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A Collective Voice, A Strategic Future

The International Sindhi Diaspora Conference,
hosted by the Sindhi Association of North America
(SANA) on April 25, 2026, in London, United Kingdom,
marks a significant milestone in the evolving role of the
global Sindhi community. At a time when identities are
being reshaped by migration, globalization, and political
change, this conference offers a timely platform to
reconnect the Sindhi diaspora with its cultural roots
while engaging meaningfully with the socio-political
realities and future direction of Sindh.

Sindhis today live across continents—North
America, Europe, the Middle East, Asia, and Australia —
contributing positively to their host societies while
maintaining a strong emotional, cultural, and moral
connection with their homeland. This connection,
however, is increasingly defined by concern over Sindh's
pressing socio-political challenges: weak governance,
economic inequities, environmental degradation, water
insecurity, threats to linguistic and cultural identity, and
ongoing human rights issues. These challenges demand
not only awareness but also long-term vision and
coordinated action.

The importance of this conference lies in moving
beyond discussion toward future-oriented strategies. It
provides a global forum where Sindhi professionals,
academics, policymakers, youth leaders, and activists
can collectively explore how diaspora expertise can be
mobilized for Sindh's development. Strategic areas such
as education reform, public health, climate resilience,
water management, cultural preservation, and digital
knowledge transfer require structured collaboration
ratherthanisolated efforts.

Equally significant is the role
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From Editor’s Desk
Dr. Nasir Jamal Pathan

of networking. The conference
enables the creation of cross-border
networks connecting diaspora
institutions with local initiatives in
Sindh. Such networks can facilitate mentorship, research
partnerships, advocacy platforms, resource mobilization,
and institutional capacity-building. In an interconnected
world, sustainable progress for Sindh depends on these
global linkages that transform emotional attachment into
organized support.

London, as a global hub of ideas, diplomacy, and
civil society engagement, offers an ideal setting for this
strategic dialogue. Hosting the conference in the UK
allows Sindhi voices to interact with international media,
academic institutions, and human rights and
environmental organizations—strengthening global
awareness of Sindh's challenges and aspirations.

For Sangat, this conference represents a
maturing phase of diaspora engagement—where
cultural identity is paired with responsibility, and
concern is translated into planning. It reflects an
understanding that the future of Sindh cannot be shaped
by isolated voices but through collective vision, informed
advocacy, and sustainable networks spanning borders.

As SANA continues its longstanding commitment
to community empowerment, cultural continuity, and
principled advocacy, the International Sindhi Diaspora
Conference 2026 stands as a call for unity with purpose.
By adopting forward-looking strategies and
strengthening global Sindhi networks, the diaspora can
play a constructive and enduring role in shaping a just,
resilient, and prosperous future for Sindh. strengthening
global Sindhi networks, the diaspora can play a
constructive and enduring role in shaping a just,
resilient, and prosperous future for Sindh.
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“The Wind from the North” as Mystic

Metaphor in Shah Abdul Latif's Poetry:
Dr. Bisharat Ali Lanjwani

/.i L \“\
In Sindhi mystic poetry, particularly that of Shah Abdul Latif and other mystics, the
language through which love, longing, and spiritual vision are expressed is rooted in the
natural environment of Sindh. The mystical metaphors are drawn from trees, deserts, #]
rivers, the sea, storms, birds, and seasons, and areimagined as the outcome of '
the relationship between people in Sindh and these natural phenomena. These i
vernacular images in mystic poetry often recur as reflections of morals and
meaningful ethos. One of the popular metaphors used by Shah Abdul Latifis
the "Wind from the North'. This cold seasonal wind, which sweeps acrogs
Sindh in winter, is both a lived reality for the region's people and a e S
profound mystic symbol in Latif's poetry. The metaphor of the 8 of e
"Wind from the North' signifies departure, i P 3 i
separation, longing, return, trial, and at
times even mystical intoxication.

