing the historical data avail-
able, basically agree that 30
million acre feet (MAF) of the
Darya’s water needs to flow
below Kotri barrage. Fortu-
nately, they have recognised
that fresh water below Kotri
sustains the livelihood of mil-
lions of people involved in in-
dustry, commerce, agri-and-
aqua-culture.

With a lesser flow of fresh
water the delicate position of
scientific fisheries in lower
Sindh would be overturned. It
is not generally known, for ex-
ample, that prawns are highly
susceptible to the saline con-
tent of the water. The dilution
of the ph occurs when salt wa-
ter mixes with the sweet wat-
ers of the darya. With the re-
duction of this water, no
longer will Sindh’s prawns be
able to tantalise the
cosmopolitan-inspired taste-
buds of the western middle
class and simultaneously,
earn foreign exchange for the
state’s exchequer. The policy
makers are probably unaware
that high value added, up-
market fresh food items are in
great demand. The demand
began about 8 years ago.

Mangroves

- For the domestic market,

our fishermen harvest
thousands of tons of food.
With Karachi’s proximity and
some refrigerated services to
the north, the palla and its
kin provide protein to a vast
number of people. The fish
survive off the food available
from the mangrove swamps of
the delta region. The man-
groves cannot survive in pure
salt water.

grove swamps have played
probably one of the most criti-
cal roles in the history of the
Sindhu Civilisation. 10,000
and some years ago, the left
bank of the Sindhu basin,
from Sukkur to the sea, was
marsh land, densely
populated by the mangroves.
These shrubs checked the
sea’s land-ward erosion.
While, at the same time,

stabilising the Darya’s silt de-

posits, allowing the land, over
centuries, to move seawards.
An awesome contribution if
one looks at the map of today.

To this day, the mangrove
swamps hold back the sea wa-
ter. If sufficient fresh water is
not allowed below Kotri bar-
rage, the sea ] '
with the natural order, will re-
verse an ancient process. For
the first time, the sea will be
allowed to encroach on our
lands.

Sweetwater  aquaculture
and- the Sindhu blind dolphin
will die out. Agriculture in the
riverine areas of lower Sindh
will be smothered by the sea.
The dense forests will wither
away leaving the land barren
and desolate. Such regression
will affect the lives of over a
million people. Naturally, all
this will not occur in a year or
two. But, before the advent of
the 21st century, it will nega-
tively alter the ecological ba-
lance and hence the socio-
economic conditions of the
people living in Sindh.

Our rulers and our leaders
of public opinion ought to be
aware that laying claims on
the waters downstream of
Kotri barrage will have disas-
trous consequences. The wat-
ers are not wasted or superflu-
ous but directly contribute to
the well-being of the national
economy. Especially in fields
that have no substitutes. Once
and for all the 30MAF re-
quired at the proper time be-
low Kotri should be above
dispute.

Perceived, planned or real
water shortages should not in-
still a desire to grab or lay
claims on water that
nourishes a distinct ecological
system but rather, to seek out
alternatives. The alternatives
lie not in horizontal expansion
but probably in vertical im-
provements. In other words,
within financial parameters,
the state should concentrate
on improving the existing in-
frastructure and develop the
ancillary or support systems
necessary to sustain progress.

&by tampering

Seepage

It is common knowledge to
the State’s water dev
ment authority that 50% of
the diverted water is lost to
seepage (40MAF). An entire
development programme
could be established around
ltll:u':ad fact. The basic idea be-

ind such a programme
should be, in a word, CON-
SERVATION. Approximately
20MAF of water is lost to
seepage every year in Sindh’s
irrigation channels alone,

The conservation of these
water losses in Sindh will

have a dual benefit. First, it
will increase the availability
of water to a) improve pro-
ductivity b) increase the in-
tensity of cultivation and ¢) ir-
rigate a larger area. Second,
water conservation will have
an immediate impact on wa-
ter logging and salinity.

By preventing seepage, wa-
ter logging will be cured.
Furthermore, the salts car-
ried up by capillary action can
be controlled by flushing, salt
resistant shrubs, and gypsum

aone of

‘these measures will have any

long term benefits unless the
slgop;r;’ msyst_ems are de-
v at is, drainage can-
als and tubewells to reduce
the water-table in water-
logged areas. Outlets are ab-
solutely essential. Without
them irrigation projects will
be marginally productive.

For instance, it has only re-
cently occurred to our policy
framers, under duress, that
the Left Bank Outfall Drain,
will be just one long trench
unless some system to keep
the high-tide in check is
worked out. It was quite obvi-
ous to concerned citizens that
some sort of dyke structures
with hydraulic gates will be
necessary to prevent the
backlash of choked drains.

To the bureaucracy, how-
ever, such a project would en-
tail living and working in dif.
ficult conditions. Their solu-
tion, as usual the easiest and
equally useless, was to flood
parts of the coastal areas from
w the saline solution
would naturally drain into the
sea. It is evident from this that
our bureaucrats have no con-
ception, let alone apprecia-
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To the bureaucracy, how-
ever, such a project would en-
tail living and working in dif-
ficult conditions, Their solu-
tion, as usual the easiest and
equally useless, was to flood
parts of the coastal areas from
where the saline solution
would naturally drain into the
sea, It is evident from this that
our bureaucrats have no con-
ception, let alone apprecia-
tion, of Pakistan’s ocean and
coastal  (land and wind)
resources.

Drainage projects, of simi-
lar and lesser magnitude as
the LBOD, should be funded
from Sindh’s share of the
USD7 billion Pakistan could
get. It is only when drains and
tubewells are dug simultane-
ously with improvements in
water management practices
that the exercise will be
worthwhile. The technology
to control seepage, and
thereby conserve water for
the crops, is varied with re-
lated costs.

All over the world, there
are basically 3 or 4 different
ways of lining a channel 1.
Brick with cement or clay 2.
Clay liner 3. Plastic spray
coating and 4. Artificial hard
rubber lining. Usually brick /
mortar is used for water
courses and synthetic rubber
is used on canals. They are

both durable and relatively
maintenance free, if of
course, the construction is
done properly and honestly.

.

