
Chicago 2023

39th 

سنڌي ایسوسئیشن آف نارٿ آمریڪا

Sustainable Development
Countering impacts of climate change in Sindh

Theme

سنگت
ڪنوینشن ایڊیشن

SouvenirSouvenir

Sindhi Association
OF NORTH AMERICA



• Guests Registration 
• Opening Ceremony / Welcome 
• Dinner 
• Serving Sindh 
• Live Sindhi Music Performance Nathan Torrence & Salman Makhdoom 

• Tea / Coffee
• Medical Session
• Untapping the Economic Potential of Sindh - Qaiser Bengali
• Lunch
• Technology, AI, E-Commerce - Asim Kaghzi
• Still Standing - Flim Screening - Mirko Pincelli & Suhaee Abro
• University of Shah Lateef - Atta Chaniho and Emily Hauze
• Sindhi Mushairo
• Dinner
• Brad Sharman - USA Congressman Video Message
• Ahmed Shah - President Pakistan Arts Council
• Sindhi Instrumentalist Performace - Nathan Torrence
• Live Sindhi Music Performance - Jatin Udasi

• Brunch Buffet
• Sustainable Development in Sindh - Countering Impacts of Climate Change
• Sindhi Tea / Coffee Break
• Flood Diaries - Dr.Geet, Dr.Amana Butter & Ishaq Mangrio
• SYNA Panel Discussion
• SANA General Body Meeting
• American & Sindhi National Anthems Performence
• Art Performence - Suhaee Abro
• Dinner
• Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto Jr.
• SANA Annual Awards Ceremony
• Live Sindhi Music Performance - Kajal Chandiramani & Bilal Mahesar

04:00 
06:30 
07:00 
07:30 
08:30 

08:30 
09:30 
11:00 
12:00 
01:00 
02:00 
03:30 
04:30 
07:00 
07:30 
07:45
08:15
08:45

09:30
11:30
01:30
01:15
02:15
03:30
06:30
07:00
07:30
08:30
08:45
09:00

PM
PM
PM
PM
PM

AM
AM
AM
PM
PM
PM
PM
PM
PM
PM
PM
PM
PM

AM
AM
PM
PM
PM
PM
PM
PM
PM
PM
PM
PM

CONVENTION SCHEDULE

DAY ONE

DAY TWO 

DAY THREE



TABLE OF CONTENT

• Message Of President 

• Message Of Chairman LoC

• Introduction Of Executive Council Of SANA

• Editorial By Mushtaq Rajpar 

• Introduction Of SANA Anmol Fund

• Introduction Of SANA FAME Scholarship Program

• Editorial By Hassan Mujtaba

• Introduction Of SANA Housing Project

• Advertisement

2

3

4

5

6

7

9

10

12

Sangat Convention Souvenir Special
is designed and produced by 

Nauman Rustam Shaikh 
CHAIRMAN MEDIA COMMITTEE



DR.MAQBOOL  
H A L EPOTO

PRESIDENT MESSAGE

“Dear Friends,

It is one my life’s greatest honors to welcome each 
and everyone of you to the 39th annual convention 
of our beloved Sindhi Association of North America 
(SANA).

We all should be very proud of this tradition of 
ours, that we have successfully maintained for 
almost four decades. We congregate each year to 
celebrate and exhibit our national pride. To 
rejuvenate, rejoice, stand together, and stand tall as 
fellow Sindhis. By doing so we show the world that 
Sindhis are not just surviving, we are actually 
thriving. There is no other event anywhere in the 
world that is more anticipated by Sindhis all over 
the globe than SANA’s annual convention.

Our conventions are always a beacon of hope for 
our friends, and a strong message to our oppressors 
to beware. 

Let us take the maximum benefit of this occasion 
and strengthen our common bonds. Let us set all 
our petty differences aside for the sake of the much 
greater cause of countering those who would like 
nothing more than to see us perish as a nation from 
the surface of the earth. 