Through this metaphor, Latif
connects the native experiences of
seafaring communities and the inner
states of the spiritual seeker, showing
how nature itself mirrors the soul's 8
journey. The poetic image of Sindh's |
traders preparing for voyages across
the Arabian Sea is described by the
unfurling of sails in the north wind.
Shah Abdul Latif writes.
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“Entrusting to the north wind, yesterday they unfurled sails from the mast.
Oh God, may the blade of their rudder not suffer any damage ahead.
The seafarers put the assets in their vessels.”

The verse given above carries prayers and the anxiety felt by those left behind. As this 'Wind from the
North' is not a friendly breeze, it is also a signal of impending loneliness for the wives of sailors. This very force,
'Wind from the North', powers the ships outward in the sea, and causes tears in the eyes of wives for the beloved
who have drawn into the sea to remain months away from home. Thus, the north wind serves as a metaphor for
separation from the beloved, leaving the soul to endure the absence. This usual natural appearance of a seasonal
rhythm, "Wind from the North', in poetry, becomes the eternal cycle of distance between lover and beloved,
human and Divine.
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Poetic artistry draws the same metaphor as a sign
that holds the promise of the coming back of those
loved ones who journeyed into the sea months ago.
Because these winds also marked the season when
ships would sail back to Sindh, they became an
omen of embracing and reunion for the waiting
women. In case the wait for the return of loved ones
gets longer, the awaiting wives indulge in warring
with the hard realities of winter. In the following
verse, Shah Abdul Latif gives voice to their
vulnerability:
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“The wind from the north blows hard; I have no
quilt or coverings,

Only those will feel the cold whose huts are
supportless & weak?”

Though it presses physically upon the body,
the cold season is also an allegory of intense pain.
The fragility of the human heart when faced with
separation doubles the material poverty represented
in the inadequacy of a quilt or shawl. This linkage of
natural rhythm to human desire intensifies the
harshness of this seasonal wind. The sharpened
hope of the time when the beloved may return from
the sea functions as a temporal signal.

Once the beloved is returned, the moment of
reunion does not offer permanent solace because
the 'Wind from the North' again signals the time
when the beloved trader must depart again for a
voyage. Latif writes this agony in a remorseful
verse.
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“Seeing Devali, seafarers prepared their sails;

The season of the north wind arrived suddenly.
The traders always long for beyond the shore.
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This endless cycle of separation and reunion,
heralded by the cold wind, mystically portrays the
wives of sailors as embodied with the condition of
the seeker. These wives taste the nearness of the
Beloved only to find it fleeting, replaced once again
by distance and longing. Thus, the 'Wind from the
North' metaphorizes the inexorable passage of
time, the low moments of life, the inevitability of
life's departures, and the instability of human
attachments. This metaphor is not always
represented as an intensifier of the harshness, but
eventually gets expanded beyond. In Sur Sarang
Shah Abdul Latif writes:
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“Today, the clouds hang in the north like long black hair:
10 signal the rain, lightning looks like a crimson-dressed.

The coming of rain has brought my far-living beloved
close tome.”
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In the verse above, this metaphor carries clouds and
lightning, symbols of fertility, renewal, and a sign
ofthe Divine mercy. The imagery of the scarlet-clad
bride transforms the natural phenomenon of the
monsoon into an ecstatic vision. Here, the distance
disappears because the rain borne by the 'Wind
from the North' mediates the beloved's presence.
Thus, the poet suggests that the Divine nearness is
experienced through the abundance of nature, and
the metaphor of the "'Wind from the North' becomes
a messenger of grace. It shifts from separation to
mystical communion, where the wind becomes a
messenger of grace. Eventually, Latif portrays it as
the current of ecstasy, carrying the scent of wine
that symbolizes the Divine love associated with
intoxication, as in the following verse:
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“With the blowing wind north, the 'Mokhi' opened jars.
The drinkers are ready to sacrifice their heads for the
taste.”