-

No one can deny that the in-
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side. But, what are these costs
in terms of the water losses
that have hindered develop-
ment and degenerated
Sindh’s soils for over 30 years.
Nevertheless, efficient water
disbursement, ,\m’h the ac-
side. But, what are these costs
in terms of the water losses
that have hindered develop-
ment and  degenerated
Sindh’s soils for over 30 years.
Nevertheless, efficient water
disbursement, with the ac-
companying reduction in wa-
ter logging and salinity, and
improvements in productiv-
ity, will generate economic a¢-
tivity which will more than
adequately pay for the high
start-up costs. It seems to have
worked elsewhere in the
country so why not in Sindh,
which needs it the most.

To shift some burden off the
state, the farmers should be
made to participate. After all,
field mogas lose about 40% of
the water they receive. For

is potential saving, the
farmer should pay. However,
certain caution should be ex-
ercised. Farmers, should be
made to contribute according
to the productivity and/or
cropping intensity of - their
farms. The payment can be
made in cash or kind. This
approach will help to rectify
40 years of resource
underdevelopment.

If development proceeds
along the course of conserva-
tion, then the waters saved in
Sindh will need to be stored.
The first place anyone would
think of, and the Lieftnik Re-
port concurs, is a barrage at
Sehwan. At this point, after
some earth work, the 6MAF of
water that Kalabagh Dam

would ordinarily flush, can be
ratainad: IMAF a+r Manchar

Lake, 2MAF in the Chodari
Ponds, and 1MAF in channel.
Furthermore, reverse flow
turbines can be estsbluhed
which, by filling and reducing
Manchar, can produce en-
ergy. Thia‘ source can goa long

Lake, 2MAF in the Chotiari
Ponds, and 1MAF in channel.
F ore, reverse flow
turbines can be established
which, by filling and reducing
Manchar, can produce en-
ergy. This source can goalong
way in reducing the poverty of
Dadu and the Right Bank
generally.

On the Left Bank, the Chot-
iari Ponds can be used as a
cut-off point for that hide-
ously long, totally inefficient
and costly Nara canal. South
of the Ponds, the canal system
can be extended into
Tharparkar and provide reli-
able supplies to Mirpurkhas

district. At present, destitu- -

tion exists in Tharparkar, and
crops are under the perma.
nent threat of encroaching sa-
linity in Mirpurkhas — for
which water is necessary.

Strategy

The Sehwan  barrage
system can also store water
for the rabi and early kharif
crops. A part of Sindh’s share
of about 18 MAF for the
winter can be efficiently dis-
tributed from Sehwan. Kotri
barrage’s command area and

-Sukkur barrage’s tail will be

able to improve their pro-
ductivity. One must re-
member that southern Sindh
is the best rice and sugarcane
growing area in Pakistan. It
can quite easily surpass the
current shortfall in sugar and
quality rice. The area’s only
problems are infrastructural

— an irregular water supply
and a token drainage system.

If the measures mentioned
above are implemented,
Sindh can quite confidently
pay back its loan in the same
time period given for

— an irregular water supply
and a token drainage system.

If the measures mentioned
above are implemented,
Sindh can quite confidently
pay back its loan in the same
time period given for
Kalabagh Dam, including the
customary rescheduling. 13
million acres of Sindh’s cultiv-
able command area will gen-
erate capital reserves as it
moves towards higher levels
of productivity and cropping
intensity. -

In 1923, Sindh convinced
the colonial power that a bar-
rage at Sukkur was economi-
cally viable. Today, 64 years
later, we can still convince the
central authority that Sindh
can pay for the reorggmisation
of its agriculturat an
aquacultural i .
' Itis important to ber
that the horizontal improve-
ments envisaged for §indh, do
not infringe on the wghts of
other nationalities. Sindh has
lower riparian and equal ap-
portionment rights. Because
of this Sindh has a right over
75% of the Darya’s waters
(72MAF), with additional
sanctions for winter with-
drawals (18MAF), Sindh gets
40MAF, that is, SMAF less
than our present demand.
Most of the shortages occur
during rabi and early kharif.
If we can utilise 10MAF of in-
evitable seepage, a fair
amount of our problems will
be solved.

To do this a plan has to be

Condd. .. ..

the opposite of what Sindh '
needs, with no money for pro- |
Jects that Sindh desperately '
requires.’ !
_If the draft report of the Na- |
tional Agricultural Commis.-
sion, particularly the
philosophy behind it, is ac. '
cepted by the National As '
sembly, Kalabagh Dam will

be built, the plans

lemented and the country dri- !
ven to bankruptcy. When thiat {

happens it will eff

-seal the fate of Sindh and |
Pakistan, condemning it to
morass of nothingness for the!

nomm:ﬁ

next 50 years —
what governments are
power.

-
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made to determine what it
would cost Sindh for lining
channels with brick / mortar
and/or synthetic materials,
digging tubewells and drain-
age canals and sustaining the
ecological balance. As ag-
riculture is a provincial sub-
ject, guaranteed by the Gov-
ernment of India Act, 1935,
Sindh can draw up its own de-
velopment strategy, to be
financed by Sindh’s share of
federal resources.

Formulating a strategy to 1.
Conserve, 2. Store, 3. Dis-
burse irrigation water and 4.
Ta develop our coastal (land,
fresh water and wind) re-
sources, is not as difficult as it
seems.

To begin with, the bureauc-
racy’s indices to measure the
cost / benefit of projects can
be used. If the figures appear
exaggerated, the private sec-
tor can be approached for ad-
ditional information. Further-
more, discreet inquiries can
be sent from liaison offices for
possible joint ventures which
would include the transfer of
technology. The size of the
projects should justify the lat-
ter. This abundant informa-
tion ought to be sufficient for
analysts to get a good graspon
what it would cost.

Report

Sindh has to present an al-
ternative strategy for de-
velopment and convince the
other nationalities that hori-
zontal improvements would

sent evelopment
strategy projected by the Wa-
ter Resources Committee of
the National Agricultural

. Commission.

This report is entirely
based on A) the existence of
Kalabagh Dam, B) an aversion
for lining so that seepage oc-
curs, C) an absence of drains
and tubewells to remove
waterlogging because, for the
upper riparians, a high water
table has to be maintained at
all costs, and D) farmer con-
tributions that would effec-
tively exclude most of Sindh.
In other words, the report’s re-
commendations are exactly

(See Inscton left)




By Mazhar Yusuf

During my recent trip
to Paris, while browsing
through old books and
prints in an antique
shop, I had an interest-
ing encounter. I spotted
an old map of India appa-
rently torn from an old
album which named the
Rann of Kutch or the
Gulf of Cutch as the Gulif
of Sindhi.