Let each and everyone one of us stand shoulder to 
shoulder and show the world that we are all one, 
daughters and sons of our beloved motherland 
“Sindh”. Ready to face all our trials and tribulations, 
natural and otherwise. 

Most Humbly

President 
“SANA” 
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DR.  K HAL IL  
MEMON

CHAIRMAN LoC 
MESSAGE

It is such an honour for the Local Organizing Committee (LoC) 
of Chicago to host SANA’s 39th annual convention in our city in 
less than 10 years times. In 2014, we had the pleasure of hosting 
you all, and we are very happy to have you all back again, as 
many friends say “SANA is our home away from Sindh”, it is that 
spirit that we all have a yearning to see each other on our 
annual meet up, the SANA Convention. In the last four decades, 
SANA has grown from a small organization to a mass 
 organization, with membership in thousands now. SANA is, 
perhaps, the only Sindhi organization that relies and elects its 
leadership through elections, democratic process and moves 
on. So many among us has volunteered to serve selflessly for 
this community organization, our newly elected current EC 
trusted me and our Chicago fellow members to host this year’s 
convention in 2023, we have tried our best to fill your days and 
nights with thoughtful discussions on range of issues, and 
evenings with Sindhi performances, of the four six 
performances, two are from by the Sindhi musicians from India, 
one by our very own local Nathan, and two young Sindhi young 
men. This year we are also excited to have Suhaee Abro, for a 
performing art, dance, and film screening.

With the passage of time, SANA convention is becoming bigger, 
inclusive and a reflection of the changing nature of our 
problems, and the set of issues that our community and our 
homeland Sindh faces. Thus, despite living thousands of miles 
away from Sindh, our every convention ‘s theme focuses on
burning issues of Sindh, thus this year 39th Convention focuses   
on the ‘devastating impacts of floods, which is largely believed 
to be a direct impact of the changing climate”. Keeping that in 
view, SANA’s 39th annual convention focuses on this issue, and 
we look forward to insightful analysis and stories from the 
ground to be shared with audiences, reported and recorded and 
broadcasted on SANA’s official social media platforms for wider 
distribution. It is such an honour for the Local Organizing 
Committee Once again, welcoming you, I hope you will enjoy 
our hospitality, food, music, hugs, and celebrate our secular and 
inclusive Sindhiyat.

Welcome to Chicago

Chairman
Local Organizing Committee (LoC) 
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EXECUTIVE COUNCIL

IFTIKHAR ALI MEMON
INFORMATION SECRETARY

AIJAZUL HAQUE
TREASURER

SURHAN SAMI MEMON
VP YOUTH

SHAHIDA SHAIKH
VP WOMEN

ALI KHASKHALI
JOINT SECRETARY

OUR MISSION

OUR VISION

“TO SEE SINDHI NORTH AMERICAN COMMUNITY AND 
SINDH PROSPER TO THEIR MAXIMUM POTENTIAL”

“TO SERVE SINDHIS AND SINDH”

Our primary objective is to unite all 
Sindhis living in North America to most 
effectively serve Sindhis globally and 
defend the historic national rights of 
our ancestral land, Sindh.

Sindhi Association of North America (SANA) is the largest 

representative body of Sindhi Americans and Sindhi Canadians. 

With an overall membership of approximately ten thousand 

members, including two thousand five hundred paid members. We 

are a 501c non-profit organization incorporated in 1984. Since our 

incorporation we have upheld our democratic values by electing 

our leadership every two years through fair and free elections. 
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RAHUL BHIMANI
VP CANADA

ASGHAR PATHAN
VP USA

MUSHTAQ RAJPAR
GENERAL SECRETARY

DR.MAQBOOL HALEPOTA
PRESIDENT
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The 39 years journey of SANA is marked with many events, initiatives, battle of ideas within 
organizations, controversies, abandoned ideas followed by new energies, waves of hope and 
dreams. Societies give birth to organizations as a reflection of human desires, needs and 
socio-political aspirations. SANA being one such reflection that emerged 39 years ago, today 
SANA stands taller, vibrant, engaged in so many ways with members, community here in 
North America and back in Sindh, which we most of us still see as our home, our roots.