Here, the readiness of the drinkers is not
literal but spiritual, where they get prepared to
surrender reason to taste the sweetness of
annihilation in God imagined in the wine. The
same harsh wind becomes a breath of invitation to
lovers for diving into mystical drunkenness. Shah
Abdul Latif again depicts it as a mystical trial, but
in a different way. Latif says:
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“The Kapat Yogis, with sliced ears, torn cloaks,
have pierced ones;

As lovers, they sit forever facing the north wind.
Through fasting & abstention, they mortified their
bodies.

Those ascetics, annihilated, let come to behold
their traces.”

Sitting in the open air during winter, a night
in Sindh exposes the seeker/lover to the biting
wind to endure extreme hardship. The ability to
endure that cool-windy trial becomes a mark of
true love. This test of devotion prepares the
genuine lovers to embrace pain for the sake of
fidelity. This test teaches discipline, a form of self-
mortification, reflecting the ascetic practices of
mystics who believe that embracing suffering
purifies love.

The metaphor of the 'Wind from the North'
in Shah Abdul Latif's poetry is not static. The
metaphorical meaning shifts given the context. It
is a sign of departure, return, ecstasy, trial, and a
natural reality simultaneously. This metaphor of
the 'Wind from the North' is deeply rooted in the
lived experiences of the people in Sindh and

LT
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emerges as a spiritual symbol reflecting the
seeker's condition of longing, waiting, and
surrender. Sewed beautifully in poetic puns, this
metaphor demonstrates how the natural world of
the Sindh region is inseparable from its mystical
imagination. The 'Wind from the North' is both
cruel and merciful, a destroyer of comfort and a
bearer of grace. It chills the body, also shudders
the soul in absence, and paradoxically, that carries
ships away also carries the promise of their return.
This metaphor of the 'Wind from the North',
reflecting restless, vulnerable, and ever-turning
between the poles of loss and union, is a natural
element of Sindh's climate, but Shah Abdul Latif
translates it as a cosmic imagery for the human and
spiritual condition.
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SANA Announces the First-Ever

Intetwational Sindhi

. Diaspetn Confenence
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The Sindhi Association of North America (SANA) proudly announces a historic global
event — the International Sindhi Diaspora Conference 2026, to be held for the first time in
history on Saturday, 25 April 2026, in London, United Kingdom.

The central theme of the conference is: “Sindh Beyond the Borders, Indus to the World."”

This landmark conference aims to bring together over 40 Sindhi community
organizations from more than 20 countries, creating the largest global platform for Sindhis
living across the world. The event will focus on the collective challenges and opportunities of
the Sindhi diaspora and discuss how international Sindhis can contribute more effectively to
the progress and prosperity of Sindh.

The Sindhi Association of North America (SANA) warmly calls upon all Sindhi diaspora
community organizations across the globe to join and participate in this historic gathering. Your
presence will not only strengthen our collective voice but also celebrate our rich cultural
heritage, unity, and shared vision for the future. This landmark event offers a unique
opportunity for Sindhis worldwide to connect, collaborate, and contribute towards a stronger
global Sindhi identity. We look forward to welcoming every organization to be part of this
unforgettable moment in our history.
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(Taken and translated from my book, “A Glimpse into
History of Sindh and Various Civilizations”)
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Sindhi Cultural Day was celebrated with
great zeal in Calgary, organized by the
SANA Southern Alberta Calgary
Chapter. The event highlighted the
beauty and richness of Sindhi heritage
and attracted a large turnout from the
Sindhi community.

SANA President Dr. Maqbool Halepota
attended as the chief guest. Several
MLAs, the Leader of the Opposition, and
former Calgary Mayor Mr. Naheed Nenshi
were also present, adding grace and
importance to the celebration.A special
acknowledgment goes to Nadeem
Memon, Zulfiqar Haleota, Yousuf Shaikh,
and Dr. Zahid Malik for their hard work
and dedication, which made the event
truly memorabile.
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The Sindhi Association of North America (SANA), Edmonton Chapter,
proudly celebrated Sindhi Cultural Day on December 7, 2025. The vibrant event
brought together members of the local Sindhi community in Edmonton, along
with participants from other cultural communities, highlighting the spirit of unity
and heritage.