I was pleasantly surprised and

amused bv rhis map: Not only did [°

purchase this old map but'[ pre-
sented it to the Institute of
Sindhology. My curiosity has also
led me to make further studies as
to where else the Gulf of Cutch is
inscribed as the Guif of Sindhi,
and what is more important, WHY
it has been done so at certain
points in history.

But first I needed to find out the
probable date of the map I had
purchased. One thing was certain
that it was printed in France and
was torn from a French album as
the caption of the map was in
French, namely ‘Empire Du Mo-
gul’. The inscription further shows
that it was prepared by hyd-
rographic engineer, Mons. Bonne
of the French Marines.

The best clue which one can get
to ascertain the period of the map
is through the location of Lahori
(Lahri) Bander which is also given
there.

It is a known fact that during
Aurangzeb’s subedari  over
Multan, which extended upto the
coast of Sind, Lahori or Lahri or
Laurie or Lari Bander (as it has
been variously known) had started
silting, which rendered it useless
as a seaport. It was because of this
that Aurangzeb started looking for
another suitable place. In fact, he
got another port established
nearby which was named Aurang
Bander but which Spiller and Sc-
river name as Cuckerhallah. The
date for the establishment of the
Aurang Bander is given by Spiller
and Scriver as 1652. The period of
Aurangzeb’s Subedari at Multan is
also 1648 to 1652. .

Since how long had Lahori
(Lahri) Bander been the chief port
on the Sind coast is not the issue at
the moment although we know
from Alescandar Cvnnigham. an
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authority on Indian Georaphy,
that Dewal or Debal was deserted
about 1250, that is between the
visits of Jalaluddin Khwarizam in
1291 and Ibne Baturua in 1333
when the latter visited Lahori Ban-
der which had succeeded Deval as
a port town. In fact, even before
this period, El Beruni writing in
the first half of the 11th Century,
did not name Dewal or Debal but
speaks of Lahorani, as the delta
port of that time.

The Portuguese forces which
sacked Tatta in 1555 AD in all
probability, advanced from Lahori
Bander.

In 1635 by the time the first
trade mission from the English
factory arrived at Lari Bander the
Portuguese were already well es-
tablished on the Sind Coast with a
practical monopoly of carrying
trade with the Persian Gulf, Gu-
jrat and Goa. They are reported to
have had even a church at Lahori
Bander.

According to Abbott (Sind) the
first instructions given by the East
India Company to its captains, re-
garding the extension of its ac-
tivities in Sind in 1607 were to sail
to ‘Laurie’ a good harbour within
two miles of Negger Tuttie, a great
city as big as London.

But surely Tatta too had already
started decaying about this time
as communication by water ber-
ween Tatta and Lahori bander was
becoming increasingly difficult
due to silting of the river.

Tarikh-e-Tahiri speaks of such
communication being made by ‘an
unfordable channel but a small
one! Spiller, in 1648 reports that
the tide reaches only half way to
Tartta. involving the necessitv of

drawing boats by sheer strength
on poles through water in places
not more than a foot deep.

The contact that the West had
with India began about the begin-
ning of the 16th Century and we
know that by 1650 Lahri Bunder
was already becoming useless as
the main port on the sea coast.
When Captain Alexander
Hamilton visited Tatta and Lari
Bander in 1699 he found Lari Ban-
der to be five or six leagues from
the sea on a branch of the Indus.

Compared with the above
mentioned facts the said map
could be depicting any period bet-
ween the first fifty years of the
17th century. Personally I would
speculate that it could as well be
the second half of the first fifty
years.

Iranians called Sindh or Sindhu
as Hindhu.

Their neighbours,
likewise, called it Hoddu.

The Macedonians and later the
Greeks adopted the same name as
Hindu in their Indu which later be-
came India.

Through all along, the river was
referred by its original name by
the people inhabiting this area.
But when the Muslim historians
and geographers came on the
scene they called it Abi-Sind or Nil
Ab. Pakhruns called it Aba-Sind.
The Chinese named it Sintou. The
Sindhis, of course, called it
Sindhu.

In the reports of the East India
Company’s the name of Sindhu is
variously given as Sindhu, Sind,
Sindy, Sindh and Sinde, which is
also spelled occasionally with ‘C’
instead of ‘S’.

Now looking back we find that

Hebrews
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Ptolemaeus (AD 100-178) in hi:
Geography, written about 150 AD
has mentioned about one Guif o
Canthi along with the mouths of
Indus-Sindhu. While Ptolemaeus
seems patently wrong to have re.
ferred to the Gulf of Canthi (pro
nounced with ‘C’ — and the river
in the district of Syrastra (present
day Surastra), Eggermont, an au-
thority on Alexander, finds the re-
ference useful in so far as one can
infer from it that one should dis-
tinguish the coastal strip along
with the Gulf of Canthi from the
region of the Indus outlets. It
seems according to him that the
Gulf of Canthi was situated in bet-
ween the eastern-most outlet of
the Indus and the sandy belt of
land formed by the Thar desert
situated to the east of the Indus
river basin.

With all humility I would like to
suggest here that the Gulf of
Canthi’s existence is a fact, ir-
respective of whether it is in the
region of the Indus outlets or
slightly towards the east of the In-
dus River basin.