With its initial 25 chartered members, today SANA has over 2, 000 paid members and 
equally inactive members who do not renew their membership. There are thousands of 
other families and individuals who are untouched by SANA outreach yet in North America. 
As an organization, SANA has huge potential to grow and expand its reach to Sindhi 
community in North America.

One challenge that is worth mentioning here, is that traditionally SANA has remained an association of 
Sindhis mainly hailing from Sindh region in Pakistan, SANA does not have as such a noticeable 
presence of Sindhis who have migrated India, our other half who left Sindh during 1947-48 migration. 
While it is heartening to see many Sindhi musicians from India come and perform in SANA’s conven-
tions, like this year again we have two prominent Sindhi musicians coming to Chicago, however the 
need for deeper engagement, collaboration and bringing them into Sindhi fold, is the work that needs to 
be done. It is high time to break the barrier, and bring Sindhis together either under SANA’s banner or 
build a jointly run organizational structure, specifics of such an initiative can be debated, it will be a 
daunting task for us, we could do it, if there is an appreciation of value of such an effort.

Untapped potential of Sindhi diaspora

Strategic Interests of SANA

Below I outline some of the issues that, in my view, are of strategic interest for us which SANA, as a diaspora organization, should raise its voice, build a coalition 
of like minded organizations, citizens and groups.

The Geographic Integrity: Though the objectives of SANA are well stated in its bylaws, the elected Executive Committee members have continued to debate on 
the range of issues concerning Sindh, our collective historic interests such as geographic integrity of Sindh, attempts to divide it on administrative grounds by 
MQM, and other elements on behest of forces who on one hand continue to operate a repressive state, and on the other hand, maintain a policy of divide and rule, 
in both Sindh and in Balochistan. SANA needs to remain vigilant to threats to Sindh’s geographic unity.

Forced Conversions: Collectively, we have to keep raising our voice for human rights for people in Sindh, its concerning to see the unhindered enforced conver-
sion of underage Sindhi Hindu girls in parts of Sindh, by the right wing fanatics, who, by such attempts are inflicting horrifying pain and panic among Sindhi 
Hindus, and State’s lousy response has failed to deter people behind this crime. It is not a far-fetched fear that if  en-forced conversions continue, we could see 
another mass exodus of Sindhi Hindus from Sindh.

Political rights: Recently, SANA hosted a “Census Conference” in Karachi, amid fears of another attempt to turn Sindhi people into a minority by the very people 
who were given refuge in Sindh, and other economic migrants from northern parts of country, Sindhis continue to face the threat of losing their right to rule in 
their own historic province. SANA’s initiative united major political forces of Sindh on one platform, and it proved to be a catalyst, subsequently we saw the 
conference gave a much needed momentum to the activism around the issue of Census. Though the census was held, it is now widely believed parties in the 
province, including PPP, are highly skeptical about its results, and are least likely to vote YES in the Council of Common Interest (CCI).

In Face of Disasters: Sindh is prone to disasters, for both natural and manmade, governance apparatus has scary limitations of resources and capacity. Corruption 
and misrule has aggravated the situation, poverty, lack of economic and jobs opportunities, is providing impetus to deep rooted deprivation, and a huge mass of 
Sindhi people appear to be locked in shackles of poverty and deprivation. In wake of the last two natural calamities, first Pandemic, second floods of 2022, our 
previous two ECS and current one did their part by collecting much needed financial resources and helping, though to a small number of affected people, but it 
was worth it. In times of such disasters it matters, every penny makes a difference.