The celebration was honored by the presence of several distinguished
guests from Edmonton and across Canada. Notably attending were Dr. Maqbool
Halepota, President of SANA; Andrew Knack, Mayor of Edmonton; and Naheed
Nenshi, Leader of the Opposition in the Alberta Legislature. Other esteemed

quests included Mr. Naqeeb Musavn Vice Presndent of SANA Canada; MLA
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Gurjeet Singh Brar; City Councillor Karen Tang; MLA Nathan Ip; MLA Jasvir
Deol; and MP Jagsharan Singh Mahal.

Chapter Coordinator Aina Khan formally opened the event with a warm
welcome address, setting the tone for the celebrations. A key highlight of the
program was the announcement of three scholarships awarded by the
Edmonton Chapter for outstanding Sindhi University students. The
scholarships and awards were presented by Dr. Magbool Halepotta in
recognition of academic excellence and achievement.

A 55" DN ASOCUATON OF NORTH AMERICh SAN
BeL EDMONTON CHAPTER 23
2

The venue was vibrantly and tastefully decorated by local Sindhi women
of Edmonton, featuring several handcrafted items prepared locally, which
added cultural richness and authenticity to the event. To educate and inspire
the younger generation, the history of the traditional Sindhi folk dance Ho
Jamalo was presented through a creative tableau.Youth participants
captivated the audience with energetic performances on cultural Sindhi
songs, reflecting strong engagement of the younger generation in preserving
Sindhi heritage. The event received overwhelming support and participation
from both within and outside the Sindhi community, contributing significantly
to its grand success. Renowned singer Anina Fida further enhanced the
celebrations with her soulful performance of popular Sindhi songs, which was
warmly appreciated by the audience. The ceremony was smoothly conducted
by Chapter Treasurer Shahida Panhwer, while the event concluded with a vote
of thanks delivered by General Secretary Salma Bhatti. The event showcased
Sindhi culture, traditions, and community values, reinforcing SANA's ongoing
commitmentto cultural preservation and community engagementin Canada.
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" Sindhi Cuttune Day

at Times Squane New ye’zk

SANA New York Chapter
achieved a resounding success in
celebrating Sindhi Culture Day,
creating an amazing cultural bridge in
the iconic setting of Times Square -
New York City.

The event, a testament to community
dedication and harmonious effort, was
expertly coordinated by Chapter
Coordinator Kashif Jalbani, Chapter
Secretary Ramzan Chandio, and Finance
Secretary Abdul Hameed Chandio. The
celebration was further elevated by the
attendance of celebrated writer and
columnist Saeen Hassan Mujtaba and
SANA Joint Secretary Ali Khaskhali.

The large turnout of community
members, alongside many captivated
passers by, joyfully embraced the
culturalrichness ondisplay.
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The Sindhi community in Dallas
celebrated Sindhi Culture Day with
great enthusiasm, showcasing the
rich cultural heritage of Sindh and
reinforcing unity among the Sindhi
diaspora.

The event was honored by the
presence of Texas Assembly Member
Salman Bhujani and Vice Consul of
Pakistan in Houston, Farhan Ahmed,
whose participation added
significance to the celebration.
Leaders of the Sindhi Association of
North America (SANA), including
General Secretary Asad Ali Shaikh,
SANA USA Vice President Asghar
Pathan, SANA Dallas Coordinator
Amir Memon,Community members
Suhail Khaskhali,Fahad Junejo,
Imran Pirzado, Sarfraz Abbasi,
Sharyar, Irshad, Ghulam Nabi Kalwar,
and Muhammad Shafi warmly
welcomed the distinguished guests
and presented them with traditional
Sindhi Ajrak and Topi, reflecting
Sindh’s centuries-old values of
hospitality and respect.

The event was gracefully hosted
by Nusrat Lashari.ln addition to
cultural performances, a Sindhi
handicrafts exhibition was also
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organized, highlighting traditional
craftsmanship and attracting strong
interest from attendees.