My speculation is that the name
of the Gulf was still the Gulf of
senthi or sindhi and Canthi was
only its transliteration by the re-
porters to Ptolemaeus. This specu-
lation is different from the specu-
lation of Eggermont, who says that
the word Canthi, most probably,
represents the Greeks pro-
nunciation of Sanskirit ‘Kachcha’,
the same word from which the
name of the present island of
Cutch is derived. Eggermont, how-
ever, on the same page of his book
‘Alexander’s Campaign...’ dis-
putes his own assertion. He says,
“although the Gulf of Canthi and
the present Great and Little Rann
of Cutch have their names in com-
mon one should not identify the
one with other.” In Alexander’s
times the Great and the Little
Rann did not exist. At the time
there was only a wide bay of the
ocean. On the other hand the Gulf
of Canthi, or Kachcha, bore a
name which was appropriate to
the geomorphological situation in
325 B.C. It represented a saline
plain intersected by creeks into
which water drove at flood ride
and which changed into a salt lake
during the rainy period by the con-
stant blow of south west monsoon.
[t is for that reason that Alex-
ander’s sailors called the estuary
of the eastern Indus branch as well
as its harbour ‘Canthi’ after the
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SPEECH AT THE 25TH SILVER JUBLEE MEETING OF THE SINDHI ASSOCIATION
OF METROPOLITAN CHICAGO, APRIL 22, 1989
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Dear friends:

Personally and on behalf of the Sindhi Association of North America (SANA), it is

my privilege to congratulate the Sindhi community of Metropolitan Chicago on this

Silver Jublee ocassion. Far away from the motherland, this celebration is reflective

of your love for Sindh and the Sindhi society. Our Sindhi brethern in Sindh, Hind, and
the world over will be proud of your efforts whenever this new will reach them. Moreover,
this evening is historically significant for its initiation of the first ever formal
interaction among the Sindh based and the overseas Sindhis outside the Indian continent
since the Sindhi diaspora began in 1947.

Despite the harmonial nature of ethnic Sindhi Hindu-Muslim relations, the middle and
upper classes of Sindhi Hindus were compelled to leave their homeland, while rest of

the Hindu-Muslim population of Sindh was enslaved in the guise of religion and politics.
Since then, we have a Motherland but we can't call it so, and we have a homeland, vet
we cannot enter in. Sociopolitical, cultural, economic, and spritual sofocation

both at home and abroad has led to a sense of deprivation among most Sindhis. While

the overseas Sindhis feel threatened of their slow extinction and assimilation into
foreign cultures as a sociocultural group, the Sindhis in Sindh question everyday the
process of being converted into Red Indians.

Since the beginning of Sindhi diaspora, failure of interaction between Sindh based and
the overseas groups has led to a crisis of multiple identities within the Sindhi nation.
The sociopolitical and economic deprivation of ethnic Sindhis at home has led to a strong
nationalist sentiment; while the sociopolitical, lingual, spritual, and psychological
isolation of overseas Sindhis has lately posed several questions related to the survival
of their ethnic identity.

The snatching away and the internal colonization of the motherland, denial of historiccal
national rights, discouragement of intercultural communication between ethnic Sindhis,
resultant ignorance of Sindhi generations of their sociocultural roots and upbringing
under multiple nationhoods, elimination of Mother Sindh on the world map as an
international entity, and uprooting of Sindhi culture and language have in fact
shattered the traditional norms of Sindhi national character. At present the nearly
27 million ethnic Sindhis around the world can be described into the following three
catagories:
1. Sindh Based: These nearly 22 million souls comprise both Hindus and
Muslims and represent the heartland. Most of them with Sufi orientation, the
heartland Sindhis are nationalists and willing to sacrifice their lives for
the Motherland --if ever the need arises.

2. Hind Based: Nearly 5 million and scattered all over India. Their older
generation -though dieing away, is natiomnalist. Though politically inactive

in Sindh affairs, they sympathize with the nationalists at home. The problems
in Indo-Pakistan relations have devastated their hopes despite the geographical
closeness with the Motherland. Their younger generation though brought up

with the Sindhi value system, under the circumstantial mainstream assimilation
requirements of the Indian core cultures is shying away from the ancestral
cultural heritage, thus, experiencing a slow extinction process as an ethnic
group The geographical priximity however, has facilitated limited communication
through radio and television programs , thus, managed to maintain some sympathy
with problems in the heartland.

D V-




2
3. World Based: This group, according to diverse reports, consists nearly
one and a half million with residency in more than 55 countries. Their older
generation, under the circumstances, has grown hopeless in their concern of
the Motherland, while new generation seems hardly aware of Sindh and her
sociocultural value system. Despite all that, various groups of young Sindhis
have been found eager to learn about Sindh and their Sindhi roots.

Despite all of these problems and cultural gap, no politically aware Sindhi seems to
have abondoned the idea of the Motherland. A foreign diplomat who encountered several
Sindhis in Iran, Dubai, and Singapore during the 1983 and 1986 massacres in Sindh by
the previous military government, told this writer, most Sindhis he met felt uneasy
about the plight of their Sindhi brothers in the homeland.

The historical sufferings of Sindhis both prior to and afetr the invasions of Sindh

by. Aryans, Greeks, Persians, Arabs, Afghans, English, and the most recently U.Pians,

the power of Sindhi nationalism seems stronger than ever, keeping alive the Sindhi
national sentiment. However, a realistic view of Sindhi situation would suggest that
after every invasion, not only the size of Sindh has shrunk but a foreign language

has been imposed as well. The current era seem to be the most crucial one. We ought

to realize that Sindh no more has its four main historically spoken dialects (Siro,
Larri, Lassi, and Kacchi). Siro/Siraiki or Utradi and its people have been incorporated
in Pakistani Punjab making it look the largest province in Pakistan (when in fact it is
not), while Lassi area was made a part of southern Baluchistan; Larri remains as
endangered dialect of the heratland, and Kacchis over the years have experienced
different sociopolitical developments within the Indian federation. Should the populatio
of Siro and Lassi speaking areas be included, the total number of Sindhis may possibly
exceed at least 55 millions. Under the political arrangements of the last 150 years
(since the Miani War in 1843 and British occupation) our Mother Sindh was divided

among four different neighboring areas. Since then, the personality and perceptions of.
Sindhis have changed significantly.

Unlike other nationalisms, Sindhi national sentiment is very old. Mistakes should

not be made in tracing the beginnings of Sindhi nationalism with the 19th century
French revolution. In addition to commonly known components (race, language, culture,
and territory, etc.) the Sindhi nationalism is reflective of an unusual historical
memory with a full practice of the right of historic sovereignty. In this case many
may ask that, why Sindhi nationhood and language now remain as a non-entity in the
existing world system ?

The answer is simple. Much of the national existence depends on the nature of the
international order. Since the British invasion in 1843, Sindh, despite its geopolitical
importance has been excluded from the schemes of political order by major powers with
interests in central and south Asia. Consequently, historic Sindhi identity and role

has suffered at both regional and international levels; while Sindh's political

resources are being exploited under different political arrangement, without the
participation of native Sindhis.