Last year’s floods drew considerable response from SANA, and other organizations of Sindhi in North America, one estimate suggests over half a million dollars 
were collected and sent to help people in Sindh. (SAHARO alone generated over $300,000) SANA’s first drive raised $100,000, later Houston raised $46,000, St. 
Louis Chapter raised $70,000, Dr. Geet Chaniani (from New Jersey) under her Life Bridge raised over $65,000, Dr. Khalil Memon’s non-profit raised $40,000 
(SANA alone raised estimated quarter of a million dollars), more cities could have participated in these fund raising efforts if there were local events in cities like 
Toronto, Chicago, LA, Edmonton and other areas where a considerable chunk of Sindhi population lives. There is a huge potential for fundraising, if we all put 
our energies, resources and efforts together we could raise over a million dollars for Sindh. SANA’s role during natural calamities remains valuable, making a real 
difference in the lives of our people.

Shah Latif (1689-1752) I am glad this year again SANA is hosting a session focusing on the poetic works of Shah Latif, and a newer generation of researchers are 
among speakers at the session. Shah Latif’s poetry is pure Sindhi philosophy, his poetry has helped preserve Sindhi language in the face of centuries of invasions, 
occupations and loot and plunder of our Land. We must never lose sight of him, his name, poetic thought is one of the defining characteristics of what we all call 
the Sindhiyat.

I hope your three day long stay in Chicago will be memorable in many ways, we have tried our best to put together a program that nurtures us as fine human 
beings, the ones who are interested and concerned beyond one’s own self, for our Sindhi community.

Writer is the General Secretary of SANA, and can be reached at mrajpr@gmu.edu

MUSHTAQ RAJPAR
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PLEASE
DONATE
GENEROUSLY
SANAONLINE.ORG

7



8



حسن مجتبي

سنڌ ،لانڍي کان لداخ تائین سونمیاٹي کان سرینگر تائین

9



ڏکئي وقت ۾پنهنجن ماٹھن ۽ سنڌ سان گڏ سانا

 SANA’s members’ contribution of  RS.10.7 million,  
 rebuilt the houses for f lood victims, 

In 8 Talukas of Larkana and Qambar Shahdadokot Districts
with collaboration of Ali Hassan Mangi Memorial Trust. 

Changing Lives. One Village at a Time

M e m o r i a l  T r u s t

PLEASE
DONATE
GENEROUSLY
SANAONLINE.ORG

SANA COMPLETED 126 HOUSES IN SINDH

SANA HOUSING PROJECT
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سانا طرفان پھرین مرحلي ۾ ھڪ ڪمري تي ٻڌل126
گھرن جي تعمیر مڪمل. سانا جي میمبرن جا لک ٿورا  -
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https://www.abspectrum.org

If you are interested in learning more about the 
university and our programs visit www.coe.k-state.edu

For more information contact:               globaledoutreach@ksu.edu             +1-785-532-5553

Curriculum and Instruction

Preparing educators to be 
knowledgeable, ethical, caring 
decision makers for a diverse 
and changing world.
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A premier retail provider for 
energy, infrastructure, health 
& wellness, and food services.
At Sirhandi, our team is passionate about helping 
residential and commercial clients achieve 
their goals. For more than 25 years, we have 
worked to provide the highest quality service 
to every customer and take pride in our long-
term relationships with many local businesses 
throughout Northern Virginia and Mid East Region.

Our comprehensive range of services includes 
property development, retail experience and asset 
management, all delivered with the highest levels of 
quality assurance, sustainability and commitment 
to our clients. Our team of experts are passionate 
about creating solutions that meet both your 
business needs and those of the community in 
which we operate.

Industries
�  Commercial and Residential Development

� Energy Provision and Auto Service

 Automotive

� Health and Wellness

� Entertainment

� Hospitality

�  Infrastructure, Architecture, and Engineering

sirhandi.com
44950 Russell Branch Parkway, Ashburn VA 20147