Speakers emphasized the
importance of preserving Sindhi
language, culture, and identity,
particularly among younger
generations living abroad, while also
briefly touching upon Sindh’s
contemporary social and
environmental challenges.

The celebration concluded with
collective folk dances and
expressions of cultural pride,
reaffirming that Sindhi culture
continues to flourish across the
world, transcending borders and
generations.
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On 13 December 2025, Sindhi
Culture Day was celebrated in
Houston by Sindhi Community of
Houston it was a resounding success, #
bringing together our community in a |
vibrant celebration of Sindhi
traditions.

The event featured beautiful |
performances, including the Sindhi
National songs and a heartfelt tribute
to our cultural heritage, along with
inspiring speeches by Dr. Magbool
Halepota.

Event proudly inducted 20 new
lifetime and 15 regular members into
SANA, reinforcing our collective
commitment to Sindhiyat.

Special recognition was given to
long-serving community members
like Saain Imdad Sehar, Saain Zafar N
Agha, Saain Rais Patoli, and Saain g@&=
Jamil Daudi. Volunteers of SCH |
Organizing Committee are deeply &
grateful to the participants and who §
contributed through hard work or &
financial support ensuring the event
was a memorable display of unity, ,
respect, and cultural pride. Thank
you to everyone who attended,
supported, and helped make this
eventatrue success.
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What a vibrant evening! The Chicago
SANA Chapter’s Sindhi Day celebration was
more than just an event—it was a true reflection
of our culture’s heart and soul. With Anoush
Kazi serving as MC and opening the program
with Shah Abdul Latif Bhittai’s stirring poetry,
the atmosphere was filled with pride from the
very start.We were honored to welcome Chief
Guest Pakistan Consul General Zaman Mehdi
and Deputy Consul General Saeed Ali, who
shared warm words with our community and
graciously received Ajrak gifts from Mr. Khalil
Memon and Mr. Munir Soomro. Our President,
Farhan Kazi, Secretary General Yasmeen
Soomro, and Treasurer Rahim Memon spoke
passionately, reminding us of the beauty of
Sindh and our collective duty as proud
Sindhis.This conscious effort to reconnect and
celebrate in Chicago is our greatest strength.
We are curators of our own heritage —
preserving, cherishing, and promoting our
language, art, and traditions for future
generations. The preservation of our culture is
the heartbeat for our Sindhi Day.

But our journey does not end here! As
responsible immigrants, we have a unique
opportunity to contribute the the universal
spirit of Sindhism to the American mosaic —
love, peace, unity, and harmony — values
cherished by both cultures.Special thanks to
local artists Mr. Shafqat Shah, Mr. Zahoor Shah,
and Mr. Aslam Ansari for sharing their insights
on Sindhi poetry, and particularly to the
wonderful Anina Fida, who joined us all the way
from Sindh and filled the evening with beautiful
music. Together, through repeating the proud
Sindh history, stories, and songs, we
celebrated what makes our Sindhi heritage so
unique.God Bless Sindh, Good Bless USA!

SOCIATI
AS ‘\; anTl%m AMEn

» I CHICAGO CHAPTER

B SINDHI
WASSOCIATIO
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Sindhi Community of Bntanie, Celebhated
Sindhi Cuttune Day 2025 in Greater Toronte Anea

P SOATS
% Iy

PRIME MINISTER + PREMIER MINISTRE

I would like to convey my warmest greetings to everyone

taking part in Sindhi Culture Day 2025.

This event offers a wonderful opportunity for participants to
learn more about the richness and diversity of Sindhi
culture.l amcertain that everyone inattendance will enjoy
the wide variety of performances and activities planned for
this vibrant celebration.

I wouldlike tothank the organizers for bringing this
event to the community and for their commitment to

promoting cross-cultural exchange.

Iwishyou all a wonderful celebration.

The Right Honourable Mark Carey,P.C., 0.C.,M.P.

Prime Minister of Canada

Ottawa
2025
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The Executive Council (EC)

wishes You

HAPPY
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