Geographical determinism influences the development of states. Under a given political
order, a state can disappear from the political scene, but it may re-emerge with
revitalized spirits under an alternative but more favorable political order. The Polish
national state is an example in that regard. Poland was sandwitched between the
Austro-Hungarian, Russian, Ottoman, and Napoleonic empires and continuously disappeared
from the political map of Europe approximately 300 vears. The political order

designed at the Congress of Vienna in 1815 could nou reject the Polish demand of
national restoration, and reestablished Polish identity and state, despite diverse
political orientation Polish people had acquired under different occupations during

the preceding three hundred years.

Sindhis, whose ancestors once taught mathametics and science to Mesopotimia and West
--which unfortunately no one seem to remember now-- have survived most undesirable
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Although they are not included in the political scheme of
Sindhis certainly possess the potential to play
1 schemes of regional powers sorrounding South
essed that ethnonational and linguistic factors
pean powers once manipulated to divide

events in the past.
the existing international order,

a significant role in the politica
Asia. The last 4] years have witn
have replaced the religious factor that Euro

Sindh and India.

The revival of Sindhi nationalism on ethnic grounds may not be welcomed by those in
power, the emerging national trends however have rejected the older notions of naFion-
building and direct towards ethnic solidarity. An international network of Sindhis on
sociocultural and linguistic basis could provide a morale boost to Sindhi nationalists

in the heartland, and only the reemergence of Sindh on the world map can guarantee
the survival of Sindhi people, their culture, and society both inside and outside the

Sindhi Motherland. JEEAY SINDH.
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nativle designation Kachcha.

This s Eggermont’s view, My
humble suggestion, however, js
thar Alexander’s sailors did cal] j¢
after the native designation to be
sure but it was not Kachcha but
Sindhij or Sendhi.

In English letters «C’ :g* and ‘72’
are interchangeable in audition
and subsequent transacription,
Some of the reports of the Com-
pany servants even mentioned
Zind and Zindy for Sind and Sindy.
x\_{oreov_er, even to this day in Eng-
lish ‘C’isalso pronounced as ‘S’ as,
for Instance, in city, citation and
certificate. So Canthj can as well
have been Santhi. In severa] re-
ports the English officers have
also pronounced Sind with ‘C* and
after all “th” and “dp» have very
similar sounds. [t is my humble
speculation, therefore, thar even
as farl back as 150 AD or perhaps
€ven in 325 BC, the Gulf of Cutch
was called by jts original name of
rl_'le Gulf of Senthi, Sendhj or
smdl;i but it was transliterated at
the time as Canthi or Santhj.

_ According to Dr Louis Flam dur-
Ing the 4th and 3rd millennium
terrestrial Kutch consisted of a tj-
dal sea. In this light this area can

be considered as a part of the
Lower Indus Basin.

There is also social and culrural

commonness berween Sind &

‘Cutch. M.H. Panwhar has traced
the relations between the two
areas back to pre-Moenjo Daro
times. He very rightly points out
that for about 400 years from 1226
to 1600 AD Sind and Cutch were
ruled by a common tribe known as
Sammas, though one was Muslim
and the other Hindu.

Postan writer that aboriginal in-
habitants of Cutch lived alongside
with a pastoral tribe of Musalmans
from Sindh — Sammas who on con-
version to Hinduism prided
themselves as Jharejah Rajputs.

Historically Sindh and Cutch
have been dependant on each
other. It is recorded that when
Jam Firoz got defeated ar the
hands of Shah Beg and fled to
Cutch for reinforcement he was
provided a suicidal squad by his
kinsmen, the Jharejas in Cutch.

Social, cultural and historical af-
finities of Sind and Curch can now
very well be supported by the evi.
dence which the French mariner’s
maps clearly show. It is therefore
justifiable to designate the Runn
as the ‘Gulf of Sindhi".
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Sindhi Literature

By Saleem Memon

Sindhi Literature, like all other great Literature of the world, sprung from the roots of great
grandfathers graves and swing to the demands of 20th century.

The growth of Sindhi Literature in analogous to the growth of social consciousness of the
people of Sind. The social roots of Sindhi Literature can be found in the peasants, the toiling
folks, yoke of the incessant foreign rule in Sind has given birth to fatalistic withdrawals from
the world affairs on one hand and insolationistic national identity on the other, and Sindhi
literature of the past is admixture of these two odd currents and under currents. Some scholars
date the origin of Sindhi Literature back to Rig Veda one of the two oldest books of the world.
Some Scholars guided by their ideologies, however, find Arab Rules as blessing for growth of
Sindhi Literature. But according to my humble opinion, Sindhi Language after years of oblitera-
tion, re-emerged as strong media of literary through end avour of Sufis and Baghts. To quote
Rume the Imam of Sufis' it 1s befitting to guide everybody in his own mother tongue. Hindi
for people of Hindi and Sindhi for people of Sind.”” These Sufis of Sind, although apparently
withdrawn people however, deeply associated and identified themselves with people and
it is because of this that their national consciousness has never been obscured by petty pre-
judices and it is because of this, that we find in Makhdoom Nuh of Hala, a religious scholar,
mass poet par excelllence. His following couplet is unrivaled in poetry depicting the servitude
of the toiling massess.

Think not it dew, which has fallen in the midnight
Suffering of the people has made night to shed tears.

This perspective and poetic attitude of Makhdoom Noah, Makhdoom Mohammad Zaman
of Lawarai and Makhdoom Abul Hasan, the champion of mother tongue as media of religious
instruction gave birth to Shah Abdul Latif Bhitai, a legend not only in the Literary history of
Sind but also in the Literary Ristcry of the world. The space at my disposal does not allow me
to elaborate on the literary genius of this great poet, but | can only pray that let there be a world
free from chauvininistic prejudices, then and then only genius of Shah can be understood and
assessed. | would only say that even in the 20th Century nobody is match to Shah Latif's
Scenario writing let alone this poetry.

Shah iike all towering geniuses of the world has no doubt over-shadowed his contempo-
raries but it is difficult to deny the Literary Genius of Mayon Inayat, Makhdoom Abdur Rauf
and Makhdoom Abdur Rahim.

The subtle and humble satire of Shah Latif was transformed into questioning and bold
rebellion of Sachal Sarmast, after degeneration cf monolithic and obsolute manarchy and
parasitic religious obligarchy dependent on feudal despots.

These great traditions of Shah Latif and Sachal found new venues after advent of Brlt?Sh
Rule. Mirza Kalich Beg though allegiant to British Rule, but being conscious of his rich
past and conversant with liberal traditions resultant of French Revolution and Chartist move-
ment, became the torch bearer of new renaissance. His path was followed by Jethmal Parssran
and Lalchand Amardino Mal. Both of them, however, disagreed with Mirza Sahib’s content of
allegiance and replaced it with their ideals of freedom and independence.

The First World War gave further impetus to the Literary ideals of Lalchand and Jethmal.
Kischanchand Bewes's ideas were totally anti-imperialist. He can rightly be called father of social
realism in Sindhi Literature, depicting suffering and aspirations of toiling masses of Sind.

The Foundation of Sind Hari Committee and Organisation of trade unions in Sind, gave
birth to a new class of writers, who were not introducing new forms but added new contents,
which can be termed as ‘bitter truths’. But none among them with the exception of Ayaz and
Hyder Bux Jatoi could make a lasting imprint on Sindhi Literature, because most of these
writers were either translators or adopted foreign stories or ideas wnho_u_t having the back-
ground of Sindhi Life. This period however produced some good critics and short story
writers, most important among them are M. U. Malkani, Dr. Gurbuxani, Dr. Daudpota, Mr.
Usman Ali Ansari and Saindad Solangi.

Partition and communalism did not orly make Sindhi Hindus to flee from their mother-land,
but also hampered this growth of Sindhi Literature taking advantage of these poets and writers,
who either were plagiarists or influenced by the decadent countries, tried to reverse ’th:s onward
growth, but with the foundation of Sindhi Adabi Sangat, Sindhi Literature once again grev\)& on
right and rational path. Here | may very proudly mention that our gsteemed teacher prof. valz
Kadri is not only founder member of Sindhi Adabi Sangat but also its first Secretary General.

Sindhi Literature has since then acquired a modern look and is vibrant with emotions and
aspirations of people of Sind. Py



THE FUTURE
OF
SINDH AND SINDHIS

BY
D.H. BUTANI

This paper 1is in a sense ..autobiographical, for while writing my
pioneering work on India of the 1970s, I developed a methodology for futuri-
stic studies, which I propose using here for probing into, what I am, as
a Sindhi, profoundly interested: the future of what used to be my part of
the country, and more importantly, the future of the people of whom I am
born: the people who built up a civilization in the Indus Valley long before
the Aryans sang their hymns of the Rig Veda on the banks of that holy river.

That methodology is simple: walk back into the past as far as you
can go, build up a broad and valid base of logical information, and then
go forward confidently into the future: you will find the Future standing
right in front of you as an Einstenian phenomenon.

Because of my long association with the D.J. Sind College, Karachi,
I' was here drafted into a pioneering venture to establish a new university
in the land (and in the name) of Sardar Vallabh Bhai Patel. We were quita
a number of Sindhis there but the milieu was Gujarati: the Patidars, as
the Patel landlords of the area were called, were masters of the land.
However, quite a few of them had worked in Sindh 1in High capacities, knew
our metal, hence the drafting of Sindhi talent in a Gujarati adventure.
It was quite a clash of cultures on which I could write almost a thesis.

However, as [ have a long way to go in writing this paper in which
[ have much to say about our future, I select only one or two significant
pointers to elucidating that phenomenon which has been called Sindhiat.
Our boys and girls as also our professors were modern, theirs almost medieval.
The system began to boil, ti11 a clash actually occurred. Gujarati boys,
taking out their kurkis (long-curved knives) attacked the Sindhi nostel.
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The Sindhi boys went up the terrace and threw soda water bottles on the
attackers. There were no casualties and the Gujarati boys went back crest-

fallen to their mentors, who knew Sindhi culture: "You don't know these
Sindhis. You can't beat them. There's an ancient unconquerable element in
their mental make up. They will soon become masters of this land ..."

However finding the atmosphere uncongenial, we soon left, Tock , stock
and barrel, for pastures new; but we had out of barren land and a unique
bankrupty of Tocal talent, built up a university. Now you hear of Vallabh
Vidya Nagar - agricultural college, technical institutes, engineering, arts,
sciences, and a dairy industry of international status and reputation.
Practically all this was pioneered by Sindhis and Gujaratis trained and
brought up 1in Sindh, with large doses of Sindhi culture pumped into them
over Tlong periods of time, for they came to Sindh - Bhai Lal Bhai Patel,
H.M. Patel of the ICS and others - as almost little boys: Sindhiat had

matured them and then they called us, and we built up a magnificenteducational.

structure. It is still there. It's our creation.

One more illustration, significant on a personal basis: there was
one Amtani (a Marwari, not a Sindhi). He became an intimate friend of mine.
We used to go out for long walks, and his one refrain was: "You Sindhis
are communal ..." "We have to be, to survive amidst this hostile culture ...
I found that this Amtani was practically blind: I had almost to lead him.
So I probed into his past: "Amtani, were you always like that? How did you
get into government service?" He started 1ife as a lower division clerk
in Sind PWD and rose to become a high officer by sheer seniority. "Yes,
my eyesight was very poor from the beginning. A Gujarati chief engineer
gave me this job out of compassion; but I had to go up for medical check
up in the civil hospital, Karachi. The civil surgeon was also a Gujarati
but I was too small a man to communicate with him. I was checked by a number
of his subordinates. When the report went up to him, he found that [ was
practically blind and finding my name as Amtani, he thought, I was a Sindhi.

I was rejected ... I came back to office and began to weep. The news reached
the Gujarati chief engineer. He called for me and telephoned the Gujarati
civil surgeon: S L jr;\f; o~ " he 1is our own Gujarati.
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I am sending him back to you for a revised report.?' So the original papers
were destroyed and a revised report submitted, declaring Amtani fit for

Government servicel

Now I had my chance: "Amtani, a Sindhi would never have done that.
Knowing that you are Gujarati, he would still have certified you as fit
on grounds of compassion. Who is communal, the Sindhi or the Gujarati?
Sindhi, my dear, is a cosmopolitan humanist..." And we both laughed. I did
not realize then that I was having my first lessons in the understanding
of that potent phenomenon, called Sindhiat.

Soon I found myself in the Cabinet Secretariat at New Delhi. It was
buzzing with 1ife, as the very elements of a democratic government were
being built up from scratch. There being practically no Prime Minister's
Secretariat at that time, Nehru used the Cabinet Secretariat as his prime
instrument for action. Inadvertently I found myself at the centre of things
and as [ was probably the only academician, amidst a crowd of high-baked
bureaucrats, quite a large number of VIPs and LIPs (least important persons)
used to crowd round me for this and that. Finding me a Sindhi, they would
begin a conversation: "What's the difference you feel most strongly between
your country and this ...?" "Oh my dear", I would say, "our community had
its usual quota of crooks, liars, humbugs, hut the liar in Sindh would hide
himself 1in a corner. Here, he walks breast-forward, lies and lies again,
with abandon ..." They would laugh and move away. [ would later feel that
I was being uncharitable. What I said was of course true, but it was true
not only of India, but also of Pakistan. I.fact, it was a universal pheno-
menon, truth being the prime casualty of World War II. How's it that the
Sindhi was relatively untouched?

I think, the main reason for that was that the Lower Indus Valley
never experienced anything like the primary poverty that we saw reging nere.
Impoverishment, the denial of the very means of subsistence, was at the
bottom of the trouble: the people here were thoroughly demoralised.
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In Sindh, the population was small and the Indus flowing on a ridge
above sea level, flooded twenty miles on either side, and lush grass grew
10-15 feet above ground level. Men and cattle had abundance of food. Will
you believe, nobody charged anything for milk? And walking through a
village, even a total stranger would be asked to sit down for a meal at
any time of the day or night; and what was it: a rotla of jowar (white
millet) with half a kilo of butter on it and large jug-size tumblers of
lassi (butter-milk) to wash it down, plus a lot of gur. In fact, the joke
among the Muslim peasants used to be: one would say to the other: "My dear
friend, if you had all the wealth of the world, what would you do?" “QOh,
my dear, I would eat gur and gur; tell me, what would you do?" "Now, you
have cheated me. You have taken the only good thing in the world, leaving
nothing for me. You are a rascal ..."

Let us think it over: what was a very common place phenomenon: what
would be the character of a people of such gay abandon, bankrupt in cash
but rich at heart and in real terms, with no care for the future, trusting
in Allah and innocent 1ike Babes in.the Wood! That has bred a certain type
of character: we shall now analyse what it is.

Long, long ago, before India and Pakistan were born, I had to go
to the deep South of India to attend a conference. While returning, there
were heavy rains on the way and the train stopped at a place called Hubli.
[ was told, there was 1ittle prospect of the train moving for many hours.
So I went into the town for food and drink. Walking through the bazaar,
I heard to my surprise Sindhi voices coming from shop after shop. It was
a whole Sindhi bazaar. I just put my head in and spoke in Sindhi. They
Just dragged me in, put their arms round me and began inquiring in classical
Sindhi style about ancestors, village folks, cattle and kafis! One of them
even sang a Sindhi song.

[ was over-joyed and inquired about their well being. They laughed.
They all looked Tike well-fed animals. Apparently, they had become a wealthy
and influential community. How in such a short time? What was the secret
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of their success? I now can say: Sindhiat, that quality of straightforward
dealing, helpfulness, cosmopolitanism: everybody was welcome: they had
no enemies, only friends. They expanded business and employment. The city
was therefore happy with them. In fact, I was told that it was on the cards
that the next mayor of Hub1i was going to be a Sindhi!

Subsequently, I had umpteen such experiences, the world over. I
was in Japan in 1961. I had written to a Sindhi relative of mine to show
me Japanese villages, as I was rather curious to know how they maintained
such clean and beautiful hamlets: 1ittle parks, little lamps, little lakes,
Tittle houses, all spick and span, with a big, red telephone at the head
of each street! My Sindhi friend took me through it all, with-Japanése
girls teasing him, he holding them by the chin, singing Japanese songs
into their ears! A Sindhi bania, of all species, speaking such fluent
Japanese, walking into shops, negotiating deals: my heart gladdened. In
fact there were many such Sindhis in Tokyo, Osaka, Nagoya and other Japanese
cities. The Japanese trust them. Why? Should we not ask? There are other
communities also: the Japanese look askance at them.

From Japan, I went to Hong Kong for getting a cheap full suit, some
electrical trinkets etc. Well, what did I find? Hong Kong is one vast,
fabulous Sindhi Bazaar , with the Chinese looking on them from their
terraces, with their pigs and all that. How has this enormous Sindhi
business come up? The Sindhi boys who came here, ages ago, were semi-
literate, school drop-outs, with little capital: now they own (actually
own) vast departmental stores. They have their own cultural centres,
theatres and even invite Sindhi talent from home!

How have they built up all this capital? To this I had already got
an answer, when [ did a bit of research into Shikarpuri moneylending in
the South. This is a very old story. A money lender from Shikarpur would
go to the deep South, into the Tamil country. He would rent a hut on a
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rupee or so (rupee per month), hire a Tamil munshi on two rupees a month
and spread out a mat for rest. It would be a rich tobacco country or any
other commercial crop worth financing. For a month or so, he would just
study the market, prevailing rates of interest, banking practices, make
out a list of promising parties with the help of his Tamil munshi, and
spend his time in building up contacts with banks. He would borrow small
sums of money on a ‘'call' basis. He would be very prompt in payment: so
the bankers developed a special affection for him. A tobacco grower would
walk into his hut and request for money. He would take out his 1list. If
the fellow's name was in the "good books" he would straight away lend him
what he wanted without any security at 6 per cent against the Chettiar's
15 to 20 per cent! If the fellow's name was in the bania's "bad books",
he would still be courteous: "You see, sir, I am a small man and have

little more than a mat to sit on; but do come next time ..." The result
was that these Shikarpuri moneylenders built up a prosperous moneylending
business in the deep south, borrowing from banks at low "call" rates and
lending at 6 per centl The Chettiars were beaten on their very own ground .
How? Sindhiat was at the bottom of it all. The Chettiar was a tyrant. He
was almost a brute. He had an eye on the poor peasant's woman and cattle;
and he charged exorbitantly. By contrast the Sindhi, though a common man,
was almost an angel in behaviour! He never abused, was always reasonable,
often even charitable: that is what I call Sindhiatl

“This of course is nistorical, but not in the very distant times,
Shikarpuri merchants (not money lenders) dominated the markets of Samarkand
and Bokhara and had the monopoly of access to princely houses, because
of their reputation for integrity. No one else was allowed into women's
apartments, only Sindhi merchants, and they talked to women just as freely
as my Sindhi friend did to Japanese girls in Japan. Only the Shikarpuri
merchants were mature and graceful, and they were highly respected by the
native nobility in West Asia. Inherent richness of character was at the
neart of the business.




Coming to recent times, with which we are here concerned T had been
to Central America in the late seventies, on a U.N. Mission to Belize,
formerly called British Honduras. I did not expect any Sindhi
there. My H.Q. was Belmopan, the new capital of Belize, but it was a
Government colony. Being a vegetarian, I was almost starving. The real
capital and market was the old port city of Belize. The U.N. had provided
me a vehicle and the Government of Belize gave me a driver. He became a
friend: we were companions. Once, on a drive to Belize city, he asked me,
if I would like to meet a man from my part of the country. I just jumped
at the idea. He said: "There is a shop called Manhatan, a huge big store.
Its proprietor is an Indian ..." I thought, it must be a Sindhi; and I
was right.

Naturally, I was agreeably surprised. A young beautiful boy, Bhojwani
by name, was there, running an enormous departmental store. Immediately
we got talking intimately: "How do you find youself in this God-for-saken
place? Where is your family?" "Here, sir, in this very city": and he took
me home for a fabulous vegetarian lunch. I asked his wife, whether she
did not feel alone and bored in Belize: "Bored! what are you talking? We
are 16 families in Belize; and we have a shop in each district town, and
three here in Belize city, in Main Street! Shortly after establishing our-
selves, we found we could not manage an ever-expanding business. We called
for our relatives, gave them a bit of capital and got them a shop each.
Now they are on their own and they have become rich in no time."

As 1 went through Belize, I found in the northern districts of QOrange
Walk and Santa Cruz, the Sindhi merchants were bursting with wealth. It
was a rich cane-growing district, the growers getting hard cash from the
sugar companies and spending it all in the Sindhi merchants' shops, which
stocked clothes and all that they required. They employed Negro girls who
did all the talking and trading, and money was flowing. Everybody was happy,

for the Sindhi merchants paid generously, gave them ample time for merry
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making; in fact they were the most popular persons in the city. Here again,
as in Hubli, I heard that a Sindhi merchant was being considered as mayor
for Belizel

In Santa Cruz, I did not expect any Sindhi. I was the guest of a
Belizean nawab of Scottish descent. I was a grass-eater, a species that
was anathema to them. He was very much worried. So at dinner time, he took
me out to a restaurant; and what did I find? A Sindhi bania and his wife
were running a restaurant, specialising in Sindhi cuisine; karhi, puris,
seera, palak (spinach) and all the things which were the specialities of
Sindhis in our days; and Belizians used to crowd in his shop in the evening.
Why? My answer is just the same: Sindhiat: nhe was polite, charged moderately,
cared for his customers.

So that was the story the world over, I found, and I was delighted.

It appears, over the centuries, a type of character developed in
the Lower Indus Valley: modest, lovable, straightforward, guileless, yet
with a strong, economic sense, coupled with an attitude of tolerance and
harmony . Almost a new species evolved. Many races contributed in this
evolution: the Dravidians, the Aryans, the Greeks, the Scythians, the
Buddhists, the Arabs, the Persians, the Afghans, the Baluchis.

A cosmopolitan character emerged: that's what we are. Sindh is the
only province in the world where there has been no fanaticism. Look East
or look West, the Sindhi is not fanatical; and the literature of Sindh
reflects that liberalism which is the hall mark of Sindhi character, and
reached its acme in the poetry of Shah Abdul Latif.

He sings of Allah and the Prophet and quotes the Quran, almost on
every page, but every now and then there are hearty references to Ram,
Mahesh (Shiva), and the Goddess Kali 1is lovingly referred to as nani:
maternal grandmother.
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Shah's whole 1life was an answer to this question. It was really
classic and deserves to be recorded in the annals of history. One day a

maulvi went to him and asked him, if he was a Shia or a Sunni. "I don't
know," he said, "Probably I am in between". "In between is nothing." "Then,
Sir, I am That NOTHING".

Nowhere in recorded history is there such humility in a man so gifted
as a poet; and his language, though written centuries ago, is still a treat:
and his vocabulary is the richest.

In fact, Sindhi, if I am not being chauvnistic, is the world's
richest language. Philologically it 1is the nearest to Sanskrit, but it
has borrowed heavily from Persian, Arabic, Siraiki, Kachhi, Gujarati,
Marwari. The result is that for every shade of meaning, whether of love
or anger or shame, there are literally dozens of words: dozens of words
also for birds and beasts, for lands and crops and scenes of nature: rain
and the deserts and all that.

Now, I think, nobody will ask me about the Future of Sindh and
Sindhis, for obviously, we have proved: it is an undying race, with a
capacity for survival that's almost Darwinian: The Fittest survive and
we shall!

At the moment, however, we are like the Jewish Diaspora but we ara
recognized as a race apart. I remember at an intsrnational conference,
where [ was an unknown quantity, I found that the delegates were going
round and round and not facing the issues. I had no intention to speak,
but I found after quite a long frustrating silence, there was a way of
breaking the deadlock. I spoke bluntly, short and sharp. There was a
thunderous applause from an audiance which had never heard of me. A neign-
bour whispered into my ear: "Are you a Sindhi?"




Where we are to go from here, would naturally depend on political
developments. Since the Partition, events have moved favourably. Before
that, we were like frogs in a well. Now we have moved out into the wide
world, and whether we are from India or from Pakistan, the world would
recognize in us as a distinct species with much in common and something
worthwhile to contribute to a world torn by turmoil and conflict.

Probably political developments would move simultaneously in India
and Pakistan, Sindhis affirming their identity in both the countries and
claiming and getting a place in the sun, stretching from the mountains
of Baluchistan skirting the frontier over the lush Indus valley into the
yet unexp]oited Desert of Thar and Rajasthan. This would be the Sindhu
Desh of the Future, contributing to the development of both India and
Pakistan and would prove a blessing to both, as an oasis of tolerance and
culture,
